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and looked up miserably into my eyes.
“Poor old Rollo,” I murmured. “I'm
afraid I’ve done all I can to save your
little mistress; but 1 seem to be of no
use.”

He whined strangely, and something
urged me to follow him as he walked
round the yard, looking back at me,
from time to time.

“He seems to want something,” I
thought. 1 wondered what it could be.
He was at his kennel now, and burying
his nose in the snow, he uncarthed what
looked to me to be part of an old skirt.
I went nearér and then my heart almost
stopped beating. for Rollo dragged out
the rag doll! I took it carefully from
him and examined it. Yes, it was all
right. Not even“an arm nor a leg were
missing. But it was pretty cold, and
so I carried it to the kitchen stove and
warmed it.

Then, opening the other door softly, I
entered the sitting-room. One glance at
the flushed, fevered face of the patient
told me that things were pretty bad
by this time. The doctor did not even
turn his head as I entered.  He held
Klsie’s hand in his, as if he were feel-
ing the pulse. At a far corner of the
room Mrs. Everett now sat in speech-
less agony. Crossing over to her quick-
ly, I laid the old rag doll in her lap.
She looked up at me suspiciously; then
a light seemed to dawn on her, and,
swiftly crossing the room, she stood by
her little one’s bed and tenderly, oh so
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tenderly, she placed the old rag doll in
Elsie’s arms. 1 had not thought her
capable of such tenderness! Breathless-
ly, 1 watched, as the curly head turned
on the pillow and the little wasted
hands felt the doll. At first, a vacant,
half-frightened look spread over the
childish countenance: then, gradually,
the old expression came back—the \\‘1'ali1t
mother-look T had seen so often on that
baby face, and then the little voice
spoke gently, and T had to bend low
to catch the words:—"Rag dolly! My
own rag dolly!” ’ )
o The doctor remained another half-hour
and then, as he was leaving he turned
to me and said:—

“The erisis ix over. You came just at
the right moment. You have saved
Elsie’s life.”

*I had nothing to do with it,” T as-
sured him. It is all thanks to Rollo.”

He did not scem to understand. me.
Indeed, T think he was not listening; for
he had already taken his bag and was
on his way to his next patient.

T re-entered the sick room softly, and
was not slow to perceive that my ser-
vices were no longer required; for there,
in Mrs. Everctt’s arms, lay her little
daughter, her head pillowed on her
mother’s breast, and her breath coming
evenly as she slept. One childish hand
held her mother’s tightly, whilst the
other hugged-her long lost treasure—her
old rag doll!

Iliullll!lhlll!.‘l!ll‘lHl.llihh;]lllllilliiii1Il‘.li(l\liiiillililllh!.!lill.].!»..l'.!li-!!lel!!i‘.llllll}ll!
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Written for The Western Home Monthly by Harry W. Laughy

HERE’S no use talking, May,

we just can’t make this f%lm.

) roposition pay. - Here

\35 hl;vepog‘evoted two solid

years of slavery and hardship

to this cursed homestead and what have

we got to show for it? We could have

made it go had it not been for last night’s

frost, but now just look at that field—

hundred acres of first class wheat abso-

lutely ruined, not worth a dollar, not even

fit for feed,” and the speaker, a young

man of about twenty-five, turned away
in disgust. )

The girl who stood beside him laid her
hand upon his arm with a gesture that
suggested a world of sympathy and drew
herself closer to his side as she replied:

«] know we are hard hit, Billy, but it
will take more than an early frost to put
my Billy Boy out of the running. There’s
luck in odd numbers, you know, so we'll
try once more and surely we can’t have
three crop failures in succession.”

The man’s arms went about her slender
form and he held her close for a moment
before he said, in a voice that broke in
spite of him. )

«You know that I don’t mind the’ dis-
appointments and the set backs, dear.
You know that I could stick it out though
I wore my fingers to the bone; but herc 1
have enticed you away from a good home
to come to this God accursed land of
frosts and gophers where I've kept you In
poverty for the last two years, always
promising that the silver lining lay at the
heart of each succeeding cloud, and now
look at the consequence. There,” point-
ing to the field of blasted wheat that lay
outstretched beneath them, “I bet the
last resource we had on earth and the
labor of two long years. Now look at it.”

«Never mind, Laddie,” the girl replied,
nestling close against him, “If this old
homestead and everything ‘on it was
blown to kingdom come and nothing left
to us but your empty hands and hard old
head we would get along, someway.
You just stop worrying about that old
field of wheat and we'll go to the shack
and have a good, big eat. Then we'll
catch up the bronks and drive to town
for the mail and forget all about it,” and
with the ready guile of a tender woman
<he drew him away with her, though her
heart was the heavier of the two, for she
knew that their prospects were ruined.

Over a well cooked dinner, and the
roping and harnessing of the bronks she
badgered him into a semblance of his
usual cheerful good nature and when at
last they took the bridge across the Rib-
<tone on the high slope he reined in the
half wild team with a whoop and a ringing
laugh.

