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$1,290,000 and tin* total assets of the 
company nearly $3,000,000. From the 
outset the company worked in close 
conjunction with the Grain Growers' 
Grain Company and employed the latter 
company ns its selling agency. The 
volume of grain handled in the first 
year was 3,770,000 bushels, which in­
creased in the venr of the big crop 

1 1915' to 19,320.000 bushels. The pro 
fits made by the company in its four 
vears’ operations ha\c totalled over 
$.'>70,000 which have been turned back 
to the shareholders on their unpaid 
stock and in cash dividends and grants 
to the I’nitcd Farmers of Alberta. The 
company has also paid in war taxes to 
the hominien treasury over $132,000. 
C. Rice-Jones became president and 
general manager of the company in 
1915 and is now vice-president and net 
ing general manager of the amalga­
mated company.

Livestock and Supply 
At the beginning the Alberta farm 

era’ company entered into the livestock 
and co-operative supply business. The 
company, in the first year, marketed 
141 cars of livestock, which steadily 
grew until in 1917 they marketed 1.242 
ears The eo-operative supply business 
was carried on much the -aiiie as that 
of The Grain Growers’ Grain Co. and 
comprised carload shipments of flour, 
feed, coni, hoy. fruit, lumber, etc. In 
the first year this business totalled an 
even 100 cars, while in 1917 it had 
grown to over 1.400 carloads, in ad­
dition to a large volume of farm 
machinery business. This was the np 
proximate position of the company at 
the time they decided to amalgamate 
with The Grain Growers’ Grain Com­
pany and form the 1’nlted Grain Grow­
ers Limited in September, 1917. The 
Alberta Farmers* Co-operative Elevator 
Company in carrying on its co operative 
supply business, has erected a large 
number of flour warehouses and coal 
sheila alongside its elevators. The 
amalgamated company now has 165 
flour warehouses and III! coal sheds 
as well ns five mnehineiv warehouses, 
two in Winnipeg and one in Calgary, 
Saskatoon and Regina. The total

amnun* of dividends declared by the 
two companies since their foundation 
has been $738,00.

A Land Department
The only new activity undertaken 

by the Cnited Grain Growers Limited 
since the amalgamation, has been the 
inauguration of a land department. 
For this purpose the company has or 
ganired under Dominion charter, the 
Cnited Grain Growers’ Securities Com 
pany Limited. The system of selling 
farm lands in Western Canada has for 
some years been subject to very con­
siderable abuses. Farmers with land 
for sale have frequently listed with 
agents who have disposed of it at a 
high price and secured not only the 
extra profit but the commission as well. 
For this reason the United Grain Grow­
ers decided to embark in the land busi­
ness on a purely commission basis. At 
the present time there is considerable 
demand for Western Canada land from 
American farmers. The United Grain 
Growers’ Securities Company Limited, 
make a business of listing all the farm 
land offered for sale and securing de­
sirable purchasers, and charge only the 
regular commission rate for the trnns

Saskatchewan Co operative Trading
The fourth of the farmers’ organiz­

ations to enter commercial business was 
the Saskatchewan Grain Growers’ As 
sudation. The Saskatchewan Associ­
ation itself was the pioneer of all grain 
growers' organizations in Western Can­
ada, having been founded in 1900 by 
W. It. Motherwell now minister of 
agriculture for MasUntcliewnu ami a

few other men a* a protest of abuses 
in the grain trade. Up until 1911 the 
•Saskatchewan Grain Growers' Asso­
ciation remained ns a purely educa­
tional and propaganda organization. It 
had built up a very large membership 
with approximately 1,000 local associ­
ations scattered over the province. A 
large number of these local associations 
steadily developed collective buying 
by carlots in order to reduce prices on 
such commodities as binder twine, fenc­
ing, flour, coal, lumber, etc. In 1914 
the association decided to establish a 
central wholesale trading department 
for the service of the local associations. 
Business was begun in 1914.

The chief business handled is binder 
twine, coal, fencing material, lumber, 
trading supplies, apples, flour, feed, 
potatoes and groceries. Wlu-n the busi­
ness began the staff consisted of J. It. 
Mussel man. who is still secretary and 

•alleging director, and one stenogra­
pher. Today the head office, which is 
in the Saskatchewan <’o operative Ele­
vator building at Regina, comprises 
of 45 members, while the Winnipeg 
office of the association, opened only 
a few months ago, has a staff of eight 
members. The business is confined to 
Saskatchewan.

