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lex taliorih—to do as their enemies did.
In your treatment of hostile barbarians,
you not only may lawfully, but nuist
necessarily, adopt their mode of warfare.
If they come to concjuer you, they may be
conquered by you; if they give no ((uarter,
they are entitled to none ; if the death of
your whole population be their purpose,
you may defeat it by exterminating theirs.
This sufliciently answers the Hily talk of
atheists and semi-atheists about the war-
like wickedness of the Jews.
But Mr. Ingersoll positively, and with

the emphasis of supreme and all-sufflcient
authority, declares that "a war of con-
quest is simply murder." He sustains this
proposition by no argument founded in
prmciple. He puts sentiment in place of
law, and denounces aggressive ligliting
because it is olfonsivo to liis " tondei- and
relined soul": the atrocity of it is there-
fore proportioned to tliesensibilities of his
own heart. He proves war a desp(;rately
wicked thing by continually vaunting his
own love for small children. Babes-
sweet babes—the prattle of babes -are the
subjects of his most pathetic eloqueuco,
and his idea of music is enibodierl in the
commonplace exi)ression of a Hiiu.u, that
the lute is sweet only to those who have
not heard the prattle of their own children.
All this is very amiable in him, and the
more so, perhaps, as these objects of his
affection a ; the youug ones of a race in
his opinion miscreated by an evil-working
chance. But his jyhiloprogeiiUiveneM proves
nothing against Jew or Gentile, seeing that
all have it in an efjual degree, and those
feel it most who make the least parade of
it. Certainly it gives him no authority to
malign the God who implanted it alike in
the hearts of us all. But 1 admit that his
benevolence becomes peculiar and ultra
when it extends to beasts as well as babes.
He is struck with horror by the eacriticial
solemnities of the Jewish religion. " The
killing of these animals was," he says, " a
terrible system," a '-shedding of innocent
blood," "shocking to a refined and sensitive
soul." There is such a depth of tender-
ness in this feeling, and such a splendor of
refinement, that I give up without a
struggle to the superiority of the man who
merely professes it. A carnivorous Ameri-
can, full of beef and mutton, who mourns
with indignant sorrow bec.iuse bulls and
goats were killed in Judea three thousand
years ago, has reached the climax of
sentimental goodness, and should be per-
mitted to dictate on all questions of peace
and war. Let Grotius, Vattel, and Puffen-
dorf, as well as Moses and the prophets
hide th«ir diminished heads.

'

But to show how inelHcacious, for all
practical purposes, a mere sentiment is
when substituted for a priciplo. it is only
necesBiiry to recolle(;t tiiat Mr. Ingersoll is

himself a warrior who staid not behind
the mighty men of his tribe when they
gathered themselves together for a war of
coiuiuest. He took the lead of a regiment
as eager as himself to spoil the ]*hilistines,
"and out he went a-coloneling." Hovv
many Amalekites, and Hittites, and
Amorites he put to the edge of the sword,
how many wi%es he widowed, or how
many mothers he " unbabed " cannot now
be told. I do not even know how many
droves of innocent oxen he condemned
to the slaughter. But it is certain that
his relined and tender soul took great
pleasure in the terror, conllagration, blood,
and tears wUh which the war was attended',
and in all the hard oppressions which the
conquered people vvc^re made to suffer
afterward. I do not say that th< w.-u' was
either l)etler or worse for his paitioipation
and approval. But if his own conduct
(for which he professes neither penitence
nor siiame) was right, it was right on
grounds which make it an inexcusable out-
rage to call the children of Israel savage
criminals for carr3,-inip on wars of aggres-
sion to save the life of their government.
These inconsistencies are the necessary
consecjuence of having no rule of action
and no guide for the conscience. When a
man throws away the golden metewand of
the law which God has provided, and
tnkes the elastic cord of feeling for his
measure of righteousness, you cannot tell
from day to day what he will think or do.

Third. But Jehovah permitted his chos-
en people to hold the captives they took in
war or purchased from the heathen as ser-
vants for life. This was slavery, and Mr
Ingersoll declares that "in all civilized
countries it is not only admitted, but it is
passionately asserted, that slavery is, and
always was, a hideous crime"; therefore
he concludes that Jehovah wai a criminal.
This would be & non st't/uitur, even if the
pn mises were true. But the premises are
false

; civilized countries have admitted no
such thing. That slavery is a crime, un-
der all circumstances and at .ill times) is a
doctrine first started by the adherents' of a
political faction in this country, .less than
ftnty years ago. They denounced God and
Christ for not agreeing with them,
in terms very similar to those
used here by Mr. Ingersoll. But
they did not constitute the civilized world-
nor were they, if the truth must be told a
very respectable portion of it. Politically,
they were successful

; I need not say by
what means, or witli what effect upon th


