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HOSPITALITY AT CHURCH.
By Rev. James Hastie.

The Bible abounds with commands
and examples of Hospitality. How Lot
acted in this matter will oceur to all—
and Laban, and Joseph, and Boaz, and
Rebekah, and Rahab. and the Widow
of Zarephath, and the Shunamite, and
memorably Abraham, (Gen. xviii. 4, ete.)
Then in the New Testament there are
Simon the tanner, and Cornelins. and
Lydia, and Phoebe, and Philemon. and
Gains. Nor was their hospitality all
outlay and no income. FEvery one of
them realized the truth of the Serip
ture promise, “that even a cup of cold
water given to a disciple shall not lose
its reward.” Rebekah was rewarded
with a good husbhand and many precions
gifts, Gen. xxiv.; Laban, with a good
servant for himself and a husband for
both his daughters, Gen. xxix. and xxx.:
Rahab, with the preservation of herself
and kindred from destruction. Josh. vi.;
David, with the discovery of his enem
jes, 1 Ba xxx., the widow of
Zarephath, with the miraculouns increase
of her meal and oil. and the restoration
to life of her son, 1 Kings xvil.i the
jailor, and also Lvdia, with salvation
for themselves and their households:
the Barbarians of Melita, with cure of
both body and soul.

In Abraham's case as well as in Tot's,
angels were entertalned unawares, and
verily they had their reward. Tot was
preserved from the flames. To Abre
ham the gladsome message was hronght
of the promlse of a son by Sarah, in
whom all the families of the earth
<homld he blessed.

Aand surely it s worthy of note the
high place given by the ancient heath
en to hospitality, as seen in the title
they gave to thelr supreme divinity, Jup
iter. when they called him as they
did. Tupiter Hospes—Jupiter “The Hos
pitable.”

And in the interior of Russia to-day
where hotels and other houses of enter
tainment are verv scarce. the kindness
of the peasants to strancers 1s most de
lightful. The humblest hut offers its
bed and its table to the traveller. No
compensation will be taken. Tndeed, a
byword is eurrent there which has al
most the binding force of a law, “that
to take pay for the bread and salt which
a4 pa-sing stranger eats 1s a greal sin.”

But, this question has a bearing on
church life which should not bhe over
looked. Young men and voung women
come into town and ecity the year
round to work or study, who belong to
the Preshyterian Church. Whether they
continue to attend that church or no
will depend largely on the welecome they
receive or the reverse on their arrival.
Tonely and alone they long for sym-
pathy and recognition. For a few weeks
they do give attendance at the denom
ination of their fathers. and if the hand
of fellowship be promptly given, and
a seat be provided, thev will abide,
otherwise they will not.

Oocasional visits are made of an even
ing to other churches, and not unfre-
quently they have but to make one visit
when they are taken by the hand, and
kindly spoken to, and invited to return.

Next Sahbath some genial visitor calls
at their lodgings and takes them again
to the same chureh, and so friendship
goes on for weeks till at length the youth
turns away altogether from the chuch
nf his fathers to some other from no
other cause than want of hospitality

and affability on the part of the peo
ple.

Now, who should take the initiative *
in speaking to this new-comer? Should
any one person, shonld any one order
of officials have a munopoly of this lnx
ury? An atmosphere of sociability is
only possible in a congregation when
everyone i= mindful to entertain strang
ers. Tat no one wait for another to
move. Let every man and woman make
it a matter of persona! obligation.

The minister cannot for the most part
leave the pulpit to sneak to the new
eomer hefore he gete away. But some
bhodv is sitting immediately in ‘front,
ar behind. or bv his side. Some one
chowed him to a seat. and let that same
verson play tha *“Achates” to him at
the close of tha service, Some one must
toneh elbows with him as he npasses ont
fet every one wha has npportunity show
affability. and shonld a dozen do so the
aame day all the hetter.

Tt is not the Confession of Faith and

Catechism which drive manv a vonth
from onr eommunion. nor the ahsence
of instrnmental musie or 1ts presence

nor the defestive architacture of tha
meeting honse, nor the auality of the
preaching <0 much: in a lesion of cases
vather it ie the want of that which
Abraham eo abundantly possessed and
nsed sn generously. -Christian Affahil
ty.

“RALPH CONNOR"” AT HOME.

