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It muât he apparent, fro what I have said to 

you, end from what you yourselves heve lied opportunity to 

witness since January 25th, that in taking tlio step I did 

at that tie I was but fulfilling y constitutional duty 

as *rim Minister onoe I saw that a general election at the 

earliest mnenfcn possible lied beocine necessary In the 

Interests of the country, of Canada'e war effort, and of 

the allied cause, so to advise the Governor General, regard­

less of what lnconvenlonoo It zrdfht occasion the Gorrfcora of 

Parliament, moot of wham wore ay own supporters, or however 

much the step ltsolf might be misinterpreted and ;:ilsropre- 

sented in the course of the elections themselves*

It lias been said I was 'scut tling" Parliament.

May I say that those who ako this assertion wore prepared,

if such were the case, to souttlo the people# If I were

scuttlIn the 3hlp of dtete, thoae who o> osed the step

were prepared to aunttle tha Nation* ihe xtoplo, not Parliament,

are the source of all political authority and paver# Ther

are times and seasons for all things# he time for a new

Par 11 went had ooriej to atte pt to carry on with a Parliament

that had already had five eesslona, with the knowledge that

a central eleetioi was Immediately to fellow, would have been

to ltnore altogether the effect of such a course upon

Canall*i unity, upon Canada's war effort, and upon the cause


