The History of John Toby’s
Conversion.

A Lecrure BY THE Rev. C. A, WALWORTH.

1 do not intend to make an argument in
favor of temperance, nor to picture the
sorrows of the inebris No man, with
the education of a Christian, or even the
ordinary intelligence of a heathen, can
have any doubt of the sinfulness of drunk-
ennesss ; certainly its misesy will not be

i contested. The drunkard’s wife sits
weeping by too many a hearth, and his
noor barefooted children clamor for bread

: in every street.
;) But I wish to call attention to this one
It fact in the philosophy of drunkenness.
How hard it 1s for an intemperate man to
be reformed by all the usual means cm-
ployed for his conversion ! It is in vain
to appeal to his fears. It is in vain to
appeal to any sense of shame. Not to
his fears, for he is already in despair.
Not to his sense of shame, for he has al-
ready lost all self-respect. In truth, this
despair and this sense of shame are the
¥ worst symptoms in his case, for they have
taken from him all hope, and all ambition,
and therefore all power of manly resist-
ance to temptation,

The only way to reach his case is to
speak gently and encouragingly to him,
: and ta seek to inspire him once more with
self-respect and hope. 1 know of no bet-
ter way to ill te this truth than hy
i telling the history of John Toby's conver
| sion. His views on Temperance, the
Liquor Trade, and the salutary restric-
tions upon that trade which, in New York,
are embodied in what is called the Excise
{ Law, may also be of some value to thosc

who are initerested in those questions.

| John Toby was, in the commencement
of his career, a smart, active, good-looking,
talented young Irishman.  For a laboring

i man, his education was good, and besides
that mother wit, commen to his race, he
wag possessed of an excellent judginent,
He married in this country a sweet litle

| woman of the same town, with eyes of
| the true Irish blue ; and I venture to say
that two or three years at a good school,
with a little dash of what is calied *‘ good
society,” would have made little Katy
Tohy as charming and neat a young lady,

i as any that drive up the Fifth avenue,

They were a happy couple at first, but
unfortunately this happiness did not last
long. John took to driuk, and all the
usual effects of drunkenness fell upon him
and upon his family, His health gave
way, his flesh fell away, and his face ¢
to the color of variegated marble, white,
with streaks of blue in it. The roses fled
from Katy's checks, too. Her beautiful
complexion was chan, to & colorless
white ; a changeless white it would have
been, except that sometimes John came
home of a Saturd evening, wild with
drink and put a pair of black goggles on
her eyes to go to church with on Sunday.
But all this is the usual thing. So far
the history of all drunkards is the same,
1 want to tell you something now of John's
pecnliarities, and how he transacted busi-
1 ;5 I mean the business of drinking.
John almost always got his drink at
Magreedy's gro: —the Hon. Michael

| Magreedy's. John wasa great wag, drunk
— or suber, and sometimes, half in jest and

half in bitterness, lie called this grocery
his heaven, When Katy s :lded him for
neglecting his family, and said he had no
It heart, John denied it stoutly. He said
he had a heart, ouly he kept it at Ma-
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wrongs and try to cheer him up.
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too—God forgive me !—have gone to pay
for this fol-de-rol, and m’ children do the
dancing to it barefoot.” And then he
would wander off into the woods where
no one could see him, and throw himself
upon the ground to weep. He could not
work, or thought so; for his tine was
spent between drunkenness and a sickly
languor, enlivened now and then by the
horrors. He thought somctimes of drown
ing himself, but had not the courage.
There was some faith left in him yct, and
he dared not die.

One day Mrs. Magreedy came into the
grocery when John was there.  He was
not drunk, but had just enough to take
the bashfulness out of him. Mrs.. Ma-

y e mever !

about |

i
hie happened to be a person of some |
N,

greedy was a dashing lady, well dressed in

| of the time.

¢ do you do !” she exclaimed, in a
. “Idecclare, Mr. Toby,
u, you've grown so thing

why, you'v t all your flesh.”
¢ Yes, ma'am,” said John, ‘“ there isn't
mauch left outside the bones. 'm thinking
Katy and I, and the little ones between

|
|
|
|

thory.  I've been thrying to seil out to

vour husband, Mrs, Magreedy—he's got
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bones.
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flesh, Mr
¢ No, John,

to your hushand, Mrs.
our pardon for the mish-

onld bye--1 mei
Magreedy, axin’
| take.”

“ Oh ! John Toby !

