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trench for his men. What the effect of such shelling 
may be is illustrated by the extraordinary and grue­
some story of the death of Lieutenant Tracy of the 
same regiment some days before. While prospect­
ing in advance of the line a German shell burst right 
on him. A rescue party of Pioneers went out im­
mediately to find him on the spot of the shell-burst. 
Not a sign of the unfortunate officer could be found, 
and the search was abandoned. On the day of 
Courcelette his body was found by the advancing 
infantry fifty yards from where he had been struck 
down. For the Pioneers this kind of work must 
be done, day in and day out, or night in and night 
out, for weeks at a time. When the infantry is too 
exhausted by its efforts to make good the line, the 
Pioneers must be called up to supplement their 
efforts. If a strong point has to be built, it is to 
the Pioneers that the engineer officer will look to 
carry out his instructions, and in the achievement 
of all these tasks the Pioneer Battalions of the 
Canadians have covered themselves with glory.

It is now my duty to hand over to my successor. 
Major Charles G. D. Roberts continues in Vol. III. 
of Canada in France and Flanders, for France 
has now given us the names of the Somme and of 
Vimy, the story of the Autumn Campaign of 1916. I 
retire gladly in favour of one who has a real claim 
to literary and historical fame. The first and second 
volumes were the hasty product of one who was an 
amateur in the art of describing, but who, as an 
amateur, did his best. Major Roberts is a profes­
sional in the sphere of letters and of history, and 
therefore sets up a new and higher standard for the 
volumes which are to follow. In the sphere of


