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Tin: VIEWS OF the i'iiesident of Tin: united states as to the
I'lMtrEU EXEC'l'TION <)F THE ACT OF CONGUESS OF MAIiC'H H, 1S87,

ol'I'OSED TO THOSE OF THE CAPITALISTS WHO CONTROL OUR FISH-

ING INDUSTRY AND REAP THE (HtEATEST ADVANTAGES FROM THEM.

Tlie prcsidi'iit of the AmPiican Fishery Union, in 18S7, l)ron;;lit the

subjoct of retaliation to the attention of the rresidcut of the United

States, and insisted that it should be applied only to the exclusion of

r.ritish-Ameriean fishinf; i)rod(icts from the markets of tln^ United

States. To tliat denjand the President of the United States replied a»

follows

:

• EXKCCTIVE MaNSIOX,

jranhhigtou, D. C, Jj^il 7, 18:^7.

(Ji:xtm:mk.\: I li.ivo received your li'ttor liitoly ii'Mressoil to m«, niul have given

'ill coiisitNM'atKm to th<> f'X[>rcs.si(Mi cf t;i<! vit-ws asul wisliea thcrfiii cotitrisied in

rliition to t)me.\ij*liii';ilifferfnco8 li«t\vceii the (lovrrniucnt of Great liiifaiii anil the

iiiiti'd States growing out of the rcfn.sal to award to onr citizens engaged in fi.shiiig

• iittTpriHCH the privileges to which they are entitled either nnder treaty atiinilations

r the gnarantioH of international comity and neighborly concession. I sincerely

iiiHt the apprebensio!! yon ex|)resH of r.njn.Ht and nnfri»*ndly trciitnient of Anicriean

;>li('riiien lawt'nlly fonnil in Canadian waters will not he realized; but if such ap-

it'iit'ii.sion whonld prove to he well founded, I ear.ieslly liope thut uo fault or inoon-

-iilorato action of any of onr citizens will in the least wcak(Mi the just position of onr

linverunient, or deprive ns of the universal synipathy and support to which we should

lie entitled.

The aition of this administration since Jinie, Hi'), when the fishery articles of the

;ri:ity of l"^7l were tcrniiuattHl nlul(^r tlie notification which had two years before

iurn given hy our (ioverinnent, has been fully disclosed hy the correspondence be-

twwen the representatives and the api»roj»riato departments of the respective Gov-

riinionts, .with which I am apprised hy your letter you are entirely familiar. An

"Ciiiuination of this correspondence has doubtless satislied yon that in no case have

!lii' iij;lits or privileges of Aini'riitan lishcrnu'ii Itceii overlooked or neglected, but

'!iat, on the contrary, they have been sedulously iusisti-d upon an<l cared for by every

imaiis within the control of the executive branch of the Government.

Tlieact of Congress approved March ',\, I.S87, anthori/ing a course of retaliation,

ifoagh oxeontivo action, in the event of a continuance on the i>art of the British-

Viiunio.in authorities of unfriendly conduct and treaty violations atfecting American

I •slicrnicn, has devolved upon the Pn-.^ulent of tlie United States exceediiigl.\ grave

iiid solemn responsibilities, comprehending higlily important conseciuences to onr

mtioual character and dignity, and involving extremely valuable commercial inter-

lonrsi) between the British posseasions in North .America and the people of the United

''tates.
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