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oajne so suddenly that there was no time e'en for a quiet

Only a few weeks before the outbreak of the war a
briUiant celebration was held in the little university town' of
Groningen, in Holland, where many British marines and
other prisoners are now interned. It was a really international
gathenng, of a kind that will be veri- rare indeed for many
years to come. Representatives were gathered together from
most of the great universities of the -orld. In their presence
and m he hearing also of Queen Wilhelmina, the "Rector
Magnificus" reminded us of how his university had been
founded to take — the work of Louvain and Toumay, in the
days when, three aundred years ago, th' Dutch provincia
were wrestling with the power of Spain for an independent
national existence and for liberty of conscience. How little
did wo think, in tho.se piping days of p-^ace, that within a
few short weeks the neighbouring country gf Belgium would
be overrun by an even more ruthless conqueror; and that the
head of a worid-famous German university, whose hand we
clasped in cordial friendship, would now b ; handing oiit
honorary iegroes to two leading representatives of the Krupp
works at Essen, in recognition of their diabolical preemin-
ence in the forging of death-dealing weapons of war!

One never can tell, m the life of a nation any more thanm private Ufe, what would have happened if a different
course had been pursued. The other side holds that if Eng-
land had meant war she should uave said so at once. One
reason for the insensate hatred by which we are assailed
to-day is that we are alleged to have waited craftily until
Germany had become embroiled with both France and Russia
before jumping in as a make-weight against her. Germany
sincerely believed that, sooner or later, war with Russia
(whom she reaUy feared) was inevitable. For a time she seems
to have hoped that she might have Russia alone to deal with
and she looked to England to keep Fraj.ce quiet. It was only
after France too had accepted her chaUenge that we decided
to go in against her, so as to turn the balance.


