TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1892.

Abdvance in Trade Journalism.

FACT that trade journals 1n Canada are
» ;%; ste:'xdily growing n influence and popu-
o _". larity 15 not to be wondered at. Merchants
RN\ and manufacturers, at first, were inchned
y to view them with a (ertain amount ot
suspicion and distrust, but as their aim
« and object became better undes-
stood and it was seen that the field they
occupy 18 one combining instruction with
influence, the « inevitable change came.
Almost every indus _  try of importance
is now represented bya .. we_kly or month-
ly journal and liberally sup ported by
those n whose terests it 1s . published.
_ To the trade journals artisans natur h . ally
wk for the best methods of improving thew skl and \n-
B ic.oing their power of production.  Workers in iron and steel
nd other metals, for instance, find in tne journals devoted to those
i allied trades, prompt intelligence of every new invention or
1,1 ovement onginated by men of their craft in any part of the world.

.

b, tou, wurhers in other industries find 1he trade journals a source
b{ .ntelligence and common benefit, for through all lines of induauty
heie flows a constant stream of information by means of which the
pest appliances are utilized in such behalf. There are also journals
Eevoted to the advancement of purelv commercial undertakings, or
he selling interest only, occupying th positon of a medium of
aluable inlormation between buyer and sclter. v may be
hat here and there a trade journal can be found of lule
‘alue to the interests it claims to rep.esent, but that s an
nd...dual matter rather than a reflection upon the tiade
bress at large.  The phenomenal growth of the trade press
i : ng the paél few years furaishes thebest evidence of the necess.
) ' 3 7.1 such a medium between maker and seller, or buyer and selles,
=2 that it has been largely otilized 1s manitest by the .mproved ap
Bpcarance and enlarged size of the journals themselves, that Liberal

A" nege by appreciative customers has enabled the publishers to
T esent  And this leads us to speak of our first aitempt at a spedial
' ~Yer  Our native modesty will not allcw us to say much »n the

e, We have endeavored to present as creditable a number as
v.eand other aurcumstances would permu,and if it should meet with

@bc approval of our numerous readers we will be amply rewarded for
T pans.  In our efforts we have been greatly encouraged by the
‘~pathy and practical assistance of several gentlemen prominently
fentificd with the wholesale and retail trade, for which they have

.

our warmest thanks. Its a hopeful «iyn when such men do not be
grudge the time or trouble to help others by giving expression to
their views on important questions affecting the trade in these
columns. Thisis a feature of Thk Review which we have never
lost sight of, and our only regret, hitherto, hias been, that it hasnet
been utilized to any appreciable eatent We hear a great deal about
man's philanthropy, but we consides that when a successful business
man points vut to others from his own practical mapenience, the way
to avoid the rocks on which so many busines. cnterprises are
wrecked, he 1s as much a philanthiopist as the maa who helps uthers
by a welcome and umely donation of money. This is meant as a
hint that our columns are always open for su_cessful business men
1o help their less fortunate breth.ren in the manner indicated.  Our

aim 1s to make THE REVIEW popular with the trade, and any sug
gesuions 10 that directien from our readers will be gladly welcomed,
and promptly carned out, if at all pracucable.  We cannot but feel
grateful at the many expressins of approval and <ommendation
which we have recenved, and can only say that it is our ambition to
rise higher and higher in the estunation of out pations Lll we altain

the topmost pinnacle of success.

«  Reverung to the trade press geaerally it 1s undenmbdle that
these journals, wnen honestly and intelli ently condudted,
arebe . comng more and more a puner in busineas wicles, tor
they are " 1eally the only source fiom which basiness men can
mation relating particululy to theu trade inter
tion was at first made that they would be

to the daily press, but that kas been long

was seen that each had itc own par
wihout the one in the s'ightest
other n’ ts legiimate field of
invaluable to the country

: therein often saves him

money because of timely supgestions . made The adver
mation to him,

acquire infor

ests. The objec
found antagonistic
since exploded, as it
ticular mission o fulfi),
degree interfenng  with the
usefulness. The trade paper s
merchant, as the peneral matter

tisements are also a source of useful infor

from the fact that the sholesalers and manufac
making adverusing the medium of business
ments to the trade.  That they are apprevaied for these
reasons—at least we can say su as far as THe REVIEW

turers are
annnunce

s concetned - 1> apparent from the hiberal encoutagement
they recene from thea subscnibers and advertisers.
We have xiven .n previcus issuts expresswons of ap
preciation from our subscribers, ani they sull keep
coming to hand. The latest is from Mr R A Rafuse,
Middle L.a Have, N.S., who, while sending his re-
newal subscription, says of THE REVIEW: *] Yike
1t very much, and please continue to send it for another .
year.”
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