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sugged tirnidly, "ýcau't I
milk those cows7"

she snapped. à"Yoqi woldii't
v. If you'ye doue thé cliores
ter miud the chiîdren:.",
,o youug I-uokwélls Were lu-
[blé tantrixm at tlie chlip-hill.!
)thaulis!" lie réplied to hlm-

[ be very. unpopular becausé,
adding thémi both. Me for

illed to his room, piot withouit
mpuucetion. Hé hade re.allY

help mnili. *Shé had refused
ere was nothiug_1nu his con-
it béiug a uurse. Besides lie
:ed 'up tili six-and doue the
'ter suppér. It wýas tiré lie
tle leisure. T-hauks to day-
ug it was-'still an hour from

oggéd hlmself Up lu his best,
lie wôiud~ have dared to do
ookwéll lad lbeeu at hiome..

came out Mrs. Hookwell
Lu thé big barn milkiug. Thé

weeplaying in theé wood-_
eliug a bit danderiahi lewéut
Ive-shled and tooli Mr. Hook-
r, andý wenit whizziug Out
over to the village.

tho expécte'édle would-
itered a bévy of farm freéli-
se tautallzing clack o! laugh:-
art songs'le lad beenhear-

é vénlug for a week past.
ýlug one o! thèse delightful
by namne, Percy miade the
motor~ serve as an 6iitree,

'hort order lie lad four of
for what evén the college

youug lady with thé polish-
and thé sevère look agreed

ýy-rlde."

It was néar mldulgît when
y réachéd thé farmi--ofl foot.
ýorption ovér the farméréttes
ot nuotioed that lits gasollue
Iug out. Thé' motor was
'thé roadside. By great good
H. was abed. Thé 'houée
Thé children wére asleép.

rriied hés bsttery laxup ta
r' t1iA nftRnhin tank. Hé

:n1-nawu w~
geese wrai

ýemed ta bi 3aying,
Thé

.uthé
ie Mrs.

discovered that lhe was, right.
"Then l'il never get the bally thing

home this way! " hlie almost. wept.
IlWhy didii't 1 fetch two, horses and
drive 'em?"'

This lie was dolug his best to ans-
wer whei hoe detected aheavy pair
of boots trudýglng along the piké fromi

_thq' vllage. Tom, the Clyde, héard It
and at éiice set up a trémeudous
whiuuy.

"Sliut up, you ,doukey!" adviséd
Percy. £'It's, bd énougli to bé stulk
like' this-to haËve you laughlng at
.mé-wýithôuttelling.tlie whole neigli-
borhood about 1t. I ho'pe lie turnu >p

the slde-road."
-But_ the, boots céame stéadlly on and

on. Perey saw the bulk, of thé man;
looking Ji ke a glaut. Hé , tremblod lu

his clothés. On and on-rglit Up ta
hlm:-

"What lu thé namne 6'ý Moses lu thé
bulrushés lé, thîs T' booméd a big
volcé.

Percy crouchéed béside thé motor.
,"Good Lord!" hée gasped.
It was Hiram Hook.well- back from

Ottawa, "hoofiug it," as hée sald froi»
thé, itation.

"I-I was goiug ta-"
Hookwéhl remàiued ' mass of si-

lence.
"1"Perey lookéd ovçr thé rîdicu-

loué outflt and. said thée most absurd
thing hée coiu1d thInli of, becausé hée
was hysterîcal. , "I was gelug ta meet
you" hée gaspéd. "Yés, 1 knew, you
wouldu't feel lîké walkdng,-aud-"

Before hée could finish hie Immortal

joke, Mr. Hookwéll grabbed hlm by
thé collar.aud thé tirousers and landed
hlm. on thé horse.

"Now, sonny," héli advised, ."go
ahead. l'Il steer thé car."

Aud when loug past one o'clock thé
foolish caraVan hove into thé lane,
Mrs. Hookwell. was at thé door, al
thé électrie liglits goiug.
," lHere wé bé, Gertié," sald the boss.

"'I !ound thîs young man stucli on
thé road, wlIthout lis tag. Hé was
joy-r1dtug wlth thé Farmerettes and
used up all thé gasoline. 'Take hlmn
lu and put hlm ta béd. Wé can't firé
hlm, because there's uo'body élse ta
hlre. But one of thèse 1days, _young
man-"

What was thé threat? Perey could
only imagine. Hé was yet ta llnd out.
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