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merits, and on various titles, I made no doubt,

were worthy of your favour. I (hall never

attempt to raife myfelf by depreciating the

merits of my competitors. In the complexity

and confufion of thefe crofs purfuits, I wilhed

to take the authentic public fenfe of my friends

upon a bufinefs of fo much delicacy. I wilhed

to take your opinion along with me ; that if I

fhould give up the conteft at the very beginning,

my furrender of my poll may not feem the

effe^l of inconftancy, or timidity, or anger, or

difguft, or indolence, or any other temper un-

becoming a man who has engaged in the public

fervice. If, on the contrary, I Ihould under-

take the eledbion, and fail of fuccefs, I was full

as anxious, that it Ihould be manifeft to the

whole world, that the peace of the city had

not been broken by my raihnefs, prefumption,

or fond conceit of my own merit.

I am not come, by a falfe and counterfeit

fliew of deference to your judgment, to feduce

it in my favour. I alk it ferioufty and un-

affededly. If you wilh that I fhould retire,

I {hall not confider that advice as a cen-

fure upon my condudl, or an alteration in your

fentiments •, but as a rational fubmiflion to the

circumftances of affairs. If, on the contrary,

you ihould think it proper for me to proceed

on my canvafs, if you will rifque the trouble

on your part, I will rifque it on mine. My pre-

tenfions are fuch as you cannot be afliamed of,.

w,hc|hcr they fucceed or fail,
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