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holdiaf an^ varlwl eomaiunieallon with him, bat

addraaaid to him quaaiiona in writinf m to the ol»-

Jaeta of hia voyan, to which Vanoouver promptly

replied, (page 309, vol. 4,)
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Hare ia ihe eonfaaaion of Vanrouver himaelf, that

there waa no intention of interfering with tha territo-

rial rigbia of S|iain, and that no [•ecial advantagea

ware aought for by Great Britain. It ia tha higheat

'•vidaoce, the evidence of colampormnaoua expoaition,

againat the claiina of the Driiieh plenipotentiary ; and
udamoliahea the whole fabric ofiheBritiah utle,ao

flur aa it ia built on Vancouver's explorationa.

While on ihi- |)art of the aubjeei, I deaire alao to

call the attaniii .. of tha Senate to the manner in

which the Orcfcun queation has been diacuiaed in

the Britiah Parliament by aome of tha moat diatin-

guiahed membera of both branehea of that body. I

wiah to do 10 for the purpoae of correcting great in«

accaraciea, and alao for the purpoae of showing
how imperfectly the aubjecl appeaia to be under-
aiood by tlioae who, (Irom their elevaied positiona,

«ra under the atrongtat moral obligationa to posaaaa

thetnselvaa of the truth, in order that the public

mind o.' Great Britain may not be mialed and '

flamed on their high authority.

,^n the House or Lords, on the 4th of April laat,

immediately aAer the reception af the President'a

inaugaral a^teeoh, the aubject woe brought forward

)/ t£a Earl of Clarendon, not in the uaual form of '<

cill on her Majcaty'a mi()isters for information, but
In puraunnce of a notice vhich he had gifen on the

preceding day of hia deaign to iiurite the attention

, of the Houee to the queation. In the course of his

remarks, he undertook to eive a aketch of the claima
of Great Oriioin and Ihe United Suted to the terri-

tory qfOregon. I shall, in reaped to the former, quote
hia own words from the London Timea, a aource tr

which we may confidently look for an
.
accurate re-

{>ort ofhis lordship's remarks. I shall confinemyaelf
atrictly to the question of title in all I have lo say in

reference to lhe$e debalea, avoiding carefully all al-'

luaion to the oflVuiaive langu<\ge with which they
' were in some inatanc^a connecied:

"In the llrsl pl«c«, my lordi, If priority of dlMOvery could
«on<tllute Utlfl.^our cinim would bo unqueatlonabloifor Sir
K. Driik<<, wlimi ho fir«t vinited Ihnt country in l'i.'.«, found
all tlio lend unapiiropriated, am) look pi-aaeaaion of it,

Rivini; 11 the tUio ot New Albion. I do not mean to lay that
lia conilUlilet a claim, but owing, nubavquenlly. to a a«lz-

ure of Britith Toiteli at Nootka. and to h diiputt whieb
aroirlneonarquenee, it waa arranged by the treaty of the
£acu[lai that the iubjaeti of the contracting partiea abould
not be molealed in Sahliia and making •(.-tllemanta in parta
not hitherto occupied. In 1792, the country odiaocnt to
the (y'olumbla river was taken poaaeaaion of by Cooke, and
waa explored in 1813 by the Northweatem Company,
now called the Iludaon Bay Company, who eitabAabcd
themielvoi in Port St. Ueorkr, under the gornrnmant of
BriUah lawa, continuing lo the preaent day, and !)eing the
ilrat eatabliahmont in that country of a lawful and nauoaal
eharaotor, andraeognlaed aa auch by foreign atalea."

In the paragraph I have reid there are Pumeroiis
error* in Ihe aiatement of facts, ami I must ask the
indulgence ofthe Senate while I point some of them
'OUt.

