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Shelburne he visited, and he corresponded with several of the 
settlers.

His general administration of public affairs bad been most 
satisfactory, and he had become popular; but at this time there 
arose a great difficulty which had the tendency to make great 
divisions and turmoil throughout the province, and to give 
the action of Parr and his Council a most partizan character 
in the eyes of a portion of the people. In the Legislature a 
motion was carried to investigate the administration of justice 
in the superior court, which resulted in the impeachment of the 
Judges Isaac Deschamps and James Brenton, for maladministra­
tion of justice. The charges were investigated and found correct 
on every count. The matter was referred to the Council, and the 
examination was conducted by Parr and Council behind closed 
doors. While the investigation was going on, Judge Deschamps 
struck the names of the attorneys who made the charges, off 
the roll of attorneys, and great excitement ensued. This may 
be regarded as the period when party divisions were first ex­
perienced in Nova Scotia. The attack, or rather charges, on 
the judges were made by two lawyers, Sterns and Taylor, who 
were Loyalists. The judges belonged to the original settlers, 
or old inhabitants, and so the division began. In January 
1788, Attorney-General Blowers, another Loyalist, was made 
member of the Council, which created a vacancy in the repre­
sentation of the county of Halifax. In February an election 
was held. Stems the Loyalist, had 374 votes, and Morris who 
represented the old inhabitants, obtained 415. A great riot 
ensued, the Loyalists acting most violently. Many were beaten 
badly. One man was killed, and several were severely injured. 
Riotous mobs for three days paraded the streets, and attacked 
all whom they suspected of being on the opposite side. At 
last, the military were called out, and quelled the disturbance. 
This was the first division in politics, and it was called "old 
comers1' and "new comers." The party divisions thus originated, 
existed for years, extended to the House of Assembly, and for 
twenty years the battle was fought out in each election, and


