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counselled to adopt a narrow policy,—to call home their legions,

and leave the outlying provinces without a show of sym])athy or

protection ; and, under the influence of panic, and imagiiuiry l)attles

of Dorking, troops are to he massed in the British Islands, and

their shores are to be surrounded by ironclads. One Cabinet

Minister tells us that British America cannot bo defended, and

another, that he hopes to see the day when the whole continent of

America will peacefully repose and prosper under Republican

institutions. And a third, on the eve of negotiations which are to

involve our dearest interests, strips Canada of every soldier, and

gathers up every old sentry-box and gun-carriage he can find, and

ships them off to England.

" I do not desire to anticipate the full and ample discussion which

Parliament will give to England's recent diplomatic efforts to buy

her own peace at the sacrifice of our interests, or of that Comedy of

Errors into which she has blundered ; but this I may say, that the

time is rapidly approaching when Canadians and Englishmen must

have a clear and distinct understanding as to the hopes and obliga-

tions of the future. If Imperial policy is to cover the whole ground,

upon the faith of which our forefathers settled and improved, then

let that be understood, and we know what to do

Leading newspapers have told us that our presence within the

Empire is a source of danger, and that the time for separation is

approaching, if it has not already come. Noble lords and erudite

commoners have sneeringly told us that we may go when we

are inclined. As yet, neither the Crown, the Parliament, nor the

people of England have deliberately avowed this policy of dis-

memberment, although the tendency of English thought and legis-

lation daily deepens the conviction that the drift is all that way.

We must wait, my young friends, for further developments,

not without anxiety for the future, but with a firm reliance on

the goodness of Providence, and on our own ability to so shape the

policy of our country as to protect her by our wit, should English-

men, unmindful of the past, repudiate their national obligations.'
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