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people to virtue after having taken away the foundations on

which it rests. For the Catholic there is only one true reh-

gion, the Catholic religion ; and, therefore, when it is a ques-

tion of the teaching of morality or religion, he can neither

accept nor recognize any which is not drawn from Catholic

doctrine.

Justice and reason then demand that the school shall

supply our scholars not only with a scientific sjstem of in-

struction but also a body of moral teaching which, as we have

said, is in harmony with the principles of their religion,

without which, far from being of use, education can bo noth-

ing but harmful. From this comes the necessity of havmg

Catholic masters and reading books and text books approved

by the Bishops, of being free to regulate the school m a

manner which shall be in full accord with the profession of

the Catholic faith as well as with all the duties which flow

from it. Furthermore, it is the inherent right of a lather's

position, to see in what institutions his children shall be edu-

' cated, and what masters shall teach them moral precepts.

When, therefore. Catholics demand, as it is their duty to

demand and work, that the teaching given by schoolmaatera

shall be in harmony with the religion of- their children, they

are contending justly.
* And nothing could be more unjust

than to compel them to choose an alternative, or to allow

^ their children to grow up inignorance or to throw them amid

an environment which constitute^ a manifest danger for the

supreme interests of their souls, these principles of^judgr

ment and action, whi6h are based upon truth and justice, and

which form the safeguards of public as well as private inter-

ests, it is unlawful to call in question or in any way to

abandon. And so, when the new legislation came to strike

Catholic education in the Province of Manitoba, it was your

duty, Venerable Brethren, publicly to protest against injustice

and the blow that had been dealt ; and the way in which you

fulfilled this duty has fumisheja a strilfing proof of your indi-

vidual vigilance and of your true episcopal zeal. Although
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