A writer in the Boston Congregational
who has heen visitine Winnipeg. has
this to sav of a wellknown minister
residing in that eity:

“Ralph Connor known in the churches
as the Rev. Charles W. Gordon, D.D.,
is the minister of 8t. Stenhen's church,
for which a fine new edifice has heen
built, Tike the late Dr. Tohn Watson,
he is first 2 hard working. »1l-round city
pastor. and a man of letters only in his
moments of relaxation. “At the meet-
ine of the local preshvtery held during
my stay in the citv. he seemed to be
consulted on all manner of anestions,
and evidentlv he is in the forefront of
the forward movement in his church in
Winniner and western Canada, At first
sight he seems tQe dresmer rather than
the man of action, hnt the real man is
the harmv unfon of immigration and
practieal talent, e dreams dreams,
and then with the enerev of a sncoess
fml man of affaire he translates them
into conorete real realization  One of
hig intimates told me he helones to the
mvsties: often a nlain husiness man
sannot nnderstand him,  Te added in
the aama hreath. ‘he iz a8 shrewd as the
host of tham when he enres to a turm
in real astate.’” Omna of Ralnh Con-
nor's firet transactions in Winnineg real
astate was tn hnv a liheral portion for
his awn honge on Broadwav Tt i= a
eubatantial hrict huildine. with amnle
gronnds. and a spacions donhle study,
Tr. Oordon works with a nrivate sec-
retary and he knowe haw tn delegate
to her most of his detail matters. Tn
his chureh he gathers a lorge andience,
inelndine manv strancers. and he
nreaches lone sermons.  Dr. Gordon fs
ontimistie concernine the onteome of
the movements of the nnion in Canada.
e even thinks thot the Anclicans may
be included. While resisting the sac-
erdotal thenrv of orders he has come
to helieva that the office of a bishon
is necessary tn the most efficient ad-
mintetration in the chnrch, Two months
of the vear he reserves for an outing
in a cottage on one of the thonsand s
lands of the Take of the Woods.

THE LIVING WATER.
By Niecol Moffatt,

Why think of the woman of Samaria
and leave out her partners in shamef?
Let them all assemble together, since
lesus has called for them, *Go, call
thy husband and come hither,” is His
commandment. They represent a large,
sad class in society, and for their up-
lifting His disciples must ever strive
and pray.

Notice the Saviour's method of reach-
ing her. “Give me to drink,” were
words which instantly removed their
differences. Both were agreed that on
a hot, dnety noon hour a good drink of
cool water was necessary. Both felt
a debt of gratitude for the refreshing
water of Jacob's waell.

Take another step, however.
are to agree once more, “Living water”
was spoken of thrice, and to ‘‘never
thirst” hecoma the hope and desire of

They

both Poor sonl! thon hast hardly
tonched the wide sea of pood. Tf left
to thyself thon never canst, But the

jour knew the keenness of hope.

ve me this water, that T thirst not,
neither come hither to draw,” reveal-
ed a better self within her just awaken
ing. What a quick wing hope has.

But there must first be a clearing
awav of obstacles. The conscience must
be reached. Here again the BSaviour
shows his skill in discovering a breach
in the sonl's wall—go eall thy husband,
Now is the moment of all the ages to
her. Ts she to lie and kill the last
root of that tender plant of God—con-
sclenca? Tt would have heen the last
and fatal lean into endless night. But
it was the same pentle voice that ap-
realed to her honor which had pre- *
vionsly driven away her fears and re-
newad her hones. Rhe therefore was
enahled to save hrself from that cruel
fate.

Consider anew at thiz point the gift
of God. referred to hv Jesns, and also
fermed the “well of water springine np
into everlastine life.” Tn our holidave
wa have all searched the hilleide for the
cool sprines. We turned not at the
how or nettles: we were undeceived by
the mnss eovered stones or decaving

A noor place this for any-
thing zond! But tosee the bubbling foun-
tain! Prom afsr. somewhere, the fresh.
pura lonid has arisen, and here it
overflows and puts to naurht ite rude
anrronndings.

stnmn,

Woman of Samaria! thy soul may be
as roneh as that wild mountain side,
and seem unknown to any good. Bnt
raceive the “wift of Cod” which will
ha o well of “livine water,” From thy
sml will enving ns a stream of pure
rich thoneht and impulse,

Niseiple of Chriet! hasten to
these aprines. Tt will cost thee some-
thine. But as the Master who had add-
ed to Wiz nhvsical evhanstion by this
interview, said. “T have meat to eat that
ve Fnow not of” so verily thon wilt be
fed.  Thon ton must sit at the well or
heside tn do this work. A smile fs
worth a dozen tracts and thy sympathy
mav ha needed in the ahsence of the
mother—prohahly dead. probably de-
ceived.  Thon art the livine wire which
with one hand thon dost raise the fallen
and with the other hold to Christ.
meat will he to do His will and finish
Wia work. Waver not at thy weakness

thon seest not the whole. Since |
has emntied thy heart. thon has given
thy hest, Since effort has exhausted
the sonl thou hast done thy part.
With Christ thou hast spent thyself and
with Him wear the erown,

find




