It must be apparent, Irow what . have sald to
ou, and fyom what you yowrselves have had oppar tunity to
witness silnece Janusyy 26th, that in taking the step . dlid
at that time I was but fulfilling my constltutional duty
as ’rime Minlster once I saw thot a general olection at the
earllest momentn possible had becore necessary in the
interests of the country, of Canada's war effort, and of
the alllied cause, s0 to advise the Uovernor Temeral, regard-
loss of what inconvenlience it might ocecasion the lenbera of
‘arliament, most of whon wore my own supporters, or howover
mch the step ltself might be misinterpreted and nlsrepro=
sonted in the course of the electlions themselves.

It has been sald I was "seuttling" rarlisment,
May I say that those who male this assertion were preparod,
if such were the case, to scuttle the peoples LI L were
scuttlineg the Shilp of Htate, those who 0, 0sed the step
were prepared to sunttle the Natlons, The people, not ‘arllament,
are the source of all political authority and pover. ‘her
are tines and seasons for all things. The time for a new
Parlismont had comey to atterpt to earry on with a Parlisment
that had already had five sesslons, witl: the Imowledge that
2 poneral electlon was lmediately to fellow, would have been

to isnore altorether the effect of such a cowrse upon

Canadlan unity, upon Cameda's war effort, and upon the cause




