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the books was made in -I822, by Joseph G. Cogswell, Esq., now the
accomplished librarian of the Astor Library; and it has been con-
tinued ever since, upon essentially the same plan.

The division of Theology contains the four great Polvglots, the
Complutensian, Antwerp, French, and English; a very valuable col-
lection of the writings of the Fathers of the Clurch; a complete appa.
ratius for the critical study of the seriotures and ecclesiastical history,
and a b)dy of the miscellaneous writings of ail the best modern
divines. Ihe scientiie division is rich in works on the exact and
natural sciences; and the librarv is well supplied in the departments
of philosophy, ethics, an'iet and moderil literature, history, topo-
graphy and antiquities. Voluminous and excensive works, which are
rarely met with, except in large public libraries, here have their place.
No where else in the United States will be found so largo a collection
of the Journals and Reports of the English Parliament; andl the de-
partment or American listory is unrivalled, at least in this country.
The collection of iaps, the titles of which alone till a printed volume
of two hundred and twenty-four pages, is believed to be altogether
unique. Tlhe Library contains, also, a few valuable and interesting
minuscripts; one of which, a fragment of the Gospels of Matthew and
John, in the Greek unical character on parchment, is more than one
thousand years old, and is doubtless the only specimen of this kind
and age on this continent.

UTILIt'Y (F TilE STUDY OF THE CLASSICS.
Let us then examine the question of the utility of the study of the

classics, keepinýg in view this true and just standard of judgment.
1. No stndy known to our schools is better fitted to discipline the men-

tal powers, to give the mind control over its attention, and to strength-
en and develop its faculties. We are not converted to the doctrine of
Sir William Hlamiiton in relation to the Mathematics. We greatly1
value those branches of study, as affordmng a most valuab!e mental
discipline. And we are inclined to suspect that the man who denies
their fitness for this purpose, is either not a mathematician or not a
philosopher-that i this case he either knows not the premises, or
has greatly erred im deducing the conclusion. But highly as we value
the mathematics, we still inaintain that the study of the classics is in
no way inferior to the study of the mathematics, for the purpose of
mental discipline.

In order that ve may be fully understood on this point, we wili
briefly illustrate what we meant by mental discipline.

Every instructor knows well the state in which he finds the mind of
his pupil at the beginning of his studious career. It is for the most
part incapable of continuous attention. It is unable to confine its
energies to one topic of inquiry tili the subject is thoroughly under.
stood, tilt the mmd has the mastery of the whole fieild <f thought in1
which any inquiry is situated, and is able to elucidate iL with clear-
ness, force and beauty to another mmd. This is the condition in which,
as a general rule, mincs are found at the commencement of theirî
career, and in which, for the most part, uneducated or defectively
educated mninds continue through life. The mental powers exist in1
such a mind, just as the elements of practical skill exist in one who
has never learned a trade. In both cases alike the powers require
discipline, training. To impart this discipline, to give this training-
to enable one to use his mental powers for the discovery and illustra-
tion of truth, or for the appreciation and exhibition of ail that is beau-
tiful-is the first, the chief object of education. In such a sense is it
chief, that an education that fails in this, fails utterly, whatever speci-
tic knowledge it may communicate ; and one which succeeds in this is
a i Muly good educatioa, however small the actual amocint of knowledg%
impartel. fi the former case the oupil's knowledze is about as useful
to him, as a compiete set of carpenter's tools to one who knows not
how to use the plane, the saw, the hamner, or the chisel.-The latter
is the case of the man who is destitute of tools indeed, but able to use
with skill and aceuracy any imnplement on whi:h ho can lav his hand
The pupil of disciplined mmd without nuchn :.cumulated knowledge,
is like a pupil in instrumental music, completely drilled on his exorcises,
but scarcely having learned any tune. flic powers are trained, the
tuine.s ivill bc casily at bis commnand.

low, then, is su h discipline to be acquired .We are prompt to
confess our ignorance of more than one miethod, which is at ail under
tLe control oi the educator. You must propose to the pupil a daily
task, such as in his present mental state he is able to accomplish, and
reqaire hicn to exhibit to ;n intelligent and faithful teacher a complote
explication of the mnattcer he was set 'o investigate. By that teacher
the puipil's mental state umuct ne thoroughly scrutinized at each recita-
tion, :acd then he munst c, sot at another task for the next day, with1
nis r hX *o.%d ,hif r vi tuand corrected, and his minc newly ex-
cited fcr anoi r fiortai etudy.

Now what we claifi tor the classics is, that no material of education
within our reach is, on ie vhole, better fitted for this daily discipline
than they. As a means of fixing attention, the study of a language ex-
ceedingly remnote in structure from ourowr is scarcely inferior to prob-

lems in Geometry. In this respect the ancient languages of Greece and
Rome have a vast superiority over the languages of modern Europe.
The languages of modern Europe may almost be said to be the differ-
ent dialects of the same language. To pass from one of them to
another, requires comparatively little effort, and affords but litti men-
tai principile. More mental.energy is called into exercise in acquiring
the Greek language, than in mastering all the languages of modern
Europe. And in acquiring it, there is a corresponding discipline of
the powers of thought and attention.

In another respect the tudy of the classics furnishes a mental dis-
cipline superior to any which can be acquired in the study of mathe-
matics, or even of any of the physical sciences. In all these sciences
language is used with technical definiteness and accuracy. The stu-
dent requires in the prosecution of them patient, fixed attention, and
that is all. flis powers of discrimination are scarcely exercised at aIl.
In the study of language far remote in its structure and.its idioms
fronm our own, we have the very best discipline of our powers of dis-
crimination which is possible. We would translate a passage from a
Latin or Greek author into our own language. We must first discover
the precise shade of meaning the author meant to convey. We con-
sult a dictionary for the meaning of the words. We find several prin-
cipal words in the sentence whose various and widely different mean-
ings fill half a column in a great Quaro Dictionary. From the gram-
matical structure of the sentence, from the relations in which it stands
to the contex, from the known scope and spirit of the author, from
his customary mode of usimg the words in question, as well as from
the testimony of the Dictionary in relation to the meaning these words
are susceptible of, we are to de.duce the precise meaning of each in this
connection, and thus of the whole sentence. We are then to select
from the resources of our own language, those words, phrases, and
idions which will mnost precisely and exactly express the idea contained
in the sentence we would transiate. No student can direct the full
powers of his mind to such a mental process, without rapidly acquiring
mental discipline. And the man who turns off such a study with a
sneer at studying a dead language, knows not whereof he affirms.
That student is not merely studying a dead language : he is learning
his own and all other laiguages. He is acquiring a knowledge of the
laws of language itself, and obtai;ing an unbounded control over it
for all the purposes of life and expression.-He is disciplining his
power of nice and accurat4 tdiscrimination, as it can be disciplined in
no other way. The neducated mind is to a great extent the slave of
the words it~employs ; the thorough student of the classies is learning
to make words lis servants. He is becoming a master of language,
instead of allowing language to have a mastery of him.

But we here ineet an objection whicli in this age is in many mouths:
"You advocates of classical literature are always talking of mental
discipline. But what is the use of spending years in studying useless

i trumpery, for the sake of mental discipline, when you might just as
well acqciire it in learning something useful?" We have above shewn
that most of those studies, which it is proposed to substitute for the
classies, are no more directly useful than they are. The man who
drops Latin and takes up Algebra, gainq nothing in the direct appli-
cability of his acquiremnents to practice. He is rather a loser than a
gainer in this very regard.

We will now show, that ti study of the classics is far from being
barren of other usefuil resahs besides more mental discipline. We
proceed then to show-

2. That the study -of the classies immensely enlarges our field of
mentalrvision. This thought requires to be illustrated in respect to a
number of particulars.

We have not been accustomed to hear any one object to the science
of Geology as unpractical, as useless, because it deals largely with
species of whole tribes of animais, fishes, reptiles, monsters of the
deep, which lived and perished, leavimg no posterity behind them, ages
before man was made on the earth. Their forms are only preserved
to us in the solid masses of rocks la which for ages they have been
embedded, aud to which they are assimilated. It is thought by those
who are most zealous for the piactical, and the useful, a noble and
dignified pursuit, to disinter these monsters of the olden time, to
arrange and classify them, and o nakc- from them such inferences as
we may, relative to the changes which our planet has undergone. We
have nover heard Layard conplamed of, or charged with folly, for dis-
intering the long-buried imperial court and palace-halls of ancient
Nineveh. We have not learned that it is considered a waste of time
to read, and even to study the books in which le has described the
remnants he has there discovered, of a civilization, over which has
rolled more than 2,500 years of oblivion. We apprehend there are few
mon so practical, that they woulcd not travel many a weary mile, and
incur no small expense, only to see the shapeless mound that marks the
spot where Nineveh once stood.

Or let us present the question in another view. There are few
thing which more tend to give true mental enlargement, than to be
made acquainted with man in his varieties of circumstances, conditions,
and civilization. One brought up from infancy in solitude, would
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