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to do. She knows all the details of his financial

position exactly. She has to; he sees to that
He keeps her up to date in them every day.

And she has to show him detailed accounts of the

house as though it was a business undertaking,

because he's so afraid of her being left helpless

and incapable. She just has to understand that
' life is real, life is earnest,' and death more so.

"Then the chUdren. They're all insured, of

course. Each of the girls has to take charge of

the house in turn, And they must all earn their

own living— in case papa fell down dead.

Take that second daughter. She hates music,

but she has a certain mechanical facility with the

fiddle, and so she must turn it into coin, in order

to be on the safe side. Her instincts are for fine

clothes, idleness, and responsibility. She'd take

the risks cheerfully enough if he'd let her. But
he won't So she's miserable. I think they all

are more or less.**

" But still," I put in, « to feel the burden of life

is not a bad thing for people's characters."

"Perhaps nut," said Alpha. "But to be

crushed under a cartload of bricks isn't likely to

do one much good, is it? Why, Omega's a

wealthy man, and d'you know, he must live on


