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the clitoris and inner labia, then the vulva is sewn 

. . shut' leaving only a small hole for urine and
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an overwhehnmg sense of hopelessness and for its sexual repression offèred ,7^ *'11u*™ ”*** ^ ” remarked
loss of control, where technology has taken __________________ P n. offered special after bearing a child.The ampaUang, an uncommon
over our lives, it is a way of reclaiming not 
only the physical but the sexual as well.There
are many aspects to this, but in my mind there
are three main ways of looking at the sexuality 
of body decoration: 1) as fashion, 2) as I JENN Brown 
repression, mutilation and contr ' and 3) as I 
a way of marking life’s journey and reclaiming I 
one’s own body. Examples of all three exist Prostitution is a job.
throughout history. | It’s a job with no unemployment benefits.

no government regulations to protect the 
employees, and no health plan, but a job none 
the less. Movies like “Pretty Women’’ depict 

Decoration and modification of sexual areas Pro$t,tution as fun or perhaps glamorous, but 
of the body goes back a long way, especially thi$ is far from ‘he case. I had the opportunity 
in terms of piercing. Ttukese women of to ta,k with a former prostitute and discuss his 
Polynesia pierced their labia to attract suitors. I exPerlences while he was working. The 
Piercing of the foreskin is believe to have I cxPeriences discussed are strictly Ms and not 
evolved from a practice M ancient Greece necessarily those of all prostitutes, 
during the Olympic Games (around 776 BC). He wiU bc c*Hed Dan for the 

'AtMetes competed in the nude and to keep | PurPoses this article. He has
requested to have Ms name left out 
because he is no longer in the 
business. Dan is a thirty year old 
student living in a major Canadian 
city and he has been out of the 
business for about
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ring is jewelery worn bv some Afi-i JT 8 be ÜV,ng around the India« Ocean. The 
when they go off on a lone hunt 7 " C i"16" Plercin8 *s performed by an old woman during metal mg Lfh” ‘ ‘“'‘e *”'1 <“*»■ b»
.H.„ Z having ZJZ.h-m,„Uy m,„gh *, or*. h,.d of
their wives. ^ nis* a^ove the urethra. This enhances

pleasure for both the male and female during 
intercourse and many women from that region 
will refuse sex with a man who does not have 

Many Arab youths, when they reach 
manhood, are given a silver stud or ring at 
their celebration. The jewelery is inserted 
through the left side of scrotum, between the 
testicles, at the base of the penis. TMs piercing, 
called a “hafada," is believed 
testes from

This is a hard topic to give examples for.

one.
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AIn modern Western culture, there has 
recently been an uprising of “
primitivism, especially of body piercing, and
there is much

neo- .♦*• r
• *’ * to prevent the 

ever returning to the groin, it is a 
sign that a boy has become 

Sexual reclamation through body 
modifications is a fairly new phenomenon. For 
various reasons, people are reasserting their 
own role in their sexuality. By piercing “sexual" 
body parts, a growing number of people are 
promoting a personal recognition of sexuality. 
Among feminist circles, it symbolises women’s 
regaining control of their bodies in a patriarchal 
society. In gay culture, many men and women 
are using their bodies to show their pride in 
their lifestyle.
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th
Pi

at it as work. There was 
about it."

nothing pleasurable qtthey would call you but you would 
hear from them."

The Brunswickam never ac
Safety for a prostitute is always a big problem 

and we talked about that for a while. I asked 
Dan if he

For Dan safe sex was very important. “ 
It was always safe sex. What I would do 
with the person depended on the person 
and how much they wanted to pay, but the 
sex was always safe.”

A question I also felt

fe
was ever afraid and he said, “Well 

sure, you know you meet these strange people 
on the street and you really don’t know what is 
going to happen to you." Dan’s safety device of 
choice was a straight razor. “You

yc
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Piwas necessary to 

ask was, “How did you let it be known that 
you were working?" About that Dan told 
me,”It depended on the area were you stood. 
There were plenty of areas were male 
prostitutes just hang and the people who 

wanted to knew exactly how to find 
them."

th. never know
what land of weirdos you are going to meet." 
Fortunately for Dan he never had to 
razor. He was one of the lucky 

Customers are a

use the
ones.

very important part of any

Dan was in the business on and 
off for three years, and in that time 
he Md it from most of the people he 
knew. His parents and most of his 
best friends didn’t know what he was 
doing. He worked in both a small 
town and in a larger city. When I 
asked Mm if there were any mqjor 
differences between the two he said. 
“Well, there is

>1
a year now.

The questions that I asked Dan 
were the ones that I thought 
people would want to ask if they 

given the opportunity to talk 
to a former prostitute.

their genitals from moving around, hey tied I Tbc first, and I thought most 
a* ribbon from the ring to the base of their ^"Portam question was, “Why?" Dan 
penis. Romans pierced the prepuce of atMetes told me “ Well> you know sometimes 
and slaves with rings called fibulas - this yol,,ve 8°* to do what you’ve got to 
prevented erections which might cause do to sl,rvive- If there is no money 
distractions.The Prince Albert was originally comi»g you’ve got to go else were 
called a "dressing ring" and was used to secure to make U •" 
the penis against the leg in Victorian times After a Pcr,on decides that they 
when tight pants were in style; to tMs day it are goin8 to become a prostitute the next 
is still used by some scuba divers to control ,ogical question is “How?" When 1 asked Dan
the flow of urine into a designated receptacle. how he got t”10 the business he said, “I talked
Piercing of the nipples isn’t new either - I to a few friends who were in the business and 
Roman centurions wore nipple rings as a sign they hooked me up with a few of their clients
of virility and to hold up their capes. Queen to start out w»th.Then I just kind of made my 

.Isabelle made popular a style of dress wMch own“ No PimPs involved," he added, 
had an open collar to the navel, tMs led to When Dan a”d I discussed his feelings about 
the adornment of the nipples, since they were | tbe j°h he told me that he didn’t enjoy it. “To

be honest with you, I didn’t like it and I looked

most

PRINCE ALBERT were more money in a 
bigger town," and about the safety 
issue, “In the smaller city I knew my 
way around. No matter what end of 
town I was in I could get home if 
there was trouble. But, in a big city 
you never know were you are going 
to end up or how far you actually 
have to go to get back."

The last question that I asked Dan 
before ending our talk was why he 

stopped. “Why did I stop? I was tried of it. 
and at the end of it the money wasn’t all 
that good. Sometimes you would stand on 
the corner for two or three hours and maybe 
have one car stop for you. Plus, I consider 
myself better than that now. I’m not saying 
that I’m better than everyone else, but you 
know. I’m going to school

> - 1
Judson DeLong photo

business but when it comes to something tMs 
personal, the customer becomes even more 
important. When I asked Dan about his 
customers, he told me a few basic facts. “They 
were all men. All different ages. Right down 
from eighteen up to the oldest one being around 
fifty." 1 asked Dan if Ms. customers were regulars
or if it was different each time. “I did have a 
couple of regulars but most of them were one 
time only type of things. They would say that

now and I want 
to make something of my life and standing 
on a corner just doesn't cut it.”
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