_Erelimimary Statement on Department of Munitions and Supply

The Bill before the .douse is intended —ea—te-
nade-piadn-by-the-tiéde, to give the government the
necessary suthority to set up a Department of Munitions
and ‘:Supply?r if oireumstences as they develoup show that
such & department, with a-full-time Minister at its
head, ie necessary to the errective prosecution of
the war,

(B down. porese bors mus o tnnns

%&n the United Kingdom during the last war,
it proved necessary, in order to meet the unprecedented
demands for munitions and other supplies, to set up
a separate Ministry of Munitions. Beforge this action
was taken, the need hgd become so preséing that Mr.
Lloyd George, who gdoupied, as Changellor of the Ex-

chequer, the most important posijfon in the Cabipét

after the PrigJ'Minister (Mr, Xsquith), was chosen to

preside ovgr:the new departmﬁnt.

Mr. Lloyd George, in his »moirs, makes some
very significant observations which bear directly on
the proposal being made by the government, In a speech
mmee at Manchester while he»wes organizing the Ministry




