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And he sums up his point of view in the sentence : “Will people 
consider that those shining advantages North America has beyond 
any other country we know, is the very thing which creates our 
danger ?” On the other hand the West Indies fit into his ideal of 
a self-contained empire, bound together in the bands of commercial 
affection, because as islands they “ must always be dependent upon 
her, or some other such power ... as they produce nothing that the 
mother-country does

In reply to which remarkable prophecy Franklin had only the 
argument to advance that the high price of American labor would 
prove a fatal bar to the establishment of manufactures.

The advocates of expansion in North America at all hazards won 
the day, with the result that by the treaty of 1763 the British Empire 
became long on the products of farm and forest, and short on sugar. 
An interesting side-issue was the lively controversy which arose 
toward the end whether Pitt's desire for North American expansion 
was due to his generous love for the Americans, or to his being under 
the thumb of the group of West Indian planters in the House of 
Commons, for whom the conquest of Guadeloupe meant a new and 
dangerous competitor. On this the most specific statement is made 
by Mauduit. The fourth edition of his Considerations, preserved in 
the British Museum, has numerous manuscript notes in his own 
clear handwriting, some of them not without importance for the 
biographer of Pitt. In one of these he says :

During the whole of Mr. Pitt's administration, no one had so much 
of his confidence as Mr. Beckford. He was made to believe that he held 
the City by Beckford’s means, and gave free admission to him, while he 
kept himself inaccessible to every one else. The revealer of his will in 
the House of Commons was Mr. Beckford, for Mr. Pitt himself seldom 
went thither. I heard him making most fulsome panegyric on Mr. Beck- 
ford’s abilities; and three times following insult the whole House for 
presuming to laugh at Mr. Beckford's professing disinterestedness. 
Beckford dreaded the increase of our sugar islands, lest that might 
lessen the value of his lands in Jamaica, and hence proceeded Mr. Pitt’s 
invincible aversion to any attempts on the French Islands; and the speech 
he made on the first day of the Sessions 1760, soon after the Considera­
tions had been published, in which he expressly declared against making 
any further conquests in the West Indies.* This made it necessary to 
resume the argument ; and the following discourse was written in answer 
to that speech, the words of which, here quoted in italics, I took down 
in short-hand as he spoke them.

• Another manuscript note of Mauduit gives Pitt’s words on the occasion in 
question more fully than in the printed text, representing him as saying, “a 
nation may over-conquer itself ; and by being fed with more conquests than it 
can digest, may have the overplus turn to surfeit and disease instead of nourish-


