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ihe nonumil church hail (lepiirted from the staud:ird of I'iiith, morals,

iiiid worship cont incd in tho J^cripliuTM, ucll nigh siwpn«ses belief.

Tlicii it was that lliose foul (•or^uptlon^^ and superstifions were introdu-

ced info the church, which fmally grew to such a pitch ol'rnornuty as to

o,-'cn>'ion the sepiiration of f-uthcr and the other reformers from what

;]ioy deemed and dcnomuuilcd tin* commuMion of Antichrist. At thi.s

|,oriod it was, that the veneration lor departed saintf* and martyrs—tho

idoliilrous worship of images anil relics—the rendering divine honour.*

to the Virgin Mary— tlif^ doctrine of |>urgatory—and the adoration of

!MC Cross, had become (irmly established , and thus the lustre of tim

(jospcl sutlcred a darU eclipse, and the essence of Christianity was lost

under a loud of idle and su[)erstitious cer»jmonies-'.

In the eastern p:>rts of the em[)ne, especially Syria and tho coimtrics

bordering upon Arabia, as well as in some parts of Arabia itself, these

jfvils were njfgravated by the jumierous sects and heresies that prevail-

ed, and by the incessant controversuil wars which they waged with each
cllicr. The church was torn to pieces by tho furious disputes of tho

Ariaiis, Sabellians, IVeslorians, Eutychians, and CoUyridians, by whom
Ithc great doctrines ot" Christianity were so ccuifouudctl with metapiiysi-

calpubtlctics and the jargon of schools, tiiat they ceased, in great rnoa-

piirc, to be regarded as a rule of lilu, or as pointing out tho only way of
jsalvation. Tho religion of tho (Joai^el, the blessed source of peace,

jlove, and unity among men, became, by the perverscness of sectaries, a

llirebrand of burning contention. Council after council was called

—

canon after canon was enacted—prelates were traversing the country in

tvery direction in tho prosecution of party purposes, resorting to ovary
base art, to obtain the authoritative establishment of their own peculiar

genets, and the condemnation and suppression of those of their adversa-

riefi. The contests also for the episco[)al oftico ran so high, particular-

inthc West, that the oppofing parties repeatedly had recourse to vi-

plence, and, in one memorable instance, tho interior of a Christian

church wns stained by the blood of a number of the adherentes of the

[ival bishops, who fell victims to their fierce contentions. Yet it is littlo

he wondered at that these places of preferment should have been so

frcedily'sought after by men of corrupt minds, when we learn, that thoy

bened the diricct road to wealth, luxury, and priestly power. Ancient
listorians represent the bishops of that dcy, as enriched by the presents

the opulent, as riding abroad in pompous state in chariots and sedans,

ind surpassing, in the extravagance of their featts, the sumptuousuess
f princes ; while, at the same time, the most barbarous ignorance was

[ast overspreading th« nations of Christendom, the ecclesiastical orders

[liimselves not excepted. Ainong the bishops, the legitimate instructors

id defenders of the church, numbers were to be found incapable of
composing the poor discourses which their ofticc required them to de-

liver to the people, or of subscribing the decrees which they passed in

iieir councils. The little learning in vogue was chiefly confined to the

lonks. But they, instead of cultivating science, or diffusing any kind


