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"CHURCH UNION" AT SYNOD.CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICS.
(hi this subject 'Observer.'

Stratford Beacon, give* nome jottings on 
what lie heard at a recent me ling of
Hamilton and London Synod:

As was expected "Church I’niou" . ,d 
"Social Problems” did bring out tlieliest 
thinking power of the Syn »d. 
when Dr. Macdonald, who preach a 
Sunday to his (taelic hearers in M<>«a, 
ami who looks anything but a convert to 
a mild Calvinism, can. 
in favor of reconstruction in creed, and 
union in

Dominion Presbyterian ibis was the subject vt a lecture re
cently in Bellast, h> a 1'ioleseur ot Kdin- 
'Ouign i luvcrsuy. me suujecn* ot very
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grvai importance, in L alia da as weil as in 
Hr i tain.OTTAWA Here wv have had ugiy revela
tions in the courts as to uniawiul acts at

Andelections; «ml alleged widespread politi
cal corruption was a leading issue at the 
last provincial contest in uiiurio, when 

$1.50 a vaj able ministry was ignuimiiuunly dv- 
,,j teated on tins ground ulcue. We quote

from the Iteilasi Miinem and cordially 
endorse our conteniporar) "s view, that 
Lbrisiiuuity should not be kept «pan 
from politics, as "it is thv inspiring 

4 live and guide in our public nauonal lile." 
"The l rulessor began t>> adverting to 

the feeling ol some that Christ lam l) lias 
uoiiung iu do with politics any more than 
with astiohoiuy or gcoiog). Ihere an 
Chunk men, and wise men, too, who 
think tho l iiuicli sliould hoi meddle at

.. decisively

organization, there is no doubt 
tint the world is moving and the dremis
of men coming to pass, 
stroke t> relate a bit of hits experience 
in Manitoba. His charge involveil three 
service* and a driv" of

It was a bold

thirty-twx) miles 
A Mptlimlist ministerevery Sunday, 

went over the same road from the other 
end. and .in Aglican brother also cover
'd tin same gr-mnd. each meeting with 
almost the same people, yet being burden 
ed withall with politics, and that the .tlimstiy 

should mod Used aluvl, hut ev b voting 
at an election.

a total of 1*1 miles of hard 
lg. The consequence was his 
broke, the Methodist went into

travellin 
health
insurance Inisine-s, and the .Anglican 
found a refuge in England. It goes with
out saying that Mr. Macdonald will be a 
power in an experience meeting in the 
I luted Church.

Uthers, again, lake the
opposite view, taking a t'arly side, and 
speaking «ni rail) pmilorius, amt writing 
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in i'any newspaper», 
son, b< mg of the t Uurcli u| heotiaud, can 
lio trusted to avoid either extreme, and »o 
lie dealt with principles only, vital guidiug 
priliviples; thus lie holds mat Uituluu 
ay culm mules to poulies the prihciple ot 
spiritual equality, tlie la wot liberty, and 
me piiuvipie ui urullierliooU. lue rigm. 
idea on this suujevt was given in a ser
mon by K-diertsoii, ot Ifrigiituu, to whom 
the lecturer might have relemd. 
erlsuu sud: "VViiat have the laws of me 
atmosphere to do with architecturv": Ap
parently nothing, in reality much, 
luosplieric law» iegul.de the slope of the 
rout, the position ot the windows, the 

Even so,

The old men, however, had the ear of 
the Synod. Une noted divine said: "I 
to stop his depredations, which often ruin 
but it will take time." Another old ser
vant added: "1 aui inclined towards un
ion. We must 1 ark it in the face, and 
talk it out with our neighbors.” And 
-till another ex moderator added - the dif
ficulty at pr' sent is that the life of the 
people iu the promised union is not yet 
homogeneous. Both sides requiie to 
meet sympathetically. He illustrated by 
the Scotchman's prayer *'U Lord keep us

utuwa, Wednesday, may j, i^u3.

•lames Doug.as, m "the man m me 
i'Ul.'ll, lias .lie luiiowillg bliggCSiiV 
Inaras; ' irate .mu ever luunu lau enuren- 
t-■ exactly similar? i have inn. 
vnuictt lins its own sharp peisouulily. .

were heture you crossed the threshold is 
not what you are afterwards."

It cauuges you. arrangement ol the dues, tie.
Christianity dots not lay down political 
rules, yet n influences the whole public 
lde ul the nation, and pervades i.kv an 
atmosphere all political conduct. ’ 
quote liom memory, but we believe wr

it is impossible, ih 11, tv keep

rielit, for if we gang wrung we are verra 
positive."