At the end of 1914 the sales were 
$3112,0110 and the profits approximately 
$9,000. In the year 1915 the sales in­
creased to approximately $850,000, with 
a profit of $15.000. In 1916 the sales 
passed the million dollar mark, with a 
profit of over $15,0110. |„ 1917 the sales 
were $1,600,000 and the profits nearly 
$36,onp. For the calendar year 1918

the sales have increased by 60 per cent, 
over the previous year.

Rochdale Dividend System
Under the Agricultural Co-operative 

Associations Act in Saskatchewan, the 
association has encouraged its locals to 
incorporate and there are now 372 
incorporated under this act. Most of 
these locals are holders of capital de­
lie at ares of the central association at 
Regina and share in the surplus earn­
ings on the patronage basis, similar to 
the Rochdale system, it has been the 
purpose of the association to make all 
its business activities lend their sup 
port to the work of the organizations 
• if the farmers in the association. Each 
local association has complete self gov 
eminent and it is not a shareholders' 
organization. It has been develojied 
to meet the demand of the local as 
««dations in Saskatchewan for a whole­
sale supply department of their own, 
and is building up a steadily increasing 
volume of business 1 hrough these chan 
nets. The association now has 46,000 
members.

In conclusion, it should be remem­
bered that it is not possible in the brief 
space of one article to give more than 
a sketch of the activities and develop­
ments of the organized grain growers 
along commercial lines. The farmers' 
companies have had to fight every step 
of the road in their development and it 
was no doubt best that they should do 
so. The result has been that they are 
built on a firm foundation that is bound 
to endure. These farmers' companies 
came into existence to meet the need 
and the demand of the farmers in the 
prairie provinces for service which they 

■ felt they were not getting. The only 
basis upon which these companies will 
continue is that of giving high-class 
service to their customers. Young men 
are steadily being brought into the 
ranks of the organization and trained 
in the fundamentals of business. It is 
from these young men that the com- 
mercinl leaders of the farmers’ organiz 
at ions of tomorrow must be recruited. 
The future ran only be judged by the 
past but it promises to have much in 
store for the organized grain growers.
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Nationalizing A Farm Movement
The beginning of the Canadian Council of 

Agriculture and what it stands for
Bv Norman Lambert, Secretary Canadian Cot sen. or AoRicri.riREWESTERN Canada, during the 

past sixteen years and a half, 
has witnessed tile gritibl.il 
growth of a great cooperative 
movement amongst its farming 

people. That movement i« represented 
today in the various branches and insti­
tutions of the Grain Growers' organiza­
tions. Canada, during the past eight 
\ ears and a half, has seen extended 
through all her provinces, the far rvai-h 
iug influence of that vital principle of 
co operation which had its origin in the 
agricultural life of the West, The repre 
sentative institution of this nation-wide 
idea of co operation is the Canadian 
Council of Agriculture. What the Grain 
Growers' Associations have done and 
will continue in develop for the farmers 
of the West, the Canadian Council of 
Agriculture hopes to accomplish for all 
the provinces of the Dominion.

In December 1909, at Toronto, on the 
occasion of the annual convention of 
the old Dominion Grange, the Canadian 
Council of Agriculture was organized. 
Roderick McKenzie and E. A. Cartridge, 
well-known grain growers from the 
West, attended the convention of the 
Grange in 1909 as delegates, and they 
drafted the eonatitulioa of the new 
Council of Agriculture. The first presi 
dent of the Council was elected in the 
person of D. W. McCuaig, then presi­
dent of the Manitoba Grain Growers' 
Association, and the first secretary was 
K. C. Drury, of Kimene' county, Ontario. 
It. Menders, of Culross. Manitoba, 
succeeded Mr. McCuaig as president 
of the Canadian Council of Agriculture, 
and lie was followed by .1. A. Mnharg, 
of Moose daw. Saskatchewan, .lust 
last year, Mr. Mnharg'a place was 
tsken by H. W. Wood, of Carstairs, 
Alberta, and thus, the presidents of the 
Grain Growers’ Associations of the three 
Western provinces have had their turn 
in presiding over the affairs of the 
national organization. The position of

secretary. following tlie retirement of 
Mr. Drury, was held by K. .1, Fream. of 
Calgary, until 1914. when Roderick Me- 
Kcnzii- took the office, which he lias held 
up till the present time.

