
PREFACE.

The volume now offered to the public is intended to

furnish the pupil his first lessons in Latin. As an Ele-

mentary Drill-book, it aims to supply a want long felt in

our schools. In no stage of a course of classical study is

judicious instruction of more vital importance than in that

which deals with the forms and elements of the Latin lan-

guage. To the beginner, every thing is new, and requires

minute and careful illustration. He must at the very out-

set become so familiar with all the grammatical inflections,

with their exact form and force, that he will recognize

them with promptness and certainty wherever they occur.

He muFt not lose time in uncertain conjecture, where posi-

tive knowledge alone will be of any real value. Improve-

ment on this point is one of the pressing needs of our

schools. This volume is. intended as a contribution to

classical education in aid of this particular work. It aims

to lighten the burden of the teacher in elementary drill,

and to aid him in grounding his pupils in the first ele-

ments of the Latin language.

It is the unmistakable verdict of the class-room, that

theory and practice must not be separated in the study of

language. The true method of instruction will make am-

ple provision for both. On the one hand, the pupil must,

by a vigorous use of the memory, become master of all the

grammatical fonns and rules ; while, on the other hand, he

must not be denied the luxury of using the knowledge

which he is so laboriously acquirmg.

To this just and urgent demand of the class-room, the
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