
ROYALTON.

D. i780—before the dawn ijft (Liy, the inhiibi-

tants of thi*; town were surprised hy the ap-

proach of about three hundred Indian*, of va-

rious tribes. Tiiey were UmI [»y thu Caghiiewa-

t:;a tribe, and had h\ft (!anada, intendin:^ t**

tlestroy Newbury, a town in the eastern pait

of Vermont, on Connecticut liiver. A lirit-

ish Lieutenant by the name of Uorton, was
their chief commander, and one LeMott, a
Frenchman, Avas Ids second. Tlieir pilot or

leader, was a de.«picable vilhiin, by tlie name
of Hamilton, who had been made prisoner, by
the Americans at the taking of Bur^oyn, in

1777. He had been at Newbury and Royal-
ton the preceding summer, on parole of hon-

or, left the latter place with several others un-

der pretence of going to survey land.*^ in the

northei'n part of this State, and went directly

to the enemy. He was doubtless the flrsV in-

stigator of those awful depredations which
were the bitter fmits of this expedition, and
ought to stam]^ his name with infamy Aud dii-

grace, -.
*

On their way thither, ^tis said, they came
across several men from Newbury, who were
engaged m hunting,^ near the plrtce where
Montpelier Village now stands, and made
them prisoners. They made known their ob-

ject to these hunters^ and enquired of them
whether an armed force was stationed at New-
bury. Knowing the defenceless^ state of that

tow9, and hoping they sfaoald be able to in-

daee th^Iu^ans to relinquish tlieir object aiid