A twelve mile drive over the rolling

prairie treil brought them to the village
they called “town”—a cluster of tumble
down shacks encircling a tank and an
elevator—and here they proceeded to
celebrate. They bought a half dozen
magazines a sack of bananas and one of
chocolates at a Chinaman’s restaurant.
A pair of silk stockings, a bottle of
gherkins, a can of honey and the biggest
bottle of olives they could find in the
grocery store and while the general trading
was going forward this new-made farm
woman sandwiched in a couple of boxes
of shot gun shells to be used on chicken
and wild duck and a pickerel trowl with a
generous supply of line. The last of their
business was to get their mail, for the
perusal of their letters was always left to
the privacy of the long drive home.

To-day they had a misccllaneous col-
lection, a batch of, papers a couple of
weeks old, a circular from a farm machine
company, one from an insurance agent
andr,a big fat one from Bill's brother
back east.

The letter from home was left to the
last, that it might hold its place in memory,
but was read at length with mingled
comments of wonder. War had been
declared some time before but had created
very little excitement on the big ranges
of the west. Now, however, England
had thrown down the gage in support of
martyred Belgium and the eastern prov-
inces were ringing with enthusiasm. The
boys at home were rallying to the colors,
<o the letter ran, everyone was going and
of course it was taken for granted that
Billy would be going too.

After the reading of the letter their
tongues ran like wild fire and the situation
was canvassed from every possible angle.
Though May could see that Billy was on
tenter hooks to go, vet he made no sign,
contenting himself with recalling the days

when he and the others rode with the,

Hussars at home, speculating as to whether
the regiment would be called and which
of the boys would be chosen. May
watched him furtively, drawing her own
conclusions and that night as they sat
heside the fire reading the war news from
their batch of old-date papers she started
with a little twinge of pain cach time he
swore beneath his breath, reading of the
sweeping drive through Belgium and of
the murderous desecration wrought by
the German soldiers. :

Next day he moped about his work
while Mayv steeled herself for what she
knew must come. but the chores were done
and the lamp lit in the living room before
he spoke again of the war.  Then he laid
his hand upon hers as he sat beside her
and a<ked abruptly, “Mav, do vou think
I'd ought to go?” ‘ ‘

For a long moment <he sat eazing into

What Could Be More Practical for
An Old Time Christmas Gift Than

Fairweather sFurs

Second only to the initial Christmas Season this »
vear stands out alone. 1t will be a Peace Christmas.
The giving of gifts will be lavishly indulged in. All
the sclf-denial of the past four years will be recalled,
and gifts worth while, permanent and lasting, will
mark for vears to come this historic Christmas. If it’s
a gift of Furs it will be not only the more welcome, but

the more lasting if it,is purchased at FAIRWEATHER'S

LADIES’ FUR COATS

DARK CANADIAN MUSKRAT COATS-— 50 inches long. Sizes: 36 to 46. Made from
extra heavy, full-furred skins; full, loose back and large storm collar. Lined 85 m
with best quality Skinner'ssatin. .. ... oo . iaeiiiiienane e s essenaens o

MINK MARMOT COATS— Made from choice, evenly matched, pliablo skins. 50 inches
long, and all sizes, with large storm collar, line with very strong Venctian. 31 10 m
L)

TPEEO0 . : « e v vmononeiisdBEEiss bienn o s s meS NG ey y x v b e o = § AN
TAUPE MARMOT COATS— 45 inches long, with loose box back; has large storm collar

and cuffs of selocted Hudson Seal; degp slash pockets, and lined with best quality s«l 50 w

brown Skinner's satin. Price. .. ... ... : ¢
NATURAL SILVER RACCOON DRIVING COAT— 48 inches long, with full, roomy,

ripple skirt; large shawl roll collar and deep cuffs. Lined with heavy brown 250 m
Made

Skinner’s satin.
P

Price . s
LAIN HUDSON SEAL COAT— With loose ripple back, and large skirt sweep.
from selected, well-furred, strong peltry: has lal;:lroll storm collar and fancy

inted cuffs. Lined with fancy silk brocade. Price..... .......... ;... R
_LINED COATS8— Made from %:)nuine 1mgormd Enﬁlish tweed mixtures of double-
t

faced blanket cloth; lined to waist with selected Canadian Muskrat, and large
faced blanket cloth oico Alaska Sable. All 50 inchos long. Price............. $165.00

FUR SETS

RED FOX SETS— Made from prime, selected, full-furred skins. Stole is animal shape

and finished with head, tail, an has paw fastenings. Round animal muff,

trimmed and lined to match. Per8et......... ....... w3633 iGaitin 58 ceienacen see o

BLACK WOLF SET8— Made from strong, well-furred and rich looking skins, in the animal

shape, with head, tail and paws. Fastens close up to the neck. Plain melon-

sha muff tomatch., POrset. ... .. .. ....cooieieiareiie.ee s 0.0 058 % i 4§n‘
u the

Itis

NATURAL WOLF SETS— From beautiful grey shaded, full-furred skins. Made ?
new shoulder cape, which can be warn close up around the face with a graceful roll.
finished with head, and has fastenings on paws. New Canteen muff to match.