Reorganization in 1916 
At the session of tin- Canadian Conn 

oil of Agriculture in December, 19HI, a 
certain amount of reorganization was 
effected in order that representatives of 
the Grain Growers' different commercial 
companies should be admitted to its 
membership. The council thus emu posed 
was made up as follows: The execu­
tive officers of the United Farmers of 
Alberta, the Alberta Cooperative Ele 
valor Company, The Saskatchewan 
Grain Growers’ Association, The Sas­
katchewan Co-operative Elevator Com­
pany, The Manitoba Grain Growers’ 
Association, The Grain Growers' Grain 
Company, The Grain Growers' Guide, 
The United Farmers of Ontario and the 
United Farmers’ Co-operative Company 
of Ontario, representing oxer 96,0011 
farmers in all, affiliated with the organ 
izalion at that time. Certain changes 
have occurred since 1916. In the first 
place, the Alberta Co operative Elevator 
Company and the Grain Growers' Grain 
Company have been amalgamated mid 
are now known ns The United Grain 
Growers' Limited. In the second place, 
the membership in 1916, provided for 
"not more than five” representatives 
from any Association or Company; and 
just this year, that provision was 
changed reducing the unit of repre­
sentation to ' ' not more than four." At 
the meeting in 1916, it was decided to 
establish the headquarters of the Can 
udinn Council of Agriculture at Winni­
peg, where they are still located, in 
charge of the secretary, Mr. McKenzie

The first big undertaking with which 
the Canadian Council of Agriculture 
was identified, was the famous Siege 
of Ottawa when 8oo farmers from On 
tarin, (Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia. Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta visited the Laurier Govern­
ment in December 1910, and demanded 
more equitable legislation for the peo­
ple of Canada. The farmers naked for 
no special privileges, but only that 
oilier interests lie prevented from levy­
ing tribute upon them. When Sir Wil­
frid Laurier visited the prairie pro­
vinces in the summer of 1910, he was 
met at every point by the organized 
Grain Growers who demanded tariff 
reduction. Shortly afterward. The 
Weekly Sun of Toronto, the organ of 
the Ontario farmers, suggested the 
advisability of sending a large delega 
lion of farmers from all parts of Can­
ada to Ottawa to lay their cause before 
Parliament. The suggestion was en­
dorsed by The Grain Growers’ Guide, 
the organ <>f the Western farmers. 
Other journals also advised the same 
idea and it rapidly found favor through­
out the Dominion. No movement of the 
same character and magnitude had ever 
liera seen before in Canada. In the fol 
lowing year the effect of the Siege of 
Ottawa was revealed when the Laurier 
Government declared itself in favor of 
reciprocity with the United States. That 
trade proposal suggested free trade in 
natural products and the reduction in 
I ho duty on agricultural Implements. 
The demand of the farmers was for en- 
tire free trade in agricultural machin­
ery ns well ns free trade in natural pro­
ducts, and also a substantial increase 
in the 1 ‘ British Preference. ” The 
story of the election of 1911 is well

known. The farmers lost out on that
..... asinn, but the result served the very
good purpose of strengthening their 
various organizations throughout Can- 
ndn, and today the voice of the farm­
ing people is inure influential than it 
Inis ever been since Confederation.

The Farmers' Platform 
In 1916, when the headquarters of 

I lie Canadian Council of Agriculture 
were established in Winnipeg, steps 
were taken to construct a policy which 
was expressed later in the ‘‘Farmer’s 
Platform." This platform was drafted 
by the Canadian Council and was 
adopted separately by The Cnited Far 
mers of Alberta. The Saskatchewan 
Grain Growers' Association. The Mnni 
folia Grain Growers’ Association ami 
the United Farmers nt Ontario. It was 
felt that in order to have legislation 
equitable to all the different interests 
represented in the community of Can­
ada. all these interests must he repre­
sented in the making of such legislation, 
and that until such time as the rural 
population could be adequately repre 
seated in parliament by men having the 
practical training, viewpoint and know 
ledge of agriculture, there need be no 
expectation of legislation that would 
lie just to the farming industry. The 
delegation, at the council meeting in 
1916, having regard to this situation, 
decided that the time was ripe for them 
to direct a course of political action 
which would influence the electors in 
appreciating their responsibility as cit- 

'izi-ns. To this end, the Council adopted 
a platform designed to place the coun­
try on an economic, political and social 
basis that would he in the interest not 
only of farmers, but of the citizens of 
Canada generally. The members of the 
f'anadian Council of Agriculture real­
ized, ns they do now, that the wage 
earners, artisans, professional men and 
tradespeople are effected equally with 
flip agricultural classes by the fiscal and