Rev. W. J. Clarke of Ixiudon may be 
said to typify the correct reading of the 
Presbyterian temp rature—"! have a 
strung bias against union, anil 1 timl in 

conversation that 1 am far from 
But as one who has met

"lion. «I. W. St. John, the new speaker 
ol me Ontario legislature, ha» exviuued 
wine ami other intoxicants lruui social 
tunvtioiis under lus coutrol. 
great credit lor having the moral courage 
to buck up Ins conviction Willi action, it 
is not a intle tiling to withstand the pecu- 
haii) Biroug pi ensure ol established social 
u..aee and 10 ignore custom lor conscience 
l-ov. 00 »ti) » an exchange.

xuiie true. Hut Mr. bt. John is a man 
01 strong religious convictions. A member 
of the Methodist church, he has long taken 
a live!) mu est in religious work; has 
lieen a buuday school teacher lor many 
years; and all moral questions has in huu 
a sympathetic triend. 
the first Conservative to fill the îqieaker’s 
chair in Untano; but it ia safe to say that 
too best traditions of that high position 
will be zealously observed by the present 
incumbent.

We

our vlirisuunit) apart lrom our politic-, 
because it is the inspiring motive 
guide in our public national lile. Ibis is 
not to say that the Church is to become 

should

being alone, 
with the I'nion Committee in Toronto, 
if an unsurmountable difficulty exists, it 
is still in the dark for 1 haw not seen 
it. The way seems plain therefore that 
we should minimize difficulties and nuig-_

He deserves

a political machine, or that it 
identity itself with any one political 

The Church is the spiritual hometarty.
of all Christian people, the nurse ot all 
the children, and the Saviour of all sorts 
and classes of men. The Church services 
must be such as to edify persons ui van- 

Thv Ministry should be wel- 
the sick bed of all sections of

nify blessings."
Mr. MacBeth of Paris, a man born on 

the prairies, and for a time a «vntr.il tig- 
tlie ministry of Britisli Columbia, 

a decided curve to the sentiments
of the meeting wlr n be said, '"We are 
confronted with such problems in the 
West today, that it will tike all the 
churches with all their pow r and dis
tinctiveness to solve them."

ous schools.
come at
poh -cal opinion. The Party politician 

the other a.de
Mr. St. John is

who men-ly works to get 
out and his own side in is not worthy of 
any Christian sympathy or esteem. But, 
as the old painters always pictured a saint 

.* with the halo round his head, so the 
his religion with

A GIFT TO OUR MINISTERS.
Through the kindness of a member of the 

American Presbyterian Church, Montreal, 
the Foreign Mission Committee is sending 
out to every Piv.-byterian Minister in Can
ada a copy of Mr. J. It. Mott s latest 
hook. “The Pastor a Force in Missions."

The friend, whose liberality makes this 
possible, does it in the hojK? that the con
tents of this remarkable Iwok will reach 
the congregations through the ministers 
and prove a stimulus to largely increased 
interest.
already in many places, 
predated by the Foreign Mission Commit
tee. It would he very useful if each min
ister after receiving his copy should in 
acknowledging, express his views as to the 
use to which the book cau he put, in order 
to tie most effective.

Christian must carry 
him into the polling booth, ami help on 

that is for the glory of
In the death of Alexander Harvey Tay

lor, Ottawa loses a most estimable citizen, 
and St. Andrew 's church a faithful worker. 
A few days ago in excellent health, to all 
appearance, Mr. Taylor seemed good for 
many years of usefulness; and his sudden 
taking off in the early spring time, especi
ally in view of his hearty love for nature, 
seem* peculiarly pathetic. His sons and 
«laughters, several of them far removed 
from home, will have the heartfelt sym- 
pathy of numerous friends in their sore 
bereavement; and to a large number in 
city and country, their father’s sunny dis
position and sterling character will long 
remain more than a memory, 
noction with one of our national societies

every measure 
God and the welfare of m< n."

WHY THE TRAMP DOES NOT 
WORK.

A university pruiL»aui, wishing lo siud) 
tUe uaiiiy qui».ion «lui.ng a summer turn 
luioug.i x.UgtaUU, int iviewcu ti.ouu waiiU 
eiuig uegg.us, wiioiii lie quesiiuueU as to 
wuy lucy am not support ineuisvivts u>

they were willing to work, but could not 
obiuin unpiuymeui; 4to gave vague, un- 
sulistactury answers; Ü01 expressed the 
opinion that no one ought to be obliged 
to work, but if some tools did so they 
like vagrants) considered they were jus
tified iu living on them; 4U7, according 
to their own statement, were proceeding 
to procure work at crtain far-off locali
ties, and the remaining Iff! were living iu 
hope until their relations should die and 
leave them money.

It is known to have done so 
It will lie a|>-

6ix kuiulml ana hlly-llirce »a.u

Of his con-

the Journal very properly remarks:—"Of 
the St. Amlrew's Society he had lieen the 
mainstay for a generation. In its ranks 
he will lie missed beyond any place else
where, save in his home; and during Ifis 
long connection with the society and its 
benevolent aims, he did unostentatiously 
much of kindly work of which the public 
was unaware."

"The Sunday Magazine" ha* an excel
lent |>ortrait of George MacDonald from 
a drawing by Tom Peddie. and the open
ing article deal* with "George MacDonald 
at Hordighera.” It gives a pleasant pic
ture of the great novelist, poet, and 
preacher, and his piety, kindness, and 
helpfulness.


