
THE WESTERN HOME MONTHL.Y
.th'rty m~les of rapid floating down
sutton Creek to the Clearwater River,
and thein forty more, stil1 fioatinig,
woud briug him to MoMurray.

The rest of the wvay, Vthree hundred
gnd . fifty mile%, that I1ay between
jàaurray and Northtown, would be
still pleasanter,* traveling by motor
boat, steamer and train.

But ithis first thirty miles was sure
hell, he refieoted as he trudged talong.
Hia leg bothered him considerably, as it
always did with mucli walking. Th is,
added to temporary aggraevation of thle
hest end mosquitoes, turned his mind to
bitter thoughts.

Why should Nature have handicapped
hiM~ in the beginning; made one leg
shrter than, the other, tand ithen, not
Content, wii'ed that lie shouid strike a.
spting in the muskeg and, 'With tem-

m. rure et fifty below, sink this sème
ost, causlng kss of four itoes?
lu the mridst of going over grievances,

See ck rnemory o)f that snug littie

§ urter section right nex.t to the Old
ïan's. Mornis brightened. Two thou-

unad would buy it, barns and ail; then
wMi nice littie bankacoount left over,
perbops ho could morry Lueilla Pàrsons.-
Iliore was no particular reason why ho
Bhould. He lied not seen her or writ-
ten in llv'e years; she migt be many
times a mother by now. However, it
ws a nice idea; as a boy he had Iikedi

if e. It came the more aioseiy home
when he went to seli his fur8. Eight
hundred dollars Ivas te beet offer
made by any of te dealers for bis
black fox skins-,and tha.t after a week
of visiting urnany differenit traders.
An:d Morris liad. counted on att least
four tiiousa.nd, hiad l:oped for five.

la. the end lie siumpedi the lot, bLack
fox skins and ail, for, t'hirty-five hun-
dred dollars to Levinson, biggest free
trader of the diis3trict.

lEven titis was sufficient to grant bàs
dream. Yet, after buying a few clothes,
lie made no move to take tite llrst train
for home; instead, he put the money in
the bimik, paid ihis hotel bWl a month i
advance, antd stayed on.

Tite war interested him. Here, in the
farthest north Canadian train ing head-
quarters, lie came more fully to rewlize
how close to home, how vital to every
Canadian iwas the struggie in Europe.

Wi'blout hope, yet true to intensely
patriotie instinct - another inherent
trait handed down f rom ten generations
of figlting British étock-Morris pre-
sented himseif at the recruiting office.

iThe rson in charge was unfortunately
neite a gentleman nor a dipiornat; ho
looked but once at Morris and his limp-
ing walk and said: "Why, mian, we
want men, not cripples."

A long moment Morris eyed hmni;
steadily, unwaveringly ho'iooked, his
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* Liýstlo.; d later, on many a drive, at
husking bees and cances with her, had,
always, in dim vague way, pictured ber
as occupyin place un bis home.

Weary, andIdýwith shoulders raw fromn

slift rubbing which even the best ad-
justed pack stral)s will do on a long hike,
Morris made camp at sundown. it
was ten thirty, and the long, graduai
twilight of the region fading so, siowiy,
80 iniperceptibly dnto dark, was just
begin ing to blur the near distant

temaking them ,no longer individua1
but rather one long facatde in whose
slidows lurked invitation. to rest.

* Finding canoe unitouched and& in good
shape, Morris inade hasty fire, boiled
tea, threw together a bannock, and atter-
ward, in the same pan, fried -Er few slices
Of bacon. TIen, stretd4hing "four-oint"y
blankets out hoe loy down to sieep with
the low purling of Sutton Creek for
lulIaby.

Fiariy afternoon *two choys kiter
brougt hli to MecMurray, wîere from
tbe8 lips of Christine Gordon, mothier to
Wbte men -and Indians of the district,
he.heard the firat news of the existence
Of Nvar.

"Most of -the boys «round here, even
sorne of the breeds is gone to war," she
said in ier bluff Scotch waygin
significantiy at then wconr(

Morris nodded, gýiaxliing witt faint
bitterness at his offending limb. "The
ivar bîoys sure wouid neyer take me,"
he said 'vth sad- positiveness; titen
defiantly, thle pride of thec frontiers-
Man asserting, "but at that, J bet I'd
Ivaik the Inost of 'cm to death."

A week later, after arrivai at the
niortliern mretropoiis of 'NorthtoýýVn,
Morris began to compreliend the awful

ignPeS Àe this worid catacîysm, and
its fa' Prechingr effccts on e' cry waIk of

eyes fiashing haroh message: '¶'m a
better man Vlan you." But 'he choked
down flarsit words weiiing to lie spoken,
oniy isaid in voice quietly conternptuous:
"Thiit's not tlie way to taik-o little
courtesy on the part of such men es
you migbt get many a man, inuch less
eager titan I, to figlit for bis country."
Then îhe went eadly back ta his hotel.
For two weeks foliowing his interview
with te miiitary, Morris lived war. In
his intcrest, home and recently figured
project slipped teinpora'rily into the
backgroutnd. He bouglit ail tlie maga-
zines cont.aining %var articles, and, at
tite public library, ran Vlrough montlis
oid files of newspapers.

Out of ail the thinge rend, ttat which
imp.ressed most dcepiy, w9iîch stuck, waïe
tlie fa'ct that throughout ail the Doimin-
ion every-one -%Na.s doing something for
the cause. From te humbiet to tihe
greatest came donations of money, or
time or personal service--isome farmers
were devoting an acre of their land ta
te Empire, others had given stock,

w-amPn were k'ti'ttingr during every spare
lour of the day, or making bandagés.
Girls haod joined the Red Cross, and se,
on ad iiifinitîim.

And reaiizing, Morris cursed bis im-
potency; grow' to hate the limb, which,
titougli periuaps stronger titan rnany a
mian's in the ranks, was marred by de-
formity. As the days went ihy he grew
sullen, feit strangeiy alien; feit like an
outoast who, soîndliow, was noV doing
his sijare.

Yet, thoiigh le tîought often upon
the subject, there appe-ared nothing
which he couid do. At. ast, two days
bfore his (hotel iliag"ain became due,
he diecide<l to gohome. It was early
afteýrnoon wliïen le/ mnade lis d"i ion;
lut finding there was no train until Ilehn ïriting <deti.rph'08r me~ntion The IV4stern Home .lfonthly
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