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THE LIVING WATER.and affability on the part of tlie p*oHOSPITALITY AT CHURCH.
Rv Nice! Moffat*.By Rev. James Haatie. Now. who should take the Initiative • 

in speaking to this new comer! Should 
any one person, should any one order 
of officials have a monopoly of this lux 
uryt An atmosphere of sociability is 
only possible in a congregation when 
everyone 1» mindful to entertain strang 

let no one w alt for another to 
move. Let every man and woman make 
It a matter of personal obligation.

Why think of the woman <>f Samaria 
and leave out her partners in shame! 
Let them nil assemble together, since 
leans h.ia called for them. "Go, call 
thy husband and come hither," ia Hie 
commandment. They represent a large, 
sad class in society.

disciples

The Bible abounds with commands 
and examples of Hospitality. How Lot 
ac*ed in this matter will occur to all— 
and Laban, and Joseph, and Boar., and 
Reltekah. and Rahab and the Widow 
of Zarephath. and the Shunamlte, and 
memorably Abraham. (Gen. xviii. 4. etc.)

the New Testament there are

and for their up 
must ever strivelifting Ills 

and pray.Then in
Simon the tanner, and Cornelius, and 
Lydia, and Phoebe, and Philemon and 
Gains. Nor was their hospitality all 
outlay and no income. Every one nf 
them realized the truth of the Scrip 
ture promise, "that even a cup < 
water given to a disciple shall n 
its reward."
with a good husband and many 
gifts. Gen. xxiv. : Laban, with 
servant for himself and a husband for 
both his daughters, Gen. xxix. and xxx.: 
Rahab. with the preservation of herself 
and kindred from destruction. Josh. vl.; 
David, with the discovery of his enem 
les, 1 Rai^. xxx.. the widow of 
Zarephath. with the miraculous increase 
of her meal and oil. and the restoration 
to life of her son. 1 Kings xvii. : the 
Jailor, and also Lvdia. with salvation 
for themselves and their households: 
the Barbarians of Melita. with cure of 
both body and soul.

Notice the Saviour's method of reach
ing her. "Give me to drink," were 
words which Instantly removed their 
differences. Roth were agreed that on 
a hot. dnstv noon hour a good drink of 
cool water was necessarv. 
a debt of gratitude for the refreshing 
water of Jacob'* well.

Take another step, however. They 
are to agree once more. “Living water" 

iken of thrice, and to "never 
thirst" become the hope and desire of 
both. Poor soul ! thou hast hardly 
touched the wide sea of good. Tf left 
to thvself thoo never canst. But the 
Saviour knew the keenness of hope. 
"Give me this water, that Ï thirst, not, 
neither come hither to draw," reveal 
ed a lietter self within her just awaken 
ing. What a quick wing hope has.

But there must first be a clearing 
awnv of obstacle*. The conscience must 
he reached. Here again the Saviour 
shows his skill In discovering 
In the soul's wall-go call th^;
Now Is the moment, of all the ages to 
her. Ts ah* to lie and kill the last 
root of that tender plant of God—con
science! Tf would have been the last 
and fatal lean into endless night. But 
It. was the same gentle voice that ap- 
neale.l to her honor which had pre 
vinnslv driven away her fears and re 
n*wed her hones. She therefore was 
enabled to nave hrself from that cruel

Consider anew at this point the gift 
of God. referred to bv Jesus, and also 
termed the "well of water springing up 
into everlasting life." Tn our holidays 
w* have all searched the hillside for the 
mol snrlncs We turned not at the 
boy or nettles: we were undeceived by 
♦he n ,ei covered stones or decaying 
stnmns. * noor place this for any 
thing good! But to see the bubbling foun
tain ’ From afar, somewhere, the fresh 
mire Umild has arisen, and here it 
overflow» and nuts to nnucht Its rule 
surroundings.

The minister cannot for the most part 
leave the pulpit to sneak to the new 
vomer liefore he ge»« awnv. But some 
hndv is sitting Immediately In front, 
nr behind, or hv his side. Some one 
•bowed him to a sent and let that same 

play the "Achates" to him at
of cold Both felt

Rebekah was rewarded 
precious the close of the service. Some one must 

touch elbows with him as he passes out. 
let every °n* who has opportunity show 
affability, and should a dozen do so the 
same dnv all the better.

Tt is not the Confession of Faith .and 
Catechism which drive manv a vnnth 
from our communion nor flic absence 
of Instrumental miisle nr its presence, 
nor the defective 
meeting house, nor the quality of the 
preaching much: in a legion of cases 
rather it Is the 
Abraham
used so generously Chr

architecture of tbo

want of that which 
possessed and 
•istian Affahil

abundantly

In Ahraham'a case as well as in Lot's. *ty. 
angels were entertained unawares, and 
verily they had their reward. Lot was 
preserved from the flames. To Abrs 
ham the gladsome message was brought 
of the promise of a aon hv Sarah, in 
whom all the families of the earth 
should he blessed.

husband.
“RALPH CONNOR" AT HOME.

