ale

During the year now ended, picked officers
and non-commissioned officers from the Canadian army
In Britaln served with the British First Army in the
Tunisian campalgn. Their service in Africa foreshadowed

Canadlian particlpation in military operations to come.

July 10th, 1943, will ever be a memorable date in the

history of Canada. Tarly that morning, the First
Divisgion of the Canadlan army landed in Sicjly.J Our
troops were accorded the honour of forming a part of
the British Elghth Army.| They were the hinge between
the Britlsh and American forces throughout most of the
fighting in Siecily. All Canada i1s proud of the achlevements
of Canada's soldlers in that campalgn. Their courage and
efflclency won for them, from the Allied commanders, the
highest pralise.

Before the occupation of Sicily was completed,‘
the Canadian troops were withdrawn from the battlefront
to rrepare, with other units of the Eighth Army, for the
landing on the Italian mainland. On the eve of that
1and1ng,‘I received from General Simonds a most enheartening
description of the spirit of the force under his command.
His cable was 1n reply to a message of congratulations I

had sent to him'and to our troops at the conclusion of the

Sicillian campalgn.




