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A Tree Three

Million Years Old
B»V Dr. E. M. Kindie, Paleontologisi,

Ottawa.

The Inountain climber finds it good to
pause at times and look back over the
route traversed. The hilîs and valîcys
left behind are seen ta faîl into sDme de-
finite scheme of topography which was not
apparent when he was in their midst, and
ta Posseess a charm and beauty visibl'e
only from the vantage ground lent by
distance. Lt may be equally profitable for
the lover of present day forests once in
a while ta glance back over the geologîc
trail which the evolution of modern for-
ests has followed. He will find much of
the trail of evolution concealed in the
Obscurity of remote geologic time, but
here and there it is clearly outlined by the
fossil remnants of ancient forests, many,
Of whose species have long been extinct.

Fossil forests can of course appeal oflly
ta those who wish ta know how living
forests came into existence. They have
little to, offer the man who can see in a
living forest only so many thousand feet
Of lumbei', material for pulpwood or the
Possibility bf a new source of cattle feed
in the -shape of "hydrolized saw-dust."
These of course are important assets of

Fig. a1-À. fossil tree, X#ed -Deer Valley, Aiberta, that fiourished three million years ago ,and ln the shade -01 wbich lived the giant dinosaur. This is ýthe ]largest fossil tree lnAmerica and no reposes ln the National Museum at Ottawa,

our forests, but their most important as.
sets accrue onlY ta the man whose eyes
are not too closely focussecl on the dollars

which they may yield. It is to the nature
lover who can see in forest aisles, gothic
cathedrals, which to many eyes are in-

Figure 2.-Tbeý 30-foot skeleto)n of Gorgosaurus wos taken "p in live sections, the hargest
of whlch weighed ove .r a ton. The sections, (COnl$tlng of tlue bones held ln Place by the
sandstone matrix, were swathed ln burlap dipped ln plaster of paris, perparatory ta
belng Packed ln strong boxes and taken by wagon over thue prairie ta the nearest rallway
station. In the above vIew a section le being lifted by block and tackle Into the Wagon
for remnovSl to the prairie lavel.
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