
PRESIDENT POINCARÉ

any one in Paris, wishing to travel, had best 
turn over his gold to the Bank of France. He 
will receive not only a good rate of exchange 
but also an engraved certificate testifying that 
he has contributed to the national defense.

Another curious vagary of the war that 
obtains now is the sudden disappearance of 
the copper sou or what ranks with our penny. 
Why it is scarce no one seems to know. The 
generally accepted explanation is that the 
copper has flown to the trenches where mil­
lions of men are dealing in small sums. But 
whatever the reason, the fact remains. In 
the stores you receive change in postage- 
stamps, and, on the underground railroad, 
where the people have refused to accept 
stamps in lieu of coppers, there are incipient 
riots. One night at a restaurant I was given 
change in stamps and tried to get even with 
the house by unloading them as his tip on 
the waiter. He protested eloquently. “Let­
ters I never write,” he explained. “To write 
letters makes me ennui. And yet if I wrote
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