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PART V.-MISCELLANEOUS.

Cooking Food for Swine. A great many experiments have been conducted

with cooked food for swine at the various experiment stations; and for tliis

reason we have done practically nothing in this line of work, with the excep-

tion of cooking turnips. Taking the results of tests from different stations,

we find many contradictory results, sometimes the cooked food scoring an

adv.intage, but oftcner. the uncooked taking the lead. So far as can be
made out from the results, it would seem that cooking does not increase the

feeding value of meal; and the weight of evidence is in favor of the theory
that cooking decreases the digestibility of meal. Potatoes, however, appc.ir

to bo improved by cooking. Turnips are rendered more palatable by cookm;;;
but it is doubtful whether their feeding value is increased thereby. If i( is

desired to feed a large quantity of turnips, no doubt cooking is an advantage.
In the case of sugar beets and mangels, which the hogs eat readily in tlie

raw .st.ntc, it is very doubtful whether cooking pays. On the whole, thcrrforo.
cooking apparently tends to make foods more palatable in some cases: but
its effect upon the dicrestihility of foods appears to be injurious, rather tli.iii

beneficial. Potatoes, however, seem to be an exception to the general n\]r,
and rir' believed ti b more digestible, as well a< more palitab!e. when cooke 1.

Soaked. Wet an'! Dry Meal. So far as can be gleaned from experiuMits
to date, so.nkin.!! nun! for several hours before feeding appears to improve its
feeding value It is doubt ftil. however, whether wetting the food iust before
feediiiK h:is very much influence. One of the difificulties we have experienceil
in feeihii.q- dry meal, i^ the prevention of waste, particularly in outside feedin.ir.
where a ratlier large number of hogs are fed together. In such cases, consi!
erable meal is thrown out of the troughs and trampled into the earth Wh<M<-
only a few hogs are fed togeth-r. especially where they are fed in a pen with a
cement lloor. tlurc is very little waste. Where the meal is ted wet there is
danger of forcing a hog to take more water than it requires, especially in e.:.!
w-eatlier. This is most important in the case of breeding sows, especially wher<-
they are led oii.d( ors. as recommended elsewhere. For breeding sows 'ed
out.^oors Ae won!,! recommend dry meal. There may be a waste of m,:nbut we Ik.uv,. tl-.is u-,11 be more than paid back when the pips arc born. The

of t '^"nVv
'"" f -^ l.^r.'rely one of jud.gment, and calls for careful studvof the conditions unrlcr whvh the feeding is done. For ordinarv winter fe.-!-ing. we have had very satisfactory results from mixing the drv meal witlipulped roots, and allowing the mixture to stand from one feeding "me
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