“ You carry some of it about wid your-
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{ us, Tdon't know but I could safely bet on
| meself there too,”
| O’Gammon was not a little offended at
| this strong rebuke, coming froiif'such a
! quarter.
| “John Toby,” said he, ‘‘yon are
| speaking in vour Ignorance.  You don’t
know the difference between Church and
State.  The one deals with heavenly
things, and the other with earthly. As a
| Christian man I follow my conscience and
| the laws of my religion ; but when I stand
| in my place in the Assembly I am a states-
| man, occupied with temporal affairs, and
| follow the laws which govern political bod-
ies and political men.”
¢ No doubt,” said John, “‘no doubt,
{and P'm thinking that's just what's the
| matter wid you.”
| ““I suppose yon understand, Mr
5 that there are laws to govern politi

"oby)
1 bod-

| fes, and principles which ought to control |

politieal men, i

“Of coorse,” . gaid John, ““of coorse,
but I've small respect for 'em if God had
nothing to say in the makin’ of 'em.

neighbor as yougself.
ary, Mr. O’Gammon !
¢TI am sorry, John Toby, that I cannot
| make you understand plain distinctions.
| A man may act in two capacities. 8 a
religious man, T am a° Christian and a
temperate man ; as a citizen of the State,
[ 1 ama party man and a member of the
Assembly.”

“ I see,” said John,
| But there’s onc thing’ bothers me yet.
| What will Alighty God do

Christian man and the temperance man
when the devil flies away wid the Assem-
blyman 1”7

O'Gammon hegan to get alittle excited.
“Don't you tand, sir,” said he,
“ that thero are ties wliich bind a repres-
entative to his constituency 1

“Oh! bedad, whats that?

Is that parliment-

what's a

| | constituency 1"

‘ It's that which makes a man what he
is, or constitutes him. ‘A member of the
Legislature is constituted by those who
elect him. These are political ties, Mr.
Toby, and cannot be hroken."

“Faith then,” said John, “T'm sorry
to see you tied up in any such dirty way.
Mr. O’Gammon, I knew your father and
yonr mother weil in their time, God rest
|’em ! He had the makin’ of them all to
| 'imself, and,let me tell you, he kunew hiy
| business better than that gaug in New
Yok, that's had the “constitutin’ of
you."”

The Assemblyman walked away without
any answer ; ‘and it is not reportud, in
history that either of them ever changed
his opinion.

And now I come to the principal part
| of my task. John Toby bacame « veforn.:

ed man, and I want you to know how his
| reformation came about.

A new priest was sent to the vills
vencrable old man, whose hemt was ¢
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der on credit, but all to no etlegt.  On |
recciving the messu s fairly |
kled g ve-dolls

ed Off to answer |

John said nothing, but sat up a little
straighter,

‘“ Nor a more talented.
ed what was coming next.

¢“ Nor a handsomer young man, John.”
John blushed somewhat, but did not dis-
like the idea.

‘*‘ There was scarcely a young girl in
the place but was ready to set her cap for
you.”
| John laughed a litt'e . nd then coughed,
He was afraid of giving offense to any un-
seemly levity, Hc pulled np his shirt
collar a little, and then remembering how
dirty it was he tucked it away again under
his black neck-cloth.

““ But what a miserable an you have
| got to be now, John.” Johu settled down
| in his chair, four inches at the least.
| *Yes, maam,” suid he, sorrowful-
i 1y
I “What can be done, John, to make
| you look like a gentleman once more 1"
| ““I don' know, ma'am, cxactly,” said
| he, “but I'd recommend the town poomp
to begin wid.”

‘“Ay, John, but ittakes more than a
| clean fale or fine clothes to make a gentle-
| man. You were a gentleman once in my
| sense of the word. You wer once a man
| of noble heart, of gentle ways and fine
‘[ feelings, a man that could look the world
| in the face without shame.”
| “God help; me,” said John, the tears
| starting into his eyes, *‘ I'm far from that
L thin now.”

“Don't be cast down,” said the good
| lady, “there’s nothing done yet but can
be mended.”  And then she went on to
encourage him, sometimes praising him
to awaken his confidence and self-respect,
and sometinies drawing such flattering
pictures of his future prospects that
John's heart at last grew too big for his
body,

“ Don't way a word more, m' lady,”
cried he, “but if there’s anythin’ you'd
be puttin’ me’ up to, out wid it, an’ I'll
do it this sune minit, if it's to break Ma
greedy's head, or wmy own ; axin’ y ur
pardon for mintionih’ aither of the blag-
gards in your pressence.” She informed
him then that ail she wanted of him wis
to go to Father Boylan and sign the
| pledge.

‘ma taytotaler,” said John, ‘“‘from
t1is minit.”

| This was, however, only a part of the
good lady’s plan.  §he seut down at once
for Katy Toby 3 and in the meanwhile she
searched np from hes husban i's wardrobe,
a complete new outfit of clothing, coat,
pants, shirt, stockings, collar, neck-cloth,
shoes and hat.  * Now Katy,” said she,
‘“ take him into that room and take him
out a handsome gentleman, such as he
uged to be in his courting dayg.”

