
til 1

vv

pannl niul .•lul.omtc.I with -r.^at .•aiv. mikI ili'' .nnvii-tion foi-

.....1 it-olf uimn my ini...l tliiit scvonil of o.ir l.-a.V.n- i.i.l.lu'

„„.„ <.n Loth si.los of politic- would l.avc shon.. iar inoiv l.nl-

liaiitlv in tli<! dischai-;:'' of a similar duty.

Li-avin.' Wa^iiii'^ton our routo now lies over soiiu! of the

finest sc-e.uTy in Amcri.-a. If you look at a n.ai), y<.u will

see lying to the west of yur assumed position the ehain of

the AlU-hanv mountains; these mountains at their greatest

dtitude cxccMUix thonsmid feet, and within the memory of

persons now livin- presented such an insurmountahl.; harrier

,o the transit of merehandise, that persons living on the At-

l-mtie ^ide of th.^ mountains who wished to sell their prod.ice

in the country Wing to the west, actually went hy sea to New

Orleans, thence' up the I\Iississippi and Ohio to the market

for their broods. They th.ii returned hy a road over the Alle-

.vhanies which allowed the passage of trav.dhnvs though it was

'oo rough and precipitous for general trallie. Noiv a radway.

which is one of the boldest efTorts of engineering skill ni the

world carries von at nearly 3<) miles an hour over these giddy

heights and lands vou on the oth.n- side in fewer hours than

it f^n-merly took weeks. So great is the height surmounted

that although the trees at the foot were in lull leaf when

..rosscd it in the month of ISlay, on the summit the buds had

not yet begun to burst and the forests looked almost wmtry.

The road winds its way over sublime heights and spans g.ddy

ravines where you look sh.eer down for hundreds of feet, and

whether you will or not, your thoughts arc solemnized by the

natural grandeur of the scene.

On this route too, there isanotheropportunity of witnessing

nature in one of her grandest operations. Harper's ferry is

passed only too quickly. Tlic inexorable train waited but

live short minutes which was far too brief to satisfy the eye

or mind. From the chain of the Alleghany mountains a spur

or offshoot extends called the Blue Ridge ;
this llidge runs


