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As regards my two extraneous chapter, (pp. 407-472)..he general reader " is quite as -ilcely as the cycling reader
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^* regards my 'tyle of expression, though I may not have mastered
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and I have striven to win nothing else of the literary art. The putti, g of ider.s into written formhas ever been to me a painful process, which I have sought to shorten as much as possible Inave always kept quiet unless I had something to say ; and, though this rule may not always havemade my ac • ,1 words seem to other people worth the saying, it has certainly prevented me frombemg classed with " the mob of gentlemen *ho write with ease." Chatterers, for the merepleasure of hstening to the noise, of their own mouths, may perform an acceptable function in.'musing Mks who are too stupid even to chatter ; but that function is not mine. I have aboutashttle hkmg for "literary men" as has the elder Cameron of Pennsylvania, and am oftentempted to apply to them the same damnatory adjective. In fact. I hardly know of a class of
Jellow-humans whom I like less,-^xcepr " the political machinists " of the Cameronian type
ar.d perhaps, also. " the athletes" and "sporting men."

My book aims to be practical rather than " literan-." and my
desire to see it serve as an effective instrument for " setting the

, ,._
*°'''<1 °" wheels " forces me to be very explicit in showing that

I am as different a person as possible from the "author" who is presumably conjured up in
the minds of most men by the first sight of its title. I am not " an athlete." and have nevera tempted anything difficult upon the bicycle. Whatever tours I have taken with it,-whatever
pleasures or advantages 1 have gained from it,-may be readily taken and gained anew by anyman of average strength and activity. Whether or not I may be believed to resemble Gold-
am, h s more distinguished "Traveler" in being "remote, unfriended, solitary," it is certain
that I resemble him m being " slow." The restless rush for the cemetery, which the English,
speaking men of to-day seem absorbingly anxious to reach " in advance of all foreign oompeti-
t.on. IS a race I have no share in. If my book v.ere big enough to momentarily block the
progress of the generation now on the down-grade of life, I would wish it might in that moment
•ay to them

: Look here at the bicycle ! I, is a slower and more comfortable vehicle thanhe hearse, mto which you are all trying to crowd yourselves, with such unseemly haste ! "

The bicyclers slmvness its

charmfor the elderly.
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