16  CORRESRONDENCEIRESPEUTING RECENT CHANCGES
"1845; the secretary was constituted- the redéiver.of’ Crovwn ténts for"Crown lande: * In’ 1847;
the Iate. Mr. Templeman, who was ‘a enlonial clerk in the secretary’s office; ncted as clerk to
the receiver, and paymients were frequently made of those'rents to him:: he"giving recéipts
‘on ‘hehalf of the receiver, who 'was allowed o commission for “colléetion of five per cent. on
the amntintof rents received.  In the year of 1852 an account of Crown rents was furnished.
to the Assembly by.Mr. Secretary Crowdy, in which it is stated: thav in thecyear-1847 ¢“ithe
sum of 286 L. 8 s. 5 d. was received, but not accounted for; by Mr. Templeman in this year.”
This account appears in the Appendix to the Journnls :of the Assembly -for 1852, page 284;
and the evidence of Mr. Secretary Crowdy thereon will be-founi] in-page 184, This defalca-

g tion was unknown to the Assembly until years after Mr. Templeman was dead. - His estate
See Governor: ‘was insolvent, and the colony has been wronged of the amount.: ‘But the.real defaulter, iwe
‘Hamilton, No. 85, may fairly assume; even admitting’ ‘Templeman : appropriated the miney ‘to:his own use, is
20 February 1854, not the dead clerk, but the paid living receiver of Crown. rents, . whose, influence and ‘high

page .37 position_have hitherto screened him from_justice . He acknowledges no responsibility- to
. the people, and therelore may . treat public opinion, ‘or.his individual liability, with equal .
indifference. . Lol S
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“For want of proper and detailed returns of the expenditure in the different.public depart- .
wents, the Legislature has been invariably delayed in the discharge of its business ; .and from
‘this cause, and the obsiructive and tardy policy. of the Council, the Sessiuns of the Assembly
have been nnreasonably and unnecessarily protracted, until members from ‘distant. outports
have become wearied and obliged to return. to their howes. before their public business had
been done. I D ekt e e o
Irresponsible .commissioners to. superintend the: erection of, public :buildings have been
appointed by the Executive, under whormn very large sums of money, have been squandered in
the erection of very inferior though. expensive buildings. .- In 1851 thesum of 7,500 Lwas -
voted by the Legislature for the erection of a penitentiary in St..John’s, and the commis-
sioners, instead of completing a suitable building for_the sum, which was quite sufficient for
the purposc, there being. less crime committed in Newfoundlend  than in any.other colony
under the British Crown, as shown by the public records of the colony, expended. about
8,700 . in paying for the materials and erccting the basement. . 'The, Executive 'then-applied
" to the Assembly fora further sum of 7,000 I, or 8,000 to-finish the.building,:which wag,.of
course, refused. I A T Y S TR
" This is the system of rule pursued in your oldest transatlantic colony.: -the abuses to which’
we have referred are only mentioned as’ specimens to illustrate its general working. - Can it
“be expected in all justice, that men of common sense, with a reverence for.British nstitutions
inherited from their fathers;. and a knowledge of " their. rights, will tamely: submit to. the
degradation of such a system?. Paying all our own civil expendituve, let us,have a trial of
self-government, and if Newfoundland should form: an. exception to theother N orth
American colonies in working out its principles, and prove itself unworthy. of -such & boon,
disfranchise it then, and place it undor the rule of some fishing admiral or naval commander,
a8 in former days. But let it first have, what it never yet has had since. Cabot first,dis-
covered it; a fair trial, and we pledge the known virtue, well-tried loyalty and intellect of its
inhabitants, that they will prove themselves worthy. of the concession,; and capable of appre-
ciating the blessings of self-government. © . .- s g Wt e Lot et
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.. My Lord Duke, * -+ + v 7 - R -Tayiétbck%7H6‘tel‘;w'ﬁdndon’;rﬁOrJulya1853f ‘
+ +As delegates from the House of ;Assembly of Newfoundland to the: I’mg‘ei‘ialw_ authorities,
‘on the subject of its demand for a'reform in'its system of government, it'becomes our dutﬁ
to state its claim to participate in :the ‘great‘principles o {executive : responsibility, whicl
~ form the fundamental basid of the British constitution; and Avhich.arétherefore celaimed:i by

the people of that colony as their iualienable: birthriglit as British subjoctsiw e Ll
- Newfoundland i the oldest colony in Ndrth ‘Aineriea; under the domihi ‘nuoéj our Grradious

Sovercign, As early as 1540 its fisheries were' considered :of- immense-dmportance:to
: ‘En’g]ana’. - In 1618 there were 200 English ships enigagedin-them;s and in 1626 there:were:

150 ships' thus employed from Devonshire: alone; supplying ithe Spanishianid-Ifalian markets,

with-the produce of theif’ véyages; : Such was theé importance: attaclied:fo .theiF -possessiofi

of that valuable island, being the'kéy’ to British: America,’ standing -nearest« to ;Englahd. of "
all her transatlantic’ poésessions,:and commanding i both: the Atlanticionrone sidejand/the

Gulf of St. Lawretice on the other ;i that ‘the Ministets «of Willibm 3, did* not-hesitate ito

deern the encroachments of the Frenchi'on itsirich “4nd:prolific’ waters, as«one; justifiable

cause of the hosti
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lities which broke!out betwecnEngland-and that powerin the ey :part
of that monarch’s eign. T inhabitants of' Newfoundland, shave-had o (sustain: many.’a
severe conflict with 'the French for British ‘suﬁremacy;-‘ffrcquéhtlyEseal‘i’xigmtheinrlbyalty,;with
thicir blood's “and:the Britisli Nuvy has'been! largely’ supplied: with~hardy.and: intrepid'«s¢is-
imen-nursed ‘upon thé consts of* Newfoundlardizs /s o peinahinrdy sl 2 gl 7 5 3
i +It-is to'be for-everiregretted that an rnwise! policy induced-the. Impetiak. Goyernment:£o
%pedeffd?ldrg%porﬁbnibﬂftﬁ‘é‘?b'c:stjfdf fthie fishing’sgrounds to: out::0ld tenemies, miid:th
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