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^QQ m. THOMAS STEERY HUNT ON THE

S 2 Wo find at the beginning of our oeuiury, that the most competent observers were

acrreod in ro-ardin? serpentines as stratified contemporaneous deposits in the so-called

;ilr; rocks, r^trin described those of Mont l^ose and of ihe

ff^^^^I^^
tratific'd with .-alcareons and micaceous schists, ^vhilc Saussure lound those oi Mont Cer

h to present similar condUu>ns, and described certain serpentines, found near Gc. oa

^
a terna ing with bands of calcareous, quartzose, and micaceous schists or argiUites.

Humboldt: in like manner, noticed the stratified character of the serpentines near Beyru h

ad .TameJon found tho.e of Rothsny. in Scotland, to be interstratified with micaceous and

Lose schists, andwit' rystalline limestone, in repeated alternations, of which he gives a

diac^ram, mentioninu-, however, as an opinion held by some, tbat the masses both of s r-

peiUine Lnd of limestone " form great veins rather tban vertical sheets.
-^;;-^;-

describes serpentine as a primitive stratified roek, eonteiup.mnieous, nnd alteinatmg with

'''''tTl^M.r we find, in 1S26, Maculloch. m his C.o^.,ir., n.sl,r.Hon ^
Eor^,

sepa atiuo- the primitive rocks into two groups, stratified and unstratified, the latter con-

i t nl of%-ran te and serpentine, He assigned as a reason for plaem. serpentine in th

t e^chL that it docs not appear to be decidedly stratified, but, at the same time, remark

^unlike other unstratified rocks, as granite or trap, he had not found -P-j^;'-^

U-t ramiMng veins. Subseciuent studies in the Sh.. land ^^-^^^^^^:^;^
L calls "an-importaiit corre..tion" in its history. >n the Appendix ^

^j
- -^ ^

u.med where he announces his (.mclusion that the ..erpentmes -e stratilied lo. ks UKc

Z^s'oTm ^' hLts, addin. a revised tabular view, in wlu-h they are included wiUi

SJ'^trslratified division of the primitive rocks, granite .lone being retained m the

unstratified division.!
, ,, ,• r r'.v,„,-.,ll m^

M. Boase,inhis Prn.n; Orolo,,, in IHM, describes the seiT^-tin.s of ( o ii ^
as

associated with talcose and chloritie and aetinolite-schists, and what had been .alkd
assoaauu ^

^ ,,,pentine seemed in some instan.-es subordinated. He

^:;™ : l:^:!:JtioJ ^a modes of oe,.urrenees with those described by

M :^1 M -Be la Eeehe. in like manner, m his Geo,.,, of Con.r.U „.l D.ro. not., the

se nn.^ passage of the seiTOi^^ into the hornblende-sla.e in many places, bu also i^s

:;;;::::St
' hi^ision amid 'u. latter with fone ;

' a seeming contradietion which ho recog-

ni'/es ])ut endeavors to explain.^
_

,

I r Unlike Maeeulloch and Boase. Dela Beehe regarded serpentine as an eruptive rock

of posterior ori-nn to the assoeiated schists, agreeing in lliis with Bronaniar^ who had

;!j:d ::"entine among plutonic rocks. A similar view was held by Elie de Beaumont ||

and by Savi. and, without entering into further details, we may iiotiee tbat they have been

followed bv Sismondi. Lory, and others, who maintain the plutonic om-in ol the Alpine

«^Uitine;. while, on the other hand, Scipion Gras, Gastaldi, Fa vre and Stapff regard them

. Sec for tho toxt of tl.o above rofc-onn. .,,0 ,n„ta.ions in rinkeHonV r.tralo,n-, 1821, 1. 334-343
;

11. 608:612.

+ IMaoulloch, Inc. cit., pp. 7S, 243, ()52-(155.

X r.nafiO, loo. rit., p. 40.

I ^;;; ^::;;::!;:t !j;;.sn,:r;vi,h VM. a. noan,n„nt ^ is.., , ..,..,1 l,is',.nnn.nt .onoa.uo do Scnarniont

lu,,! loa hhu to rojort, as wholly nntonablo, tho thoory of their ,,lutoni.' ongu..
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