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about the lonely building, but smiled in-
credulously.

III fancy you are wrong, and I wîsb
my brother were here," she said. "We
could not refuse Mr. Witham permission
to cail, but whatever passes between us
will have more liban its individual signi-
ficance. Anything we tacitly promise
the others wiil agree to, and I feel the
IesjYon@ibility of decidding for $ilver-
dale.",

Miss Barringten went out; but lier
nlece, who understood her smile and
tbat she had reeived a warning, sat
stili wîth a strained expression in her
eyes. The prosperity of Silverdale liad
been dear te lier, but she knew she must
let something that was dearer StiR slip
away ftrom lier, or, sincee tliey must
corne firom, her, trample on bier pride
as she made the first advances. Tt
seerned a 'ver y long while before there
was a knockig at the outer door, and
she rose 'with a littie quiver when liglit
steps came n.p the stairway.

In the me&eanwhile, two men stood be-
side the steve in the hall until an Eg
liei rnaîd returned te tbem.

"Colonel Barringten is away, but Miîss
Barrington and Miss Maud are at homne,"
she sala. ,Will you go forward inte the
morninýg-roomn wlien you have taken off
your furs?"

"Did you know flarringten was net
here?'" asked Withsen, wlien the rnaid
rnoved away.

Dane appeared embarrassed. "The
faet is, 1 dîd."

"Then," said Witbamn drYlY, «'I arn a
littie astnnislied ye d'id not think fit
to tell me."

Dane's face flnelied, but lie laid bis
hand on bis comrade's arm. "No," he
said. «'I didn't. NoTcw, liaten te me for
the last time, Withan. I've not ben
ýblin4d, you see; and, as 1 told yen, yonr
eornrades have decided that they wish
yon te stay. ýCan't von sink yeur con-
founded n)rîde and take wbat is offered

consider equitable?' My uncle's hande
are too full for him, to attenmpt it."

"rNo," said Withamr, and his voice
trembled a littie. "Your frîends would
resent It."

"Then," said tihe girl, '<why have they
urged you to stay '"

"A gerlerous impulse. They would re-
pentt of it y and by. I am not one of
thesu, and they know it now, as I did
at the beginning. No doubt they wou'ld
be courteous, but Yen se a hsilf-contemp-
tuons toleration would gali me."

There was a ýlittle smile on Maud Bar-
rington'e lips, bvut it was not in keeping
wlth the tinge in lier oheek and the
flash in her eyes.

III once told you that you were poor
at subterfuge, and you know you are
wronging thern," she saîd. "You also
knlow that even if tbey were hostile te
yoa, you could stay and compel themi
te wcknowledge you. I fancy you once
adeuitted as muoh to me. What lias be-
corne of this pride of the democracy yen
sio'wed me?"

Witha= made a deprecatevy gesture.
"'You must have langhed at mie. 1 liad
not been long at Silverdale then," lie
said dryly. '"I shonld feel very lonely
nom,.' One man again8t long generations.
Wouldn't it lie a trifle unequa.l?'"

Maud ]3arrington sffniled again. "I
did rot langh, and this is not England,
tliough wliat yon consider prejudices do

Elil Jinuy
cientlv."
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