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sketches her with admirable reticence in the

beginning, where she is shown to us as very little

more than a pretty girl. His strokes are few and
sure. But she grows from chapter to chapter,

and at the end, after the tragic crisis, she sweeps

onward to the sentimental crisis which crowns

the tale of her married life with a dignity and
grave beauty which justify a belief in Hestia,

even now, when modem testimony and practice

alike are against such a belief. She justifies

Mr. Merrick's conclusion too. It is seldom

enough that we fare able to believe in the happy
solution of such troubles as he has traced out

in Cynthia. Cynics against inclination, we feel

that the dog will return to his vomit after the

easy reconciUation and facile tears upon Hestia*s

generous bosom. Not so here. Cynthia has got

her Humphrey for what he is worth, and will

hold him. She is one of Mr. Merrick's loveliest

women; and he has made many lovely women.
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