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TO THE READER
In the hutorical romance which I have woven of the

Jramat.c event, of the life of Jeffersan Davi> I havedrawn h,. real character unobscured by passion or
prejud.ce. Forced by hi, people to lead their cause.Am gemus created an engine of war ,o terrible in itspower tnat through it five million Southerners, without
rnoney, mthout a market, without credit, withstood fo,four ye re the shock of twenty million men of their <mn
blood and of equal daring, backed by bo,indkss re-
sources.

The achievement is without a parallel in history, andadds new glory to the records of our race
The scenes have all been drawn from authentic

records tnmy possession. I have not at any point
taken a liberty with an essential detaU of history.

Thomas Ddcon.


