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'I'lii- intfiii.il organ- -liould not lie allowf.i to r.-niain in tin-

fish for uiiy great length of time after capture because of the
deveh)piiicnt of a pecuUar odour prohahly due to tlie character of
the food. The tiesh is .solid and when |)roperly hainlleil there is

very much slower deti'rioration in quality than in the ca,-,e of fish

with much -ofter flesh. This means that there should he no diffi-

culty i!i shipping the n.uttonfish to distant nuirkets.

PALATABII.ITY

The Hesh of the inuttontish is white, solid, of good appearance
and fine flavour. It is not oily and not more hony than the ordinary
fish. It has been placed on the table at the Bioh)gical Station,
St. Andrews, frequently, and all who have eaten it have |)ro::ounced
it very good. IJenn in " Kishes of New York" says: "It alTords a
ver.v savory fooii." The Hesh of somi> of the older fish may i)e

slightly tough when fried, hut is (piite tender when boih'd. The
skill can be removed without niiich difficulty l>"fore cooking if

desired.

PARASITK.S

During the summer of 1!>18 ;i cousidrrabl.' number of muttoii-
fish taken in the Pas.-amai) noddy bay region were foun<i to be
infested by round worms in the body muscles. From May ^\ to
July 2'.i the extent of this p.irasitism was not realized an ' no ri>cord

was kept, although a few aM's were noticed. Aftc -lie L.tter

date, of 41 sptcimens examined 2.") individuals were and to b.-

para-<itizeil, which is a per 'entage of (it). Th(> worms ;i>e about an
inch in length and not more than three have been foumi ui a -ingle

fish. Similar worms have been found in the nuiscles of f!ounde:s
and cod taken in the same region and possibly this |)arasiti>ni nuiy i.i>

only local and only occur to any extent in certaiii years, .\nlhori-

ties on fish parasites are agreed th.it there is no evid.'tice thai

these round worms can live in tht> human body, and when the fish

is cooked there is absolutely no danger. The worms do not render
the fish unfit for food and if Hounders and cod so parasitized find

ready sale, the muttonfish need not be condemned.
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