
the whole Terim. It was made on the first day, and
the opposition was dismissed on the last; the Judges
thus taking the whole Term to determine a question
wichW should not have occupied them above five
mmnutes.

Rexis Giard, Esq., Advocate, examined:-
46. Can y'u give any information to this Com-

mittee on the subjcct referred to it ?-In the case of
Leste rs. Lorid, in which I acted for the plaintiff, I
placed a writ of execution in the hands of the Slhe-
riffs; they did not seize under it because the defend-
ant paid without any sale taking place. On these
grounds, the SherfrIs ougbt not to have 21 per cent,
because there was no sale; they ouglht not cither to
reccive the proceeds, nor stillI les to retain them in
their lant. In this case the bailiffwho received the
money ought to have been sent with it to the plain-
tiff to pay him. Nevertheless, the Sheriffs took.the
money, and paid themselves their 2; per cent. When
I went with the plaintiff to ask for ithe 'money, Mr.
Boston referred me to Mr. Coffin, who refused to
pay,-he made his return in the Court, and made the
plaintiff wait about six weeks. I nust add, th~at
about the same time he pid a suin of money i a
similar cirenimstance tô Mr. Dumas, a member of
your Conmittee, vhich induced me to think that Mr.
Coffin did not act through ignorance ; this fact was
told me by Mr. Dumas himself.

The Chirmauigites'thefoillowing statement to the
Comnittee:-

In August, 1839, I feit the fees and emoluments
of the Sierif! to be so oppressive, that for tlieir re-
duction I presented to the Court a Petition, which I
submit herevith. The Court took not the lcast no-~
tice of it; the subject was not even mentioned by any
one of the Judges, and the fees rcmaining the same,
the income was eventually found to be too large for
one person. Some tlhree or four ycars afterwards,
(as I lhcard and believe, because the income was too
large for one person,) Mr. Coffin, a gentleman who
had not been long at the bar, who cannot say that he
bad even six causes; and who, if I mistake net, had
not many more than two, w-as promoted over the
whole prefesàion, and joined in the commission with
Mr. Boston. It appears to nie that it would have
been better to have reduced the income one half, than
to have nîamed a second Sheriff because the income
was too large for one. I wisl-to a*dd, that it is ex-
tremely inconvenient and unpleasant to have any
business with the Sheriffs ; for my part I very sel-
dom can find them in their ofic~e, Mr. Boston being
very frequently at bis seigniory, and Mr. Coffin said
to be engaged at the Railroad office; T have also ve-
ry frequently witnessed their being called for in Court
without success. In that office, to my certain know-
ledge, as far as my observation extends, no attention
is paid to the wants of the sùtitors; Mr. Coffin, who
seems to be the managing partner, either does not
know or choose to know anybody, and I·have'known
him to refuse as bail for about £70, a man worth
two or three thousand. pounds ; he is not only unac-
comm'odating, but his deportment as a publie officeïis
very offensive. I do not eùter intoathie causes, but I
venture to remark that it seems to me te be in pe-
dient that-a~subordinate officer like theSheriff should
so rapidlyacquire wealthî, as to be intat particular
immediately placed above the bar. That they pos-
sess great wealth,and that if has affccted Mr.
Colui's condutit is, I think, uàqu'estionablè.

In allthose arrangéments too, iricidet' to pr'éôess
in ren. as' for'instahce a sàisie. conservtoire, on pre-
text of their responsibility, theiSheriffs wllinterfere,
but' they cannot'stoop to tùke measuresrto do the

work promptly and effectually, nor yet to promote
economy.- Dealing with the funds of others, they
can lose notiing, and tbey know it; butif the plain-
tiff were allowed to chose bis own officer, the latter
would be responsible, would find it for his own inte-
rest to be efficient and to study economy, as it would
seenre him a prefrence. The Sheriffs possess, la
fact, an odious monopoly, enjoying an immense in-
come, without any other labour than what is neces-
sary for the receipt and invéstment of it, and without
any real responsibility whatever. Most of their
duties are also very negligently performed,- that of
preparing Jury lists'is one; thus out of 24 names in
one list, nine had been absent or dead, somne for a
length of time,-one man had been dead three years,
and a man well known to all the world was not sum-
moned because the Sheriff did noteboose te know him,
or would not condescend to interfere. This oècurred
in a case of my own, delay indcosts followéd, and r
could get no sdtisfactiOn,.an'd the rule which I ôb.
tained, te make theSheriffs pay the costs of their own
negligence, was discharged.

lIn the forty-eight names composing a Jury list,
the same name would be sometimes found down twice
described in one place as his place of residence, ani
in a second as bis place of business. In another.casé
in which I am concerned, this has been one of the
grounds for demanding a new trial.

SThèe kind of bar behind which they sit in thëir of-
fice, coupled with other circurmstances, is net pleasant,
and the wicket with a slidin'g pannel, wliich Mi., of-
fin draws or closes at pleasure, while thé gentlémen
of the bar are kept standing, waiting bis pleasuré
ôutside, certainly savours of indignity.

To the Honourable the Justices of Her Majesty's
Court of King's Bench for the District of Montreal.

The Petition oC Bartholemew Conrad Augutus
Gugy, Esquire, -

RESPECrFULLY SHEWETI:-
That in common wivth all Her Majesty's subjêcts,

dnd more particularly as a suitor before this Court,
Your Petitioner bas an intest in the rediction of
such of the fées of the officérs of the Court as maybe
exorbitant.

That for sòme'years at least, those of thé.Sh'eriff
of tbis'Distrétlhave been a'dniitted, not only by-the
community at large, but by the Legislátive bo'dies,
and as Your Petitionér is infoimed and belièves,
even by this Cont, to be unreasÔnably bigh, and'that
Yoùi Petitioner bas greatly sïIffered:ii conseqiuénce.

That they have been gènerally undérstood 't
amouïñ to- upfards of two thoûsand pounds, suxï
not only much béyohd the mhän'of the country,-an'd
out of.ail propoion;witbthe inéoràes of prôféssiônl
men of talent, learning, and industry, but unquestion.
ably four times more than a just compensation for
duties, most of which are purely mechanical, or per-
formed -by the piinter, or hy officefs of the lowest
clasg.

That during the suspension of ti constitution,
Your Petitionei shmits, that it is-the duty 6f this
tribunal not only. to protect.the Queen's faithful
liege, bût fo exclde tbé-possibility of a pretext for
compl út'and disaffectiohl<by iedressingagrievance
whicb has béen Widely felt.

That Yonr' Petitioner, relying not only on your
sënse of jutice anid of sound-policybut on a distinct
pledge,, w~hich this'Conit isnunderstood:to'have long
since given, confid'ntly appeâls toYour Honours for
te reduction b thes-extravaant'fees, more parti-
cularly as' the length of the present vacation will
afford abundant leisure for the purpose.

And-Your Petitioner.as in duty bound, will ever
-pray. A.le h- t

b'A. GUGY.