A writer In the Boston Congregational 
who has been visiting Winnipeg has 
this to sav of a well known minister 
residing In that city:

"Ralnh Connor known In the churches 
as the Rev Charles W. Gordon. D.D., 
Is the minister nf St. Stephen's church, 
for which a fine ne- edifice has been 
built. Tike the late Dr. Tohn Watson, 
be i< first, a bard working 'll round city 
pastor and a man of letters onlv In his 
momenta of relaxation.
In" of the local preslwterv held during 
mv stav In the dtr he seeded to he 
consulted on all manner of nueatlona. 
and evidently he Is In the forefront, of 
th'> forward 
Winnipeg and western Canada. At first 
siçht he seems tty dreamer rath-r than 
the ’nan of action, hut the real man Is 
the harm- union of Immigration and 
practical talent, 
and then with th« energy of a success 
fui m*n of affair" he translates them 
into concrete real realization 
his intimates t-old me he helones to the 
mystics’ often a plain business man 
cannot understand him.
♦bo nam» breath 'be Is as shrewd as the 
beit, of the-" when he co-'cs to a turn 
In real estate.' " 
nnr's first transaction- 1n Winnipeg real 
estate was to him a liberal portion for 
bis own house 
substantial brick budding with ample 
grounds and a specious double study. 
T«r Cordon work* with a private sec 
ref nrv and he knows how to delegate 
to her most of hi* detail matters. Tn 
his church he ga*h°rs a 
Including manv 
preaches lone sermon* 
optimistic concernin'* the outcome of 
the movements of the union in Canada. 
TTe even thinks thrt. the *n"ll 
he included, 
erdotal theory of orders he has come 
to believe that the office of a hlshon 
is necessarv to the moot efficient ad 
ministration'In the church. Two months 
of the vear he reserves for an outing 
In a cottage on one nf the thousand Is 
lands of the Lake of the Wooda.

And surety It, Is worthy of note the 
high place given by the ancient heath 
en to hospitality, as seen in the title 
they gave to their supreme divinity. Jup 
iter, when they called him as they 
did. Jupiter Hospes—Jupiter "The TTos 
pi t able."

And in the interior of Russia to-day 
where hotels and other houses of enter 
fainment are verv scarce the kindness 
of the peasants to strangers Is most de 
lightfnl. The humblest hut offers Its 
hid rind Ha faille tn the tr:iv«>11*-r. go 
compensation will be taken. Indeed, a 
byword is current there which has nl 
most He binding force of a law, "that 
to take pay for the bread and salt which 
a pa sing stranger eats is a great sin."

But. this question has a hearing on 
church life which should not he over 
looked. Young men and vou 
come into town and city 
round to work or study, who 
the Presbyterian Church. Whether they 
continue to attend that church or no 
will depend largely on the welcome they 
receive or the reverse on their arrivai. 
Lonely and alone they long for aym 
pathy and recognition. For a few weeks 
they do give attendance at the denom 
Inatlon of their fathers, and if the hand 
of fellowship be promptly given, and 
a seat, he provided, the» will abide, 
otherwise they will not.

Occasional visits are made of an even 
Ing to other churches, and not unfre 
quently they have hut to make one visit 
when they are taken bv the hand, and 
kindly spoken to, and Invited to return.

Next Sabbath some genial visitor calls 
at their lodgings and takes them again 
to the same church, and so friendship 
goes on for weeks till at length the youth 
turns away altogether from the chtich 
of his fathers to some other from no 
other cause than want of hospitality

"At the meet-

vement tn his chnri h in

TTe dreams dreams.

Woman of Samaria! thv soul mav he 
as rough ns that wild mountain side, 
snd seem unknown to anv good. But 
receive the "rift, of God " which will 
he » «-ell of "living water." From thv 
soul will oimtng m a stream of pure 
W'h thought and Impulse.

mg women 
i the

belong to
TTe added In

One of Ratnh Cnu-
Disclple of Christ ! hasten to find 

these springs. Tt v-111 cost thee some
thing. Rut as the Master who had add
ed tn His nhvHcsl exhaustion hv this 
Interview, said. "T Tv-ve meat to eat that 
ve know not of." so verllv thou wilt he 
fed. Thou ton must sit at. the well or 
beside f/> do this work. A smile Is 
worth a dozen tract* and thv evmpathy 

- he needed In the absence of the 
"mfher -prohahlv dead, probably de
ceived. Thou art the living wire which 
with one hand thou dost raise the fallen 
and with the other hold tn Christ. Thy 
meat, will he to do TTIs will and finish 
TTis work. Waver not at thy weakness 

thou seest not the whole. Since love 
has emntied thv heart., thou hss given 
♦hv best Since effort has exhausted 
thv soul tho.i hast done thy part. 
With Christ thou hast spent thyself and 
with Him wear the crown.

Tt 1» aRmsdwav

l-rge audlen-e, 
strangers and he

Dr. Gordon Is

cans may 
While resisting the sac

I


