
WHEN THE RAINS DESCENDED

Rain and Flood in the Valley of the Lower St. Lawrence. D1wlgb Ï11C'O-l ,1(le' aPesMnra

SI1X 1N TH E S MO0KE R
How the Man from Montreal and Five Others Talked about the Times

T11E Chicago express bail left Minneapolis a
good hialf-hour when the half-dozen occu-
pants of the sinoker began to take notice
of their surroundings.

"l3eeîî travelling lîunch this nionth ?" said a Phila-
deiphia traveller to a maan who was endeavouring
to make hinîseif as conmfortahle as lis six feet of
healthy humanity would allow.

"Only threc thousand miles in the last three
weeks," was the rcply.

"'You have been about sortie. What d'you think
of the next president ?"

"Don't know. You sec, I'nî a Canadian-froin
Montreal."

Threc of the five set up a trio of "so'm 1," andI
it was dîscovered that four out of the six were
natives of the country which holds first rnortgage on
the Twentieth Century. Having settled the matter
of next tenant of the White House to their satis-
faction and to the enlightenment of the Man froi
Montreal, the financial situation camne up for revision.

"You seem to have been around the countrv
lately, more than the rest of us," said the Philadel-
phia traveller to the Montrealer, "what is doing ?"

"Well, I think: I have listened to business inen
in nîne states and three o)rovinces since I left home
and the talk bas been of good crops and money to
spend. -You can't keep your ears open as you pass
through Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Minine-
sota, Wisconsin and Dakota, to say nothing of New
York, Pennsylvania, Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba,
without iearning something about the 'titres. In
the first place, people are travelling-and travelling
means more than a necessity. 1 have met ail pro-
fessions during the last month-politicians, farmers,
manufacturers and travelling mnen-and they are ail]
hopeful of the financial situation?"

"lLight manufactures," interpolated a traveller
from Boston, "are about as good as ever; heavy
goods, the public are shy about."

"And luxuries," added a man who represented
a large jewellery firm. "People are not investing in
tiaras or ropes of pearîs but the lighter trade is as
firm as it was a year ago."

"Yot nînst reiiienîiber," sai(l thc I'hîlatlelphianl to
the Man front Montreal, "that the citizens of the
Ujnited States have been carefully boarding their
nioney since early last faîl. 'Phey got a good scare
and theyve avoidcd spending their iinoney lately-
but they've got it aIl right. Now that the sun is
shining once more thcy'll soon be induced to corne
out and speii( it."

"Speaking of iron ore," said a marin from Min-
neapolis, though no ne hiad been mientioning the
subjeet, 'I have it on the best atîthority that theý
shiprilents of iron ore froîn the Masabi Range are
exî)ected to reaclh between sixty and seventy per
cent. of last year's in spite of nothing doing for the
last few mlontbs. So Duluth is looking up."

At this point the conductor made his appearance
anid the four Canadians discovered that hie also had
cor-ne froin "across the line."

"Canada must lie doing aIl right these days," ,he
said reflectively, "for 1 take a lot of tickets evrv
day frorn Canadian 's who are corning or going. There
ncver was more travel between Winnipeg and Chii-
cago than this spr ing and we're glad te see t

"I suîppose wlîeat is king in your country,"; said
the Philadeliphia traveller to the Man from Montreal.
'"What's the outlook ?"

'Quelîec is three weeks behind, but the West.
where the b)ig harvests corne from, is a month ahead.
Why, in Winnipeg the weather bas almost reachied
sumnnier warrnth and it looks like golden fields for
somebody. Indiana and the other western states
have the sarne story to tell and the saine promising
acres te show."

"Seems as if the monev that's been laid away for
the last seven rnonths will soon have a chance to
Fe aired," rernarked the Minnesota citizen with a
sigh of satisfaction.

"There's a nararnount condition in Canada." ad-
mitted the Man from Montreal. 'Torônto. Winnui-
peg. Montreal and Vancouver seern to agree that
until our people get fair assurance of a bumper crop.
nîoney will continue to prefer a safe corner in a
bank book. Tulst as soon as the Western farms look
safe for a record yield, the money will begin te

flowv, iin every province in the counîtry. lxi fact, the
strearn oif wbicat sets everything eise ini motion."

" lcre's boping itîIl le (eled anîd l>roa(l inii 198,"
said the Pliiladelphia traveller, rising witlî a yawîi.
-Well, gentlemcen, 1 conic frouin a quiet towu ; so, it's
au uipper bcrtli for Yours Truly. 1 (lidn't kîîow tlîat
l'd struck: a Sunshiiie Club but, judging from iron
ore and western farins, this lîttle 01(1 continent seeins
to lie ini a fair way to do business tlîis soimmer.
Think l'Il take a rouil ovcr to Muskoka nîyself in
Auigust andl sec what 1 cati get out of the lakes.
N'otluing like fishing, after a year's work."

Rain and FloodF I)S froin ice-jauins are quite fanmiliar- to
those who live along the St. L.awrenîce anîd
its trihutaries. This district is now having
flonds due t<i exceptional precipîtation. lIn

the lower lands in the Montreal dlistrict niany vil-
'lages are linier water and people arc living ini their
attics. Lake St. Louis is at 'the highest point it
bas reached in 34 years and the water is backing
up into the rivers. There are nîany summier bouses
in the district which are not habitable. Along the
O)ttawa and the St. Maurice therc is sirnilar trouble.
The Ontario side of the O)ttawa is hîgher than the
0 uebec side, but there is trouble at many points
sinçe villages are usually buift on the low, fiat lands.
Gatineau Point is onder- water and the Chaudiere
Falls look like Niagara. The St. Maurice is s0 fuîll
that several miles of the new transcontinental are
under water and the piers of some of the new bridges
uîîay be damaged. 'Ihe parish of St. Barbe in the
County of Huntingdon is cornpletely fiooded by the
water of Lake St. Francis and farmers are selling
their cattie because of loss of pasturage. The
Maskinonge, Chateaignay anîd otber rivers are doiuîg
inuch tdamage. The high water niay continue for
another Week or more.


