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• “Do you réalité Mini another flvr , 
■ y oars livings tis to 19.50? I confess U „ 

rame ns a shock to me when I thought 
abolit If)lô and 19.50. XYhat this world 
will witness in those next the years 
(tod alone knows. NX> run only pray 
tlml it will not compare with tin* last 
five years. Will anyone view this 
world today without feeling a deep 
concern as to what lies before us?
I r member six or seven years ago 
looking at Kurope at that time and 
thinking what responsibility might 
hr mine in regard hi taking one’s 
country into war, hut I felt at that 
time that we were facing not a eon- 
flirt that would he local, hut a rnn- 
flirt that would spread over the en­
tire world and I used those words

when 1 first spoke about it in the 
I louse of Commons.

After Nearly Six Years
“After nearly six years of terrible 

conflict we have subdued the firms 
that we had to face, but we have still 
this enemy across the Pacific, hut 
what is worse than alt is the con­
dition of hate and mistrust and mis­
ery that is the result of the war. I 
beg of you in choosing the govern 
ment for the next five years to ask 
ypurselves, of the men offering them­
selves who are the best qualified to 
serve us at the present time? We arc 
still in the world war. We are at tin* 
moment witnessing nations meeting 
at San Francisco seeking out a plan 
which will help to maintain peace, 
once peace has been secured. The San 
Francisco meeting will not deal with 
the making of the peace terms or set­
tle the boundaries of the countries ot 
Kurope. \I1 that remains to hr done. 
Ohr of the duites of the new govern­
ment will hr to send to the peace 
tabic representatives who will help to 
make that peace.

“You have another great phase of 
national effort to consider. Wr have 
built up over the last five or six years 
out of a nation entirely at peace, a 
great war economy. NS e have organ­
ized this whole nation for war. It has 
been a great effort. NN lien wp started 
we were not doing anything fast 
enough; criticism was offered on 
every side in respect to this and that 
not being right. NN e held to a definite 
plan and took each step at a time, 
and tried to do the work as thor­
oughly as we could and we haxe or­
ganised Canada as a machine built 
for war.

“NVc have to change that back from 
a war economy to a peace economy. 
We have got to get the war industries 
changed into industries lor peace. 
Hundreds of thousands of men arc 
coming hack from overseas. NN p have 
got these problems ahead of us.

■ What Government?

“NYhat government can wr think of 
is best to undertake this work, a 
government who has had to do with 
it from the start or bring in a new 
group of men who have had nothing 
in the way of experience in regard to 
I he great war effort of Canada ? This 
is one tiling you will have to con­
sider very carefully.

“There is the further question — 
what about the next the years? The 
liiing that I him most proud of in 
connection with the present adminis­
tration has hmi the magnilimiter of 
I he war effort. That I attribute to 
the people of Canada. Xml let me 
say in regard to tin* government’s 
part, 1 leave it to you to judge 
whether we have hern faithful to thr 
trust which you imposed in us five 
years ago.

“Five years ago wp were in the 
midst of war. NVc came before the 
people of Canada and asked for a 
mandate to carry on thr war. NVc told 
the people if we were returned we 
would endeavor to make Canada's war 
effort, worthy of Canada and in the 
years since our minds have been 
focussed on that end.

“There arc two things that should 
he considered as to the government. 
J low has the government discharged 
the trust given to them, and what do 
they intend to do in the years to 
come?

“Looking at the war effort as a 
whole that Canada lias maintained Up 
to this hour, may I ask you can you 
think of any other group of men in 
Canada who could have discharged 
their responsibility hotter than we 
have discharged ours? That, I say to 
you, is thr first ground in which we 
appeal to you for a renewal of your 
confidence. The excellent, war effort 
is the best evidence of what you may 
expect from now on.

Manpower Question
“There are many men and women 

today who continue to consider the 
manpower question. They are not do­
ing it because the war effort has not 
been a success. They admit it has 
been a tremendous success. But they 
want to obscure anything they have 
to offer and to obscure what the gov­
ernment has done and its program for 
the future. It is the second part that 
I wish to speak about tonight be­
cause that is what concerns the fu­
ture.

“What I think lies more at the 
basis of success is that we should 
have full employment. During this 
period of the war there has been 
greater prosperity. Our effort has 

..been directed to destruction but there

lias hern great prosperity in this war. 
If prosperity ran come through em­
ployment at a time of war why can­
not even greater prosperity comp In 
timr^ of peace when men’s efforts and 
thr efforts of the nation are directed 
not to tile work of destruction hut 
to tlir work of construction ?

“I want to speak on construction 
tonight, what thr government has
been planning so t lie re will he plenty 
of employment during tin* years to 
come. If there is not full employment 
during that period, we believe the 
problems, some of these problems, 
will become incapable of solution. Our 
government has not Just taken up in 
th * last few months the question of 
looking to the future. NN e began to 
lay our plans for employment in the 
years to come,

“In the first place employment will 
come through the circulation of 
money plentifully throughout the 
country. The government has hern 
spending vast sums of money for mu­
nitions and vast sums to maintain 
our armies at the front and vast sums 
for the payment of food. Vast sums 
of money have got into circulation. 
When the war stops in Japan is this 
employment going to cease? It will 
cease unless there is very careful 
planning.

“Let me state the first step we 
have taken. You have all had to put 
aside a certain amount of savings. 
You have bought N’ietory bonds. The 
government already has large sums 
of money that you have paid over 
to it and which is there to your 
credit. As soon as the war is over 
these vast sums that have been put 
aside in savings will he released and 
that money will flow out through 
our country, not to purchase instru­
ments of destruction, but to pur­
chase things Tor our homes. There 
will come at once a great demand 
for furniture and clothing and uten­
sils and construction of new homes, 
and the money is there. You will 
have a great demand for these things 
and these things will give great em­
ployment.

“Some of you at first wondered 
why the government adopted its 
policy of a price veiling. This price 
veiling has prevented inflation and it 
permits the standard of living to he 
maintained on a certain level. In 
Vancouver I said that if I had not 
been in San Francisco at the govern­
ment expense I would not like to 
have been there because the cost of 
living is so much greater than in 
Canada. T here has been a policy to 

---- try to maintain purchasing power in_


