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"'provide for the examination of witnesses on oath by Comnittees of the Senate and
"' louse of Commons, in certain cases,' bega Ieave to report

" ' 1. That by the 18th Clause of ' The British North America Aot, 1867,' it in
"provided as follows:-

"l The privileges, immunities and powers to he held, einjoyed and exercied by the
" ' Senate and by the House of Commons, and by the Members thereof respectivély, shall
S•be sulich as are from time to time dotined by Act of the Parliament of Canada, but ao
"' that the sane shal never exceed those at the passing of this Act, held, eijoyed, and

" exercised by the Comnions House of Parliamnt of the United Kingdom of Great
" Britain and Ireland, and by the members thereof.

" 2. That subsequently on the 22nd May, I 68, the Canadian Parlianeit by the
"Act, 31st Victoria, chap. 23, in pursuance of the authority so given by the Union Act,
"defined the privileges of the Senate and House of Commons respectively. The clause
"doing so is as follows :-

'" The Senate and the House of Commons respectively, and the membsa thereof
"respectively, shall hold, enjoy, and exercise such and the like privileges, immunities and

"powers as at the pasing of « The British North Ainerica Act, 1867,' were held, enjoyed
"and exercised by the Commons House of Parlianent of the United Kingdo of reat
"Britain and Ireland, and by the nuembers thereof, so fair as the sanie are consistent
"with, and not repugnant to the said Act.

"At this time, neither the British House of Commons nor an7 Conmaittee thereof,
"had power of exanining witnesses on oath, except in certain specified cases, auch as in

Private Bills. That power was only conferred on the British House of Commons and
"the Committees in 1871, by the Act 34 and 35 Vic., chap. 83.

" The Bill now referred to the undersigned seeks to confer this power upon any
"'Committee of the Sehate or House of Commons, when either House shall have
"resolved that it is desirable that witnesses should be examined upon oath. The
"oempowering section of the Bill is as follows :-

"' Whonever any witness or witnesses is or are to be examined by any Commitee
"'of the Senate or Hïouse of Commons, and the Senate or House of Commons shall have
" *resolved that it is desirable that such witnest or witnesses shali be examined u a oath,
" such witnem or witnessea shall be examined upon oath or affirmation, where armation
"is allowed by Law.'

"'l The question has been raised whether it is comapetent for the Parliament of Canada
to confer this power on a Committee of the Senate or oliuse of Commons bere, as it in
a power which was not possesed or exArcised by the British House of Coummons at she
tine of the passing of 1 The British North America Act, 1867.'

« The undersigned has come to the conclusion, although not without doubt, that this
"Bill ia not within the conpetency or jurisdiction of the Canadia:n Parliament, and that
"the attention of Her Majesty's Government should be oalled to its provisions, and to the
"doubt that exista with respect to ita validity.

"«Ail which in respectfully submitted.

[ BeloureinLor Duers Deapatch, No. 116, May Srd, 1873].

"<OPINION IN REFERINCE TO TRI MEANING OF THE T18iX CUSE OU TE BRiTImE
" NoRT AMxIÂc Acr or 1867.

"This oluma is as follows -.-
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