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1845; the secretary wnas constituted -the- redéierofl Cro rentsforCGro laxid» 187
the late Mr. Templeman, who 'vas a colonial clerk in tie secretary's officeacted as derk to

the receiver, and payments were frequently made of those rents to him.e egiving rcéipt
on behalf of the receiver, who-was allowed a comnission for collection of five per cent. on

the amount of rents received. In the year of 1852 an account of Crown rents was furmnshed

to the Asenbly by Mr. Secretary Crowdy, inl whieh it is statedthat i thtoyear 1847, "he

sum of 286 I. 8s. 5 d. was received, but not accounted for, by Mr. Templeiaui in this year."
This account appears in the Appendix to the Journals 'of; the Assomblyfor 1852, page 284;
and the evidence of Mr. Secretary Crowdy thereon will be founi ia page 184. This efalca-

tion vas unknown to the Assenbly until years after Mr. Templeman was dead. ,Hs estate

vas insolvent, and the colony lias been wronged of the amount. But therenl defaulter,;we
may fairly assume, even adnitting Templeman I appropriated tie ,money to lis own use, is
not the dead clerk, but the paid living receiver of Crowný rents, whose influence and high

position have hitherto screened him froin justice. 1-le acknowledges no responsibility to

the people, and therciore niay treat publie opinion, or bis individ ual liability, with equal
indiffe~rence.

For want of proper and detailed returns of the expenditure li the different public depart-
ments, the Legislature bas been invariably delayed in the discharge of its business; and fiom

this cause, and the obsiructive and tardy policy of the Council, ti Sessimus of the Assembly
have been unreasonably and unnecessarliy protracted, until minebers fron distant outports

have become wearied and obliged to return to their homesi before their publicbusines had

becu donc.
esonsible ,commissioners to. superintend tie erection of public buildings bave been

appointed by the Execu tive, under wlom very large suis of money have been squandered in

the erection of very inferior though* expensive buildings., In 1851 the sum of 7,500 L vas
voted by the Legisiature fbr the erection of a penitentiary lu St. Join's, and the commis-

sioners, instead of completing a suitable building for the sum, wvhich was quite sufficieut for

the purpose, there being less crime conmitted in Newfoundland, than.in anyother.colony

under the i3ritish Crown, as shown by the publie records of the colony, expended about

8,700 1. in paying for the materials and erecting the basement. ,The Executive then applied

ta the Assenbly for a further sui of 7,000 1. or 8,000 1. to finish the.building,yhich was, of

course, refused.
This is the system of rule pursued in your oldest transatlantic colony tie abuses ta which

we have referred are only mentioned as specimens.to illustrate its generalwvorking. Can it

be expected in all justice', that men of common sense, with a reverence for-British institutions

inherited from their fithers, and a knowledge of their rights, -vill tanely: subnit ta, the

degradation of such a systemi? Paying all our own. civil expenditure, let us,have a trial of

self-government, and if N ewfoundland should form, an exception ta the other North

Anericani colonies in working out its principles, and prove itself unworthy of sucha boon,

disfranchise it tien, and place it under the rule of some fishing admiral or naval commander,

as in former days. But let it first have, what it never yet ,has had sinew.Cabot firstdis-

covered it, a fir trial, and ve pledge the.known virtue, well-tried loyalty and intellect of its

inhabitants, that they will prove themselves worthy ofthe concession,; and capable of appre-

ciating the blessings of self:government.
We have, &o.

(signed) ¾hilip F. Little.

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle,,o t Parsa

Uer Najesty's Principal, Secretary of ;State
for the Colonial Dcpartment,.&c &c. &c.- -< t n

!Ï

Ny tord Duke, Tavistck fHotelrL6ndoti 20:July 1853:
As dclegates fron theHouse of :Assrnibly of Newfoudland toh' Impeilal authorities

on the subject of its denand for a reform in, its systém of government it bi, mes our duty
to state its claim to participate in ithe great principles ýof ¶ eiecutiVe responsibility, whic
formi the fundamental basià of tlie British constitution; and liiar-thbefore'claimedéhy
the Cople of that colàny as their inalienablebirthiglit as Britis1 subjects-n

N'awfoundland is the oldest'colony in North Ainerica; under the dbiniùioii oË aur Gradious
Sovercirn, As early as 1540 its fisheries wcre consideied o>f inimensb.ilportance. to

En glan . In 1618 tliere w'ere 200 Englisli ships engagedinthemy and in 1626-thore dwere
1.50 ships thus enmployedi fromnBeVon'slire aloneÇupplyitig ithbe anïslidd Italian markets
ýiihthlie produce of'theiîvöyage.: Such eas thè'iruortance attûcled to their possession

of that valuable island, being the kcy ta BritishAmerica,¶standingfnearesttto Englanh of
all ber transatlantiô posessions, and cominding both- thb Atlinticion2one sideï,and:;the
Gulf of St. Lawrence on the other;I that the Ministeis of Williám3t did not-hesitaeto
deemn the encroachmnts of tld Frencl its'rich hnd prolificewatersisone1ustifiable
cause of the hostilities vhi'ch brokeuot betweddi•England-and that powérdn the earlypát
of that mjonarch's rei<in.n'Thetinhabitants of Newfouùdland hav' dadhtoIsustaun'mnanyga
severe coùfliet withite Trench far Britislh supremacy;frequéntly sealing.then:loyaltyvith
tlieir blood; and the Britih Nàý has bent larigelÿlsÙipplied' with hardy a&nintrepid sè

mlen nursed: uon thé coasta bf'Newfoundladam:9 r a 4 a e ;M .

It is to be 1or-eveirëeet ed that àn Eunwise~iþolid induced the~ Imy'e.iahGoiernmentato
cede alargesportion f'tbeetof thi fishi rouids to o ù old Y1nemies ud husagate

henu.


