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«lio prcciouit orcH, ncldom lios no«r ilio lurriico, ^liiit iiiuhI ofiefi
lit) «flicilcd by long, poliRiit and dwj» invcxtignlion, and il» «l-

luinmcnt bo Uii; ruwurd «f porstovornig nnd slrunnons cllurlx.
" Oiir holy religion," says Dr. Dnrrow, "ordinurily dulh
" rol'uso a luddon and prc'ci|iiiato ossont, admitting no niuii
" capablo Àf jndging and chooMing for bimsulf to ilio parlicipu-
" lion of it, or lo llio namo ond privilèges of a wortliy buliovur,
" nntil nftor f^ coninotunt lime and opportiinitios of instruction,
»" lio can oporovo Iiimself to undorstandit woll, and dothavow
* Inmsclf to bo cordially norsundod of its trulh." 8ce lior-
rows Hornion ort Kaitli.— llnt, if thero wero no othor toxt
•lic) sacrod volume, tlio passage taken as ihe lubject of t^

Discoursu would b« amply sufficienl to substantiate this gre
iriilli. 1 ncod not i^jform ninny who lieor n)o tbis dny, tliat tl

oiiginnl word liere rondcrcd lo try, dcnçtcs iliat pro-
t«!.ss by which motals are çxnmined by firo, in ordcr lliot llie

Piire oro niny be scjMiratcd froin tlie droijs. Mony tcxts iniglit

iHybrought Irom tlio old Tcslnmcnt to prove this,"hut tiino will
only permit me to cite a vory few. Jer. 9th c. 7lh v. Tliero-
loïc tbiis soitb tlio Lord of Hosts, bchold I wilI mcll theni ond
iry tliem, for liow shnil I do for tlie ddugbtor of my pcople.
And IVov. 8th c. lOtb v. Hoceive my instruction and not
silvcr, and knowlcdgo ratlicr tlian cboicti gold. An^ l7tli c.
3rd v. of ilic sanio book, Tlie fining not is for silver and tbo
fiirnaoo for gold, but tho Lord tryetb tlio hearts. And in tbo
New Tesiainent, Ist Peter, Ist c. 7th v. Tliat tlic trial of
your failli, being niucli more precious tlian of gold tlial peri^botli,
tliough it be tried wiili fire, might bo founcT unto praiso and
lionour and glorv at tbo appcaring of Jésus Clirist. Our 8a-
vioiir, nltliougb bc liad tbo lestinioiiy of John tlic Haplist, and
nlliiougli ho spoko as nevor nian spoke, and bis captions and
prcjudiccd countrymen could not rcsist fhe wisdom witb wbicli
bo addressed tbeni, did ncvertbeless appeal to miracles as tho» /
only rational test of tbo truth of bis divine mission. John 5ili/
c. yOth V. But I (says lie) bave greatcr witnc?s ihan tliat of
John, for ihe work wbich the Fatber hatli givcn me to finish
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the saine works tbat I do bear witness of me, tbat the t'allior
hath sent me. And in the Idtli c. 24lb *. of tbo same Evaii-
gelist, If I Imd not done among them tbo works wbich none
ollier man did, ibey bad notbad.sin, viz. tho great national
sin of rojecting tlic Messiab. Thus we seo tbat our holy rcli-
gioi), so far from inculcaling implicit faith and prostration of the
•indcrstanding, comniands it as a dbty, to make the best use of
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