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HISTORICAL SKETCH

2 OF THE FORMATION

2 AND PROGRESS OF

VICTORIA-COILUMBIA LODGIC

A. F. & A. M. No. 1. G. R. B. C.
The history of Freemasonry in the Province of British
= Columbia is inseparable from the Records of Victoria-
Columbia Lodge No. 1.

.ong before the present Grand Jurisdiction was estab-
lished, Victoria Lodge No. 1085 was constituted under the
authority of a Charter granted by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, this memorable and auspicious event occurring on the
19th day of March, 1859,

[t was the first Masonic Lodge to be constituted in
these vast Western Domains, then known as New Caledonia
and the Crown Colony of Vancouver Island, and which now
form the present P'rovince of British Columbia.

The Dominion of Canada was not vet formed, and the
government of this country was in the hands of James

: Douglas, who was appointed by the Dritish authorities.

Victoria was in a transition period of her history.
Almost over night, the sleepy little back-woods trading post
had been transformed into ity of tents and miners and
adventurers from every part of the Western Hemisphere
made their rendezvous on the flats at and
either side of the ] cet ravine. Gold M a
Talisman,” had draw: Victoria, and S among

: such surroundings ‘h exc ¢ hat \ ria
[.odge N 1085 was started on Al jout

The place of meeting was in a hall over IHibben & Cars

well's stationery store on the south-ca t r of Yates and




