wtil provido clalins for but a Bmited
swnber of persons, and prosp .cts
would seem to be beticr in o new diy-
trict than at tho Klondike, overrun
a3 1t already is.  The gold territory
streteles out for many hundreds of
mijes, and there iy a vast reglon to
prospect tnn without atl rushing to one
pomt. and thoat about the most nac-
cagble distriet In  the whole pold-
bearing reglon, streteling from  the
Kootenay to the Avet ¢ Ocean,

PORT ARTHUR

T ComyuRCIAL VisLTs THE TowN
BY THE LAKK,

Before the day of rallways tn  the
wegt, there wais o esnsiderable town
at the head of the lakey, naturally,
becaus? by water was the oiuy mceans
of trangnort, amd this peint was n
terminus. Later on, its pesition as
tho starting point of the first section
of the C P R west to the Red River
s ttiements, gave the town an in-

creas=>1 lmportanee, and it grew and
flourisiied as the green Lay tree. 1t

THE COMMERCIAL

for there is a, large shipplug trade be-
tween bere ond poats on vhe Inkes, n
bollt the Canada and United States
conts Tho tralf ¢ w.th stiver and
ovhior mines is o large andg  rapldly
growing inctor m Forv Arghur's sam
totud o trado.  So many pro pectors
amd mone owners and others interested
M Imaios, ahat amd  compare vo.es
abous the hotels and put ke places that

one 1~ vewinded ot the mine-struck
town of Rat Portage. In many lit-
tle ways one is reminded  ton,  that

thas I8 in Ontarlo, though this is the
fivst point cast of Winnlpeg that is not
thoroughly western. A strong polat
for iho future of the town & the in-
crease ol fnrming settlement on the
erown fands of the Ontars  goveris
mets, v the vieinity ol Yort Arthue,
This will in time be of recogniz2d im-
portance and the wonder is that the
tiwn counc.d and board of trade of
Port Arthur asve not mov.ang stead ly
amd pers stentiy in the wmatter of in-
due.ng a moro rap d and general sct-
tlement ol the realiy geod agrienttural
dustriets stiif open for occupation in
the Thunder Bay district.  There aave
keen some townstins opezel and one or
two of thase are pretvy well takea up.
For forty meos in theeo diffarent Q-
rect.ons, northeast along the man line
al tie C. P. IR, south along the lake
and routhwest on the lne of the .
A, D. & W, radlway are large nrens
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and comfortable hougs. The immenso
Northern lotel ¢ belng kept open
this winter, and there are several
othier smaller hotels.  There are quito
a number of very good busness b.ocks
tn the town, and many of them are
brick. Tne appearance  of the place
could be much anproved by the demoli-
tion aid removal ob the rwins of wo
or tlree partly burned buldings, left
stana ng In prominent places., vne of
the lcad ng and most attractive stores
i+ tl e Bazaar, owled by J. L. Maikle &
Co. 1Los o farge place and the stock
of stationery, faney articles, orna-
men e, musfeal instruments, ete., ¥s en-
omuoes  Tho variety s endliss and
tho +hop 18 o very attract.ve place.
A lmage business tu souvenirs of all
kinds is done, ke firm §s the same
wl ¢cl: hap the large musle store in
Winnipeg, Vigars Bros. sawmill and
plan ng mill, have a good business and
turn out a large quantity of lumber
every year ‘Toney gau niost of thelr
logs i by rajl-on the P, A, D. & W,
Tallway.  Thi. romd is bulit for 100
mio. in a southwesterly direction to
tlxs United States boundary and is ex-
pectes to connect there In vhe near
future wath a road from Duluth. It
ts oiso the hwope ot Iovt Arthur peo-
ploe tbat the new, Ongar.o and Rany
R ver road, for which the provincial
government granted wd last year, will
bo ¢t gomg in. the near future.

was enlled Prince  Arthur's Landing
then, Its name was changed to
Port Arthur, and tha prespects were
that a future of rdpid growth wag te-
fore it The comgpletion of the through
lin® of the C. P. R. had a great effcet
in cutting off thn trade and stopping
the growth of thie town. To-day there
are huildings and good ones to let in
the town and iittl> buildiug has been
done for a long time. But there g
still a prosperous futuire for the town,
in exite of the rapid rise of the rival
town of IFort Willinm, only four mirs
away. Iudced the pregperity of the
one reflects to the benefit of the other
and both are destineld t> become im-
portant in the business of the country.,
Port Arthur has a magnificent and
commanding lecation ay n town, The
vown stands unon a spiendid siope, the
business Streets running c¢xtwe to  the
odge of the Jake and the higher situ-
ations crowme:d with trees being  oc-
cupled ne residential sites. I'rom the
Inke the town pregants o striking and
picturcsjue aspeet, by day, or night.
And from the town there Is a spiendid
view acrcess thie lovely harbor, with
pretty igiands In the ueaver fore-
ground, and th* dark mass of Thun-
der Cane on the distant hovizon.
The harbor, with long lines of docks.
and piers jutting into tae water, is
a tusy scene in the shipping scason,
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PORT ARTHUR LOOKING FROM THE BAY

of avallable fands, partly open, pavtly
wooded, with pienty of hay, water and
fuet, and any sort of graim or veget-
ables  ean  Le  grown. Dairying
too, can Dbe successiully carrel
on awl a high market for any pre-
due? is always sure for large auan-
titi. g of dairy and farm preduce, veg-
otabley, meat, ete., are yearly ime-
vorted from both cast and west. The
crown lands’ agent, J. TN, Ruttan, nnd
the crown timber agenc. fugh Munre,
both weil informed gent'emen, s eak
vary higluy of the resmurces amd cap-
abilitiss of the district from an agri-
caitural point of visw. The land ip
free grant with very favorahle terms
of g:ttioment.

Merchants in Port Avthar feal very
well satisfied with the st season’y
business, mining had a decided beom
this year The number of summer vis-
itorg, always cousklerable, was very
Inrge lagt geason, and the feature ix
gaining importances every year. Scme
ohianges have cccurred in the past
year. The Marks-Clavet-Dobie Co.,
fs a departmental aggregation of
Large proportiong taking the place of
tha three flrms wlhase names appear
tn the combination, Downing & Co.
have purchasxl the liquor business of
T. Marks & Co.

The JAlgoma . hotel, Merrill& Hed-
der, proprietory, is a very convenient

The town takes cuns.derable pardon-
able pride in its electriz plant, both
fguting and street railway., Here
too thie wise plan.of municipal owner-
shp of franchises obtains, The
elecarte raitway i< a great conveanl-
cnee n the town,'and as o line rans
not cnly to Fort William, but right
through to West Fort William, the
towns enjoy easy and free commin'ci-
tion at loyw cot. In Do:emver the
sorvice wag interrupted by the burn-
ing o the barn with all the cars in
it Stages were put on and a car
brought irom tho east w.th all speed.
4 vory fine one was received, hand-
somely fnshed and titted, anda with
the modern improvement of clectric
haaters.

The creamery at Saltcoats, Assa.,
will be run as a government creamery
this year.

Inspector Tupper, In his report on
Manitoba fisheries, says: ‘“The south-
ern part of Lake Manitoba has been
extensively fished during the summer,
and unless closely guarded, will be-
come depleted. Now that railway
communication extends to Lake Win-
nipegosis, there will be a great rush
to it. Many fishermen, formerly on
Lake of the Woods, are now sceking
licenses thereto.”