1. Sir Francia Drake arrived on the northwest
coast of America in 1579, and not in 1558, aa atated

by Lord Clarendon, making a difference of twenty-
one yeara in jioint of time. If thia error of d<tt«,

which may poaaibly be typofraphloil, war*
Iha nn'/ one, I ahould not have troublad th*

8*Mt* with anv rafaranee lo it. But thar* %r*

gnvar miaapprehenaion* in thia atalamant. It

will be Been, that though Lord Carendon doea

not venture to refbr to sir Pmncia Drake's viaet to

the nnrthweat coaat aa constituting a title of itaelf,

hapreaenta it aa evidence ofiirioriiy of diacorerv."

Sir, that navigator can, in no Just aenae, be said to

have viaited the disputed territory of which Lard
Glarendon was speaking. The territory commencea
at the 49d parallel of latitude, and runa north to 54*^

40*. Sir Francia Drake landed at »f>. I Ir aailed

along the coaat north of this parallel, according to

the beat authoritiea only aa hi|h aa 43". Nor can

hia viait, in any juat aenae, be regarded aa a diaco-

vary. Thecountry including the bay of St. Franeiaeo,

whOT* h* landed, waspreviously known. Ithadbeen

aeen thirty years before as high oa the 49d parallel

by Ferrelo, who was aent out by ihe viceroy or Mexi-
co, fbr the express purpvae of exploriiijg and ex-

lending the dominion of^ Spain over it; and it waa
taken poaaeaaion of at or near Ihe very point wher*
Drake landed, and at various uihan, long before the

government of Great Urilnin claimed any right of

poaaesaion. growing out of this pretended dis".ovcry,

ar . visits ofhernavi^lora to the northwest coast.

Be^ii' , Drake's expedition waa in the nature of

a piraa .> entcrpriae, aiM not nn enterprise of le-

giiVat warfare. England and Spoin were at

pen^o. It ia tru*, tha two aoveretcns, Elisabeth

and Ph > o, were wi\aiei in secrtc pints againat

jaeh other—the lurmer by fomenting distmljancca

in the liOa Countries, and the latter by aetting

Oil foivt i-ebellions in Ireland; but it waa aeweral

ye ,r» later before theae intrigues broke out into

tiie open hoatiiity, of which the chief incident waa

the luatructlon of the invincible Armoda. (Sir, the

contradiction of terma ia tha work of hiatory, not

mine.) ^ct Elisabeth, ahur Drake's .return to

Englond, on the application of the Spanish arabu-

sador complaining ol iiii piracea, restored a por-

tion of the buoty he had token, and by thia resti-

tution admitted the unlawfalneaa of his expedition.

It ia only neceasarv to look into Hume to aee in

what light it has always lieen viewed by 'he eye of

legitimate history. Sir, it ahould need aome wld-

ness, on* would think, to act up a claim even to

"priority of discovery" on the basia of a transac-

tion like ''.his!

9. Lcitl Clarendon state* that the country adja-

cent to the Columbia river, waa taken poaaeaaion of

in 1793 by Captain Cook. Sir, Captain Cook never

aaw the Columbia river, or landed^ in the immedi-

ately adjacent country. Hia viait waa to Nootka

aqond, on the ialand of Cluadra and Vancouver,

separated from the coniinfnt by the strait of Fuca.

Hia voyage is referred by Lord Clarendon to the

year 1799. It wna, in fact, made in 1778, fourtwn

years before the Columbia river wna entered or even

certainly known to e^^ist. Ten yeara afVer Cook'*

voyage lo the coaat, Meares, on whose exploration*

the British government partially reals iu title, re-

ported he could aay with certainty, no auch river k*

the St. Roc (the Columbia) eiisted. Four year*

later atill, Vancouver, after a most careful examina-

tion of the coast, came to the same conclusion, a*

we have Keen. Sir, Lord Clarendon evidently con-

founded the voynge of Cook with that of Vancou-

ver, without an adcurate reference lo either.

3. It is equally erroneous to say, that the north-

weat c/tmpany explored the country in 1813, and

establiahed themselves in Port St. George. Explor*-

tiooa bad been made, first by Lewis and Clarke, mill-

.i

_..l.iiifi..iM<ii'Jfa'iiaSi<firij"°''-


