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" AND THENCE TO BED " 225

converted into a thoroughly modern hospital

with wards and operating-theatre. Most of

the work had been done by the members of the

hospital staff themselves, and, as we were taken

in, the last bits of hotel furniture were still

standing in the haL waiting to be removed.

By this time I was rather exhausted, and I

cannot remember more than a matron in a

dark silk dress with a very gentle, pretty face

bending over me and asking me if I was com-
fortable, and my replying in a voice that was
little above a whisper that it was good to be in

bed. I think she said, too, something to the

nvurse about " not putting him to bed like that."

I had been in the same clothes for a fortnight

and they were very muddy, and I remember
having my breeches cut off and being helped

into a flannel night-shirt. I woke later to find

a nurse beside me with a basin of water. " Would
you like to wash ? " she asked. I gazed at her

apatheticaUy. " Come on then, I'll do it for

you," she said kindly. She dipped a piece of

flannel in the basin and rubbed it gently over

my face. Then she took one of my hands and

rubbed that ; then streaks of white appeared

down my fingers as the caked mud was cleared.