When Jahn wappoared, she did not fail
to praise his good looks.  There was one
improvement still very much needed, and
that was to get the stubble off his chin,
and to have his hair cut. She was afraid
as yet to trust her ncophyte with money,

John wender-

- | but sent him down to the barbar’s with a

| promissory note of her own. ‘¢ After
| that,” said she, ‘‘yonlllbe all réady for
the tey to-night, and let
me s
Boylan's medal.
to 2

v was the first that' walked up
to the pledge that night. The good
priest was delighted. “ Why John,” he
exclaimed, “ you've been amang the fairies
and got changed off for a dandy. What
makes you look so handsome, and what
i good angel brought you here 1”
| T tell youall about it, Father Boy-
| lan, afoor the Sunday comin’, between
You and mo alone, el like o wan the
night, an’ wid the blessin' of God and
your Reverence, 111 come out of this a
good Christian yet.” °

The next morning John called again on
Mus. Averill. he had o job ready for
| him, for she was anxious to'sct him at
| work. Now, there was not the slightest
| need of a well behind Mrs, Averill's
| hoyse. - The kiwchen was furnished with a
i good penstock, and inexhaustible public
| pump stood in the street ; but she had
|
|
|

taken it suddenly into her head that there
must be a new well, and for fifty good rea-
sons that the Judge urged to show that
he didn't need it, she brought forward
| five hundred poor ones to prove that she
did. God bless these good women ! When
once true ¢ begins to boil and bub-
ble in the they are £ i

foctly ir-

is more good sense
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ghirty doliars of that same speculation in
my own pocket | Look at that, you cov-
etous villin, and take your last look of it
too, for you'll mever .sec a cint of my
money any more. It's goin’ for brealand
butther, afther this for me wife and chi!-
dren. A speculation, is it ! It's one that
}myx then. I've been in speculations be-
ore, an’ little good they did me. My |
own share of the profits was poverty and
sickness, and a sore heart, an’ all me
money went to stufl your great belly wid.
Good mornin’, Mr. Magreedy, I'm going to
a parthy the night, an’ can’t affoord to
spile me good looks wid gettin’ angry.

John's parting words had & meaning in
then It happened to be the anniversary
of his marriage, and he meant to celebrate
the event that evening. He bought Katy
a new shawl during the day, and presents
for the little ones. He had them hand-
somely done up, with the names appropri-
ately writen, and lefu directions to ‘have
then sent up by eight o'clock. Two or |
three neighbours with their wives were |
invited to supper. They came, of course, |
and had no reasou to complain of their
entertainment, although they gov nothing
stronger than tea or gingerpop. A mer-
rier party never assembled together, and
when John's presents arrived Katy and
the children were wild with joy and ad-
miration. A little later a boy came
n from Mrs. Averill's with a huge basket-
ful of pies and cakes and candy enough
to craze a regiment of children, ™ Tears of
joy came inta their mother's eyes.. John

tlected to he scandalized at this, declar-
ed that she had drank too much tea, and
ought to take the pledge as well as him-
self.  Katy stoutly’ denying this, he
offered to bet her a new bonnet that she
couldn’t walk straight across the floor to
which she 1gplied that she was able to
dance & jig with a younger man than hin;-
s If. Atit, theretore, they both went
in the middle of the floor, to the immense
| delight of the whole party, especially the
| ¢ iliren: Little Barney, intensely excited
and unfortunately reviving some roinin -
‘8¢ nces of the lust elec im, cried unl:'
“Hurra! for Magreed Yor this his l
father cuffed his car; n tantly, prote sting

that he would allow no profane language |
in the house on such a day. |

Here, then; must we loave the Tohys |
i tie midstof theirnewfound joy. 1 ‘
oaly this to add, that Jchn' perseve .
manfully in keeping his pledgo. wo
years afterwards he moved intoa new
‘house, two storeys high, small but comfort-
able, and which has gone through a con-
stant course of improvement cver since,
inside and out. If you visit Katy to-day,
she will show you into a cheerful patlor,
neatly furnished and carpetel, and trea.
you as a lady should. ~ You may perhaps
get an invitation to dinner, when you will
see what nice thingsgrow in her gurlden.
But if you happen to have a red nose, or
bear the smell of ‘whisky about you, keep
away. Katy is sensitive on certain points,
and can turn her sweet face into cold
waurble whenshe conceivesan ill opinion of
aiy one. TLe Hon. Daniel O’Gammon
continued to do the dirty work for his
party, for a few years, until he was shoy-
ed aside to make room for a younger man
of like ambition. Magreedy lived long
enough t., become his own best customer;
and, anong those who went in shame and
sorrow to the grave before him, were his
two sons, and the little girl that used to
play the piano forte.

Here endeth the story of John Toby’s
conversion ; and I declare that the main
facts cf“it ure true, and happened within
my own knowledge, If 1 have succeeded
iy purpose, I have indicated the true
way to reform an intemperate wan. It
is not by abusing him; not by denouncing
hit; not by shunning hiw; but by kind-
ness and encouragement,  Mrs, Averill's
the true way, and | wish that all
telnperance reformers, and all zealous per-
sons who undertake the conversion of a
drunkard had the same good sense and
chari
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