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‘ THE C"ANADIAN BIOGRAPHIC'AL DIOTIONABY B N - T

M Baby was born in the city of M@trea.l on the 26th of, Augusj. 1834 ; was educated at
St. Sulpice college, in his native city, and- at the Johette eollege studied law in Montmal,

_ mtb.é{essxeurs (now J udges) Drummond and Loranger ; was called to the bar in 1857; 5ractlsed

his pr%fesslon several years in Montreal in partnersmp thh Hon. Louis T. Drummond, when,

“his,health becoming impaired, he removed to_Joliette, where he. continued his practice, He -~ . |

was created a Queen’s Counsel i in 1873.7 As a Iawyer he has long held arforemost place’ among

the fraternity in his part of the province, and will before long, most hke]y, take his seat on the .

bench of his native province, bemg especially fitted for the sa.me not only-by his legal attain-
ments, sound Judgment and - ummpeachable cha.ract.er but also by his hxgh sense of honor a.nd'

integrity. ‘ -, : e

Previous to his a.dmxssxon to the bar, M. Baby was a clerk in the Civil Semce of Canada .,

for several years, and he has been mayor of Joliette forfour or five terms. The late Sir George E.

- Cartier, with that keen eye, which made him discover merit wherever it existed, preva,lled upon

" him to leave the Civil Service, and enter the pohtxca.l arena, where he now holds so ‘command-
mg a position. Among the. many praiseworthy deeds of'M ‘Baby’s Flifed isthe valuable assistance
he rendered in the founding of the Momtreal Historical® Society, of which he has beer an eﬁi—
-€ient member from its inception. He is himself an historian of some repute ‘having spent
much time in researches of anhistorical character pa.rtmularly with reference to: Canada and
has brought together, not without considerable expense and trouble, one of the most precious
private colleetlons of Canadian manuscripts known _The historical départment of his large and
valuable library is especially rich and attractive. - In La.nadmn hlst.ory it seems-to lack nothmg

‘He is also an a,nthuana.n, and a connoisseur in the fine arts

.

-

M Baby is an honorary member of the Institut @anadien of Quebec and also of Otta.wa, ‘

‘and & member ‘of -the’ Anthua.rmn and Numismatic society of Montreal. .For this last branch of
study he seems to have a nasslon he has devoted more or less time to it for years, and his
pnvate eollection of coins and medals, Canadian and Foreign, is one of the best in the province,
Hls cabinet of numismatical treasures is specially rare and valuable It'is said that if offered
for sale it would probably bring him’$4,000 or $5, 000; thou,:,h it is doubtful if he would pa.tt
thh it for twice the larger sum named.

" Though long deeply interested in politics, M. Ba.by, we beheve, did not enter pubhc hfe

. untll 1867 when he was a candidate for Joliette for the Dominion Parliament. At thls time,

‘however, from over confidence on the part of Kis friends and supporters, | hejaﬂed to be elected.

_- Five years later, at the Genera.l Election (l87\2) he was returned by aoclamatxon ‘was re-elected A
~in 18744 ; unseated on petition on the 28th of October of that year; " was re-elected on the 10th

of the following December by a much larger majority, ¢ and again, at the General Election mSep-' ,
tember, 1878, he was returned by a still, increased majority. On the 26th‘of the next month, on -

the return of the Consemtisres'to power, he was called to a seat in the new Cabinet, his port~ .
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