A new Canada?

by Stuart Flinn

The eminent Canadian econo-
mist Eric Kierans spoke at Hen-
son College on Tuesday,
addressing the question “Can-
ada: Does the vision still live?”

The two-hour talk, hosted by
the Dalhousie Canadian Studies
Society, dealt with Canada’s
direction both politically and
economically. The main topics
discussed were free trade, VIA
Rail, the Meech Lake accord, and
the general sales tax (GST).

Kierans, a former federal
cabinet minister, describes him-
self as a decentralist who sees
Canada realigning itself from an
east-to-west axis to a north-to-
south orientation. This new Can-
ada would be pulled into a
continental economy and from
there to a global economy con-

trolled by high profit-motivated
corporations.

According to Kierans, Meech
Lake would help stop this move
to centralization by giving back
to the individual provinces the
power to control their own
futures. But the accord is in
danger from a number of sources
that are dragging Canada
towards “globalization’’, which,
says Kierans, “will lead to the
death of Sir John A. MacDonald’s
ideas of a nation from sea to sea’’.

Kierans says Canada is made
up of five regions: British Colum-
bia, the Prairies, Ontario,
Quebec, and the Atlantic area.
These regions would function
more efficiently under Meech
Lake, he says, since “‘they know
what will work in their own back
yards better than Ottawa does”.
In contradiction to thisdecentral-

ized approach is free trade, which

forces Canada to act as a “homo-
genous unitarian state, which it 1s
not,”" says Kierans,

Kierans says the GST is a by-
product of free trade. Although
not opposed to high taxes to sup-
port Canada’s social programs,
he sees the GST as a hindrance to
the success of Meech Lake, since it
takes away from the provinces
one of their primary sources of
revenue, the sales tax. From the
federal perspective, says Kierans,
the GST is their only option,
since an increase in corporate tax
would “‘chase away business to
the south™.

Kierans also disagrees with the
dismantling of VIA Rail. It will
cause Canada 1o lose one of its
primary modes of transportation,
he says, “and wimesses the death
of the national dream”.

Hope for Nicaragua

by Joey Goodings

Nicaragua must have suppor
to develop in the face of U.S.
efforts to dismantle its govern-
ment, says Karen Rothschild of
the Nicaragua aid group, Tools
for Peace.

Rothschild described her two
week stay in Nicaragua with a
slide show on October 16 at the
SUB. Tools for Peace aims to
help Nicaragua through a grass
roots form of development
assistance.

Rothschild was in Nicaragua
during the tenth anniversary cele-
brations of the Sandinista revolu-
tion on July 19. She said
hundreds of thousands gathered

in Managua to show their sup-

port for the revolution. One slide
of a banner in the middle of the
crowd read “Un futuro lumi-
noso,” meaning a bright future.
“It's quite imposing to see
$50,000 people in a demonstra-
tion,” said Rothschild, who was
overwhelmed by the turnout.
Another slide focused on an
effigy of George Bush. It was fol-
lowed by more slides showing
people demonstrating in front of
the U.S. embassy. Rothschild
interpreted this as Nicragua say-
ing, “There is no need for you
[the U.S.] to come here and pro-
tect us.”” She said these demon-
strations have continued on a
regular basis since the U.S.

invaded Grenada in 1982.
While travelling throughout

the country, Rothschild had the

opportunity to speak with many

people working in the agricultu-
ral sector. However difficult their
situation was, she found the com-

, mon response was that things are.
better now than before the
revolution.

“For 45 years, we were under
Somoza’s boots. We have had to
make sacrifices to be able to
achieve something through our
revolution,” said one rural Nica-
raguan to Rothschild.

Rothschild used the slides to
describe some of the killings that
took place under Anastasio Som-
oza, the Nicaraguan leader over-
thrown by the 1979 revolution.
While watching a slide of a vol-
cano she told the audience that
Somoza had people pushed into it
from a helicopter. The Nicara-

., Buan government estimates over
300,000 people were killed by
Somoza’s National Guard.

The audience discussed the
subject of Contra support after
the slide show. Tim Bood of

Tools for Peace said the Contras

are made up of Somoza's

National Guard for the most part

and that they often use forced
conscription.

“When some contras come to a
village, shoot a teacher or some-
one important, and then ask some
people to join them, it is difficult
to refuse,” he said.

Rothschild feels Canada

Although rthe
accord is not perfect, says Kierans,
it is a force to act against central-
ism, which, in the form of free

Meech Lake

trade, VIA cuts, and the GST, is
threatening the country as it now
exists.

5 ou_t to e crowd, he was
explain the recent trends.

. in the Western industrialized
_ nations as being a product of the
West changing from a factory sys-
_ tem towards one of techno]ogy
 and service. -

_ Solow warned that a recessmn
_ and higher _r_.mgmplnym:m_ m;es

should be more vocal and asser-
tive in its support for Nicaragua,
and should not shy away from it
because of relations with the Uni-
ted States. Canada will be a part
of the UN team that will be
observing the upcoming election

E'QIJSA g! jqaz continued on page 18

espec:ally as empioyets are reluc- o emﬁnu-d m pm‘%ﬂ .

Thursday October 26 Dalhousle Gazette Page 3