Per 8t. .. ..o ooi s e ettt T ——— Wy ¥ !
TASMANIA OPOSSUM SETS-— A beautiful shade of brown, and one of the most durable
inexpensive furs. Made in large shoulder ca collar, and fastens with tie strings.

Large, plain melon shaped muff to match. PerSet............ ¢ me o  m g Bl B e
Lk I VER OPOSSUM.- Rich, delicate looking fur, ot vory durabio and dressy.

A very attractive and becoming fur for dyo:u_\f ladies. e in smart style, animal effect,
s tanl

beautifully lined and trimmed with heas and paws. Large, plain, barrel- w

shaped muff to match. POrBOt. ... ... ..o e ‘o nnd A

NA' RACCOON SETS8— Made from selected, full-furred Canadian blue skins. Very

choice, and wearing qualities unexcelled. Large curved neck scarf, made in animal shape,

showing natural head, tail and four paws. Lined with good quality soft silk.

Large, striped, plain, barrel-shaped muff to match, Per8et. ... .... T .w
One

CROSS FOX E:'rs— Made from choice, extra heavy, lonﬁurred Japanese Fox skins,
of the selected, durable, strong furs shown this season. ade in very large animal scarf;
has best quality, very soft silk lining. Large animal round muff, trimmed and %

li t Lol POEBOE . o . .« el s L.
x'«'f-;'-u'i'ﬂi cmumsoul BADGER SETS8— Made in shaped animal stole, lined with soft

grey silk, and_trimmed with head, tail and paws. Large Canteon, plain muff to
D atch, POT BOb....ccocnnrnrressssnnnsssis sasstssmi s as e s37.m

MEN’S COATS

HEAVY BLACK BEAVERCLOTH-— Chamois lined throughout. Overcoats with good
quality Otter shawl collar, and strong Venetian lining. All sizes. 5 w

B O o s ST T 2 e o BN e
Price 1 ACK BEAVERCLOTH OVERCOATS- Lined with heavy ealotto; minde very
strong and warm, with large Porsian Lamb collar and lapels, All sizes. m

Prico . 4 ACK BEAVERCLOTH OVERGOAT - Linod throughout with Misk Marmot,

has choice Canadian_ Otter shawl collar; lining is reinforced with leather
::’l:lll 8';‘;‘1(1!‘\, and fastens with mohair barrel buttons and loops.  All sizes. Price. .§85 ll'
our spe-

0. s 175.‘»

CANADI KRAT LINED— Black Beavercloth Overcoats. This is one o

cially dressy coats, and haslarge natural Canadian Otter shawl collar.  All sizes.

ALASEA BEAVER COAT— A very serviceable and durable fur coat, made from heavily

furred, soft, phable skins. M ade 'w:i’ easy in the body for comfort, yet extremely warm.

Has large roll storm collar, and lined with heavy quilted Farmcr’s satin.  All 5 w
L

sizes. o S rs i T 85884 84 o o mewsmroman EREIFTRIRNER T 5.8 5 8 5 5 3 3 8.0 Finol5is
;;(NBB WOMBAT COATS— Made from sclected, natural skins, well furred and very strongly
finished, with leather stays at all loops, and vent at opening in back. Strongly

lined with quilted Farmer's satin. All sizes. Price... ...... i

BLACE DOG COATS— Have good nl)[wnram'e. for town or country wear, and a sp ndid
driving coat. The skins are large, well tanned, and very soft and pliable. ave

extra large shawl collar, and well lined with quilted Farmer's satin,  All sizes . . . . w.m
RELIABLE NATURAL RACCOON COATS-— Made from sclected, well matched, full-
furred Canadian Coon. Deep storm collar, in shawl style, and lined with

heavy satin. _ All sizes. Price ......... e i TN .m
COON COATS of superior quality, from heavily furred, well-matched Canadian skins, — Extra
soft and pliable.  Full, roomy skirt, and very comfortable for walking or driving, Has large
storm shawl eollar, and lined with heavy superior quality satin, Al sizes. w

Price Ty ;
NATURAL HAIR BEAVER COATS— Beautiful, dark, perfectly matched skins, These
coats are made very large in the skirt, and generous fitting throughout. Large storm collar
and lapels, and lined with best quality brown Skinner's satin, d

Price..cooavvpme oo J e O RRRLREEEE s350,w

FAIRWEATHER FURS are sold with a money-

back guarantee of satisfaction. We pay express charges.

Write for our beautifully illustrated free catalogue.

Fairweather & Co., Limited

297-299 Portage Avenue -  Winnipeg




