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ADVENT.

u\m\ m\m of s. m\ baptist,

:POiaTX. A.IfTID.

Hark the glad sound 1 the Saviour comes

The Saviour promised long ;

l*t every heart prepare a throne

And every voice a song.

My dear Friends,— ^ *
'

,.^

Christmas is coming ! If it is to be a bright and happy Christmas

we must keep it with Christ. Where He is absent all is dark and

dreary, however we may strive to satisfy ourselves with the excite-

ments of the world and self-indulgence. Let us then prepare for

Christmas by spending the four weeks of Advent in prayer and devo-

tion, and in trying to realize more than before the meaning and con-

sequences of the great central fact of our most holy religion, " The

Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." Let us try to find out

every sin which separates us from Christ, grieves Him, dishonors Him,

and put it away. He comes to us now with His Truth to guide us,

with His Precious Blood to cleanse us, with His Holy Spirit to illu-

minate and strengthen us, with Holy hood to nourish us. He will

come to us again in the hour of Death and in the day of Judgment

and Say " Give an account of thy Stewardship,"

" Watch ye therefore : for ye know not when the Master of the house

Cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing or in morning

:

lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping." St. Mark xiii : 35-36.

Your affectionate Pastor,

JOHN M. DAVENPORT.
(N<M> over for liiNt ol N(>rvi<'4>M niiil M<>riH»iiN.